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THE BELLS OF SHREWSBURY ABBEY.

Br DAVID DAVIES,

Much obscurity rests on the early history of the Abbey
bells, When the monasteries were suppressed, there was
a ring or peal of five bells in each of the two towers
belonging to this church, the aggregate weight of which
is estimated at 145 cwt.,, one peal weighing 33 cwt.,
and the other 112 cwt.

In an old paper three items are found, two giving the
weight of the bells and the other the measwrement of
the roof lead over one of the towers,! from which it is
inferred by Owen and Blakeway that the large bells
hung in the rood, or centre tower, and the smail oneg
in the tower now remaining, Some difliculties, how-
ever, attend the adoption of this conclusion.

In the two items giving the weight of the bells, one
steeple is called new and the other greas, while the
steeple, which is measured, is styled old. The old steeple
and the great one are, therefore, identical, and that then
known as the new steeple must have been smaller in
some way than the old one.

Ten yards in length and ten yards in breadth are the
plumber’s measurements of the old tower roof, for the
purpose of ascertaining the value of the lead by which

11In the new stypyll V bells of one accord, LXIe. 2.VIIIe, 3.VIe,
4,ve, bI1Ie,

In the great stypyll V bells of one accord, 1.XVe, 2.XXe, 3,XXIIe,
4,XX¢, b.XXXe, page 63,

Item, the roofe over the old stypyle in lengthe X yardes, and in
breadth X yards, p. 54.

Mr. Gough’s manusecripts in the Bodleian, quoted in Qwen and
Blakeway's History of Shrewsbury, :

VOL. II. 0
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it was protected, and are less reliable than if they had
been taken by an architect with the design to obtain
the exact dimensions of the tower itself, Out of 22 of
the plumberls measurements quoted by Owen and
Blakeway 19 are stated in exact yards, which fact
points to the probability that excesses in yards, in
some cases, were counted against deficiencies in others.

If we measure the lead, which was placed on the
present, tower m 1646 or '47—including gutters and
taking into account that on the surface only, at the joint
lappings—we get 82ft. 6in. by 31ft. Gin., which give
nearly six square yards more than the plumber’s measure-
ments. The space between the embattled brickwork
measures 30ft. 6in. by 29ft. 6in., which is near enough
to call 100 square yards. The inference, therefore, i
that this is the tower which was measured at the dis-
.~ solution, or that both tower roofs were equal in size,

Assume the latter ; then the tower called great could
only deserve such a distinctive epithet from its com-
parative superior height. Ignorant as we are of the
original height of either tower, we can only form a
conjectural comparison from eircumstances or facts,
which are supposed to he ascertained, or are accepted
as such, Owen and Blakeway speak of an old painting
in which the present tower is represented with & Jowrth
story above that of the bell-chamber, built with Light
grey stone, in which, it will be remembered, they pro-
fess to see * very good reason” why this should be called
the new steeple. But may not this addition be as good
a reason for its being called the greatone ? And it may
not be unworthy of remark here that Browne Willis,
in describing the remains of the Abbey in 1710, calls
this “ the great broad tower at the west end.”

The authors of the History of Shrewsbury argue
that one tower only was measured, and because one,
therefore that doomed for destruction, and not the
present one, which, “being attached to the parochial
part of the church, was not taken into the estimate of
materials to be disposed of, as was the fate of the middle
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tower.” The old steeple is sald to denote the cenire
campanile,  evidently,” anc thus the matter is supposed
to be © satisfactorily solved.”

This, it must be admitted, is a most importand
statement, but much of its force is destroyed when we
remember tliat the bellsin the western tower belonged
equally to the parochial part of the building with the
lead on itg roof, and in the same old paper—assumed to
be an inventory of materials to be sold-—the bells of both
towers appear, W e learn, too, fromhistory that thebells
of both towers were seized. Some better reagon than
the one given is required, therefore, before we can con-
gsider this matter < satisfactorily solved.”

We have seen that the old tower was the one
measured at the dissolution—that the old tower was
the great one and that in the great tower the great bells
were hung. We incline to think the present ig this
tower. Owen, himself, seems once to have held this
view, for in his history, published in 1808, he says—
“Tn this tower anciently hung four very large bells,
besides the great bell of St. Wenefrid,” and we have
geen that the main argument by -which his change of
view is shielded ig far from being impervious.

We cannot prove this view to be absolutely correct,
but to prove it is not, may be equally attended with
difficulties. The great question in either case is, which
was the campanile known as the old, and which as the
new steeple, ab the time of the dissolution? The base-
ments of both towers were probably equally old, and the
superstructure, or bellchamber of one of these towers
must have been of more recent date than that of the
other. Weknow the probable date of the superstructure
of the present tower, but of the bell story of the centre
tower —which, possibly, may have been rebuilt at a
more recent date—we know nothing, and until we have
some clue to its style and date, a decisive comparison
between the two towers is impracticable,

But corroborative evidence of ab least the plausibility
of our supposition may be drawn {from the fact that
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the large bells are known to have been in the present
tower not long after the dissolution. How, when, and
under what circumstances did they get there ? Here ig
a difficulty which our learned historians were fully con-
scious was most unfavourable to therr conclusion, With
them, indeed, it seems to have been the only difficulty,
and yet it is one on which they have bestowed little or
no effort to remove. Their hypothesis is that the large
bells were removed from the centre campanile “and
placed in the western tower previous to, or shortly
after, its destruction;” but proof of this is not at-
tempted.

That such a change took place previous to the work
of destruction is too. improbable to call for refutation,
and we have only to recall the unsettled state of the
times and truly to realise the extensive alterations, the
enormous expense, and the long delay it would neces-
sarily involve, to be convinced of this. 'The other part
of the hypothesis deserves serious attention, and it is
well to remember that the work of demolition could
not have commenced earlier than the latter part of
}fﬁtﬁ, or after Mr. William Langley purchased the

bey.

It Jirs looked upon as a matter “of course” by the
author of “Some Account of the Ancient and Present
State of Shrewsbury,” that Langley hastened to place
his purchase beyond restitution by an immediate demo-
lition of the greater parts of the fabric and the sale of
its materials, from a desire to make the most of his
precarious property.

To place the building out of the reach of restitution
was without doubt one of the conditions of purchase,
but beyond that we demur to the “ of comrse.” Some
of the monasteries, we know, were destroyed with what
looks like irveverent haste ; sometimes even gunpowder
was employed as the agent of destruction, and a sort
of boasting is still on record of the expedition with
which, in some cages, this work of havoc was accom-
plished. But we have little cause for supposing there
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was anything like unseemly haste n the taking down
of this monastery. Nearly two centuries afterwards
considerable vemains of it were still standing, and de-
molition which could have remained incomplete 50 long
could hardly have been begun in the gpirit, of deter-
mined and reckless eagernoss for selfish profib.

To have begun and carried out this work in such a
gpirit, and from such a motive, would be for Langley to
have made his name hateful to all men around bim.
All estesmed the building an ornament to the town.
Some vegarded it with reverence, and devoutly breathed
treasonable imprecations when they entered their closets
and shut to the door. Some evidenced their publio
gpirit and desirve for the progress of the good old town
by speculating on the attractive uses to which the
building might be converted. The Corporation peti-
tioned the King to make it & mansion for the lodgment
of royal visitors; the principal inhabitants pleaded that
it might be spared for a college or @ gchool, and when
1O Tesponse Was made to these petitions, general regred
acind mortification must have been felt at its approaching

oo,

Langley was powerless, save to lessen or Increase the
bitterness of this disappointment. e could do either,
just according to the W&y in which he went about his
work, and we £211 o see how it can be so much a matter
«of course” that be should have chosen to do the
latter. Asatownsman and a tradesman-tailor, Langley
world have every reason to avoid rash and wanton
offence. 1t would be his interest to conciliate, but his
bane to needlessly enrage his fellow-citizens, and it is
ot at all improbable that these induced him to make
his purchase, from a desire %0 prevent that huryied
havoe and reckless plunder with which he seems to be
undeservedly charged, bub which there was t00 much
reagon strongly to apprehend, had the building remained
in the hands of strangers.

Tangley lived to be possessor of the Abbey about
twenty-eight years, and it is more than probable that bhe
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left much of its destruction to other hands, In 1564
we find him selling stone to the churchwardens, and if
there be any truth in the tradition that the White Hall
was built of material from thig Abbey, much stone yet,
remained to be sold, The foundation of this hall—first,
called Prince’s Mansion-—was laid fifteen or sixteen years
after this date, and the addition of the fourth story
above the present bell-chambor of the Abbey tower,
built with light grey stone, affords presumptive evi-
dence that the ved stone of which the mansion is built
Was not to be procured from neighbouring quarries,
When Langley was selling stone to the churchwardens,
much of the material of the hall probably lay undis-
turbed in the Abbey wallg ; for when he had sutliciently
recuced the building to be regarded as an irreparable
ruin, he would Best consult his own interest by further
taking down material as purchasers were found ; and
it is improbable he wasg personally benefited at all by
the sale of stone 4o Richard Prince, for when the foun-
dation of his mansion was laid, Langley had rested
from his labours and had lajn in his quiet grave for some
years. The demolition of thig abbey, therefore, seems
to have been a slow work, and Langley, in retailin
two shillings’ worth of stone, twenty years after the
Abbey had been transferred to him, shows that he wag
in no great hurry to recoup himself for the outlay of
his purchage, but; that, like ill-uged men of his craft, he
could patiently await his returns,  Up to the time
of Langley’s death we can discover no trace whatever
that the large bells had been transferred from the
centre to the western tower, But there is a parish
tradition respecting +the bells, and our way is now
clear to consider it,

Owen and Blakeway say— Thero ig g tradition in
the parish that the bells were seized by the lay posses-
sors of the Abbey, and that a suit wee commenced by
the parigh for their recovery, in which they succeeded,
by the exertions of the. then eminent lawyer—Mr.
Prince, of the Abbey Foregate ; but still it does not
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appear which of the peals this was.” Certainly the
tradition does nob tell us which, but if we consider it,
aid may be supplied in determining which bells they
were.

At the outset, some evidence of the credibility of the
tradition is afforded by the fact that both peals of bells
are found in the inventory, and were, therefore, intended
to begeized. -

By the bells referred to in the tradition we under-
stand those in the parochial tower ; for the parishioners
would have no cause to consider themselves aggrieved,
had the bells of the centre tower only been seized,
Assume, in accordance with the hypothesis of our
authors, that the latter were the large bells, then the
parish had no claim on them ; the suit was for the small
bells—the parish succeeded. Their success, therefore,
was the recovery or retention of these; but here we
are met with difficulties again. By some strange pro-
cess these bells disappear from the parish tower, and
the large ones ave found in their place. How shall we
account for the change? Shall we suppose that the
losing litigants had been taught a lesson of unbounded
charity by their loss, and that they said to the
parishioners—* You have beaten us legitimately and
fairly over the small bells, we will now reward you for
your victory by gratuitously making over to you the
large ones also.” That is hardly human nature ; and to
suppose that the parishioners purchased these bells
from their recent opponents in law is scarcely less im-
probable.

But however or whenever this change may be
supposed to have been effected, it should be borne in
mind that it must have taken place after the law-suit,
if it took place at all,

When then did the law-suit take place? We learn
from the tradition that Richard Prince conducted the
case, and he is described as the then eminent lawyer of
the Abbey Foregate. This must guide us. A lease is
granted to Richard Prince of the two chambers over the
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Abbey north entrance, dated 1553, and it 18 supposed

that the suit took place befove this date, and that this

loase was a reward for his professional services n

respect of the bells, But this can hardly be. In 1551

Richard Prince is described as literatus, a title which, it .
is thought, was probably intended to denote his desti-

nation to the study of the law; and on May 4, 1554,

he is admitted to the Inmer Temple. We are, there-

fore, compelled to refer the suit to a later period.

The difficulty, however, is to fix a date. DBut if a
deserted tower and silent bells, and the nuisance of large
flocks of steeple birds, be any indication of the time
when this suit was pending, we have at least some
gemblance of evidence that it took place much later
than the above date.

"The words “lay possessors” do mot seem strictly
applicable to Mr, Langley, nor can we discover to whom
they are more applicable. But the seizure of the bells
was not a matter of imperative haste, and the parish
would be benefited just as delay was extended. It
could be conveniently and safely deferred till favourable
civeumstances or inclination prompted; and, in the
order of time, it was one of the very last things neces-
sary to be done in the work of demolition.

We have evidence that Mr. Langley claimed these
bells as a part of his purchase. But as the parish
claimed them too, it is quite possible he deferred the
seizure of them time after time as an unpleasant piece
of business, #ill he himself was seized by death. And 1t
is quite possible,also, his successor—a young gentleman of
26-—thought the seizure had been delayed long enough,
and made it at once.

Mr.. Langley died Oct., 1574, If the bells were
seized this year or the year following, Mr. Prince would
be 44 or 45 years of age when he was called upon to
conduct the suit, at which period of life we may well
suppose he had earned much of his eminence in the
legal profession for which he is renowned.

In this seizure little further could be needed on the
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part of the lay possessors than to lock the bell-chamber.
door, take possession of the key, and await a purchaser.
‘And that this wag done at this time, seems not altogether
tmprobable, from the fact that not one single item for
bell-ringing is to be found in the Churchwardens’
accounts from 1574 to 1576, when the bell-ringers
receive xijd in Nov. for ringing on the AnnIversary
of Queen Elizabeth’s proclamation.

During the same interval, too, wild birds appear to
have made the church their home or place of gatlljlering,
and the cawing from the steeple must have heen
beyond endurance, for the Clerk! is paid *for kyllyng
the crose ” a sum equal to that paid to the woman for
keeping St. Gyleg’s Church clean for twelve months.

We are thus brought to the year 1575, and if' we
could rely upon every step in the process by which we
have arrived at this date, we may conclude from this
guit alone that the great bells were in the present
tower befors the dissolution, when the dissolution took
place, and had since remained there undisturbed.

The same would. be the result were we to remove the
law-suit as far back as 1565, and it is hardly worth
while to inquire whether the legal vietory and the
exchange of the bells afterwards could take place before
Mr. Prince was 85 years of age. But any date con-
sistent with the tradition would show that the seizure
of the parish bells was long delayed.

This could not be the case with the bells of the
centre campanile. Before the destruction of this tower
could commence at all, it was necessary {irst to remove
its bells. Langley's right to these is undisputed.
Who can doubt that these had long ago been sold?
For when Richard Prince entered the Inner Temple to
study law and argue imaginary cases, Langley had had

1 Phillips says : ¢ One John Capper, Clerk of the Abbey Church, was
dvawn through Shrewsbury and afterwards hanged at Kingsland, for
treagon ”’ (Maveh 24, 1681). The above Clark was probably Capper.
His name appears in the Parish Books before this date, but Richard
Norton appears as Clerk after.
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nearly 8 years’ practice in making “the most of his
precarious property.” Every way then the exchange
of bells is improbable.

Besides, if it did take place, why is there no mention
of it in the tradition ? To have recovered the small
bells by law, and then by some strange process to
exchange them afterwards for the great bell with its
four noble companions, and which together were about
four times the value of the small peal; that, indeed,
were a triumph for the parish to glory in, and to hand
down proudly from generation to generation. But the
- tradition is silent on this matter. It says, the bells
that were seized were the bells that were recovered,
. And the plainest and most natural interpretation we
can place on that which it leaves unsaid is this: that
the bells that were recovered were the bells that
remained in the tower.

Remarks of a similar character are applicable to
Churchyard’s deseription of the bells, In noticing the
Abbey Forehed, he says :—

Where Abbey stands, and is such ring of belles,
As is not found from London unto Welles ;

The steeple yet a gracious pardon findes,
To bide all blasts, all wethers, stormes, and windes.

The bells upon which so much praise was bestowed
‘could not have been the tinkling little peal of five, the
smallest bell of which was not one-half the size of the
present treble at St. Chad’s. For the bells of Wells—
and they were hung in one of the western towers of
that Cathedral—were held to be second to none in the
Kingdom. The “ring of helles” of which the poet
speaks must have been the large peal, whose crowning
glory wag that grand old famous bell which, amid much
pomp and ceremony, had long ago been dedicated to St.
Wenefrede,

Had this ring of bells been transferred from the
centre to the western tower, Churchyard, as a con-
temporary native of Shrewsbury, must have been
aware of it; and could he have such knowledge, and
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glance at the debris of the unpardoned steeple, as he
must have done, without being at once fired by the
grateful thought that these noble bells had been rescued
from its fall.  But no such thought occurs to him. e
proceeds,
‘ “ The steople yet a gracious pardon findes,”
Who can doubt that he rejoiced not alone for the
steeple, but that in it and with it the bells were spared
too. The latent thought of the lines seems to be this :
That as from this steeple the far-famed. bells had long
been heard in the past, so weve they likely to be heard
long on in the future, since now the steeplo itself was
spared

To bide all blasts, all wethers, stormes, and windes,”

We now turn to consider how far back we can trace
the old large bells in the present tower.

Owen and Blakeway say : It is recorded in 1570 two
women were slain and two men greatly hurt in ringing
the Abbey great bell. - And Phillips says: In 1570
two men were killed by the fall of the clapper out of
the third bell, while they were ringing the great bell,
commonly called St. Wenefrede's bell, at the Abbey
Church. There is much discrepancy here about the
killing, but there is agreement in this that it happened
in 1570, and that it was connected in some way with
the great bell, 'We accept it as a fact, therefore, that
the great bell was in the present tower in 1570,

We think we can safely go five years further back.
The churchwardens’ accounts begin in 1565, and one of
the earliest items is, *“ Payd to the clerke at Easter for
the ryngers, xijd.” In 1568 there are the following
items ~—

“For lyker for bells agaynst Whitsontide... ijd.
,, ,, Allhallowtide... 1d.”

Now if trifling items like these could be deemed
worthy of record, an important item like the transfor of
the large bells to the western tower could not be
omitted. But no such entry is found, and, therefore,
no such transfer was made during these five years,
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In the Parish Registers there is the following entry :—
1578, 17 Teb, I buried Rog. Deaconne mynstrell
gsonne in lawe to Tompson the mynstrell who was
puried at $t. Gyles and had his kneele ronge w'th the

-great bell in the Abbey.”

Fdmund Bennett was Vicar when this strange record
was made. He entered on his duties the year of Queen
Tlizabeth’s covonation, and was Viear still after her
death., The compiler of the “ Notes relating to the
Abbey Parish Church Hstate” has deemed the entries
made durmg Bennett’s incumbency, which commence in
1560, of sufficient importance to occupy more than one-
fourth of the space allotted to all the registers he has
extracted, and how far the extracts ave from being
exhaustive of the original registers, may be inferred
from these facts —That out of six specimen registers of
this period, quoted by Owen and Blakeway, two are
not found in the extracts. And in 1570, the total of
births, marriages and deaths, stand at forty n the
registers, while the number in the extracts is six.

1f Tompson’s burial took place between 1559 and the
17th Feb. 1578, it should appear in these registers, but
careful search has been made for it without success.
For several years prior to 1560 the registers are defec-
tive, and possibly Tompson’s knelle might have been
ronge with the great bell at the Abbey in that interval.
But that it was so, we have no available proof to offer.

We are equally at fault in respect of the time when
this bell was first placed in the Abbey. It is said
to have been famous for its fine deep mellow tone;
but much of its fame was derived from the fact
that it had been cast and baptised in honour of
St. Wenefrede, whose pious memory could not fail’
to be lovingly cherished by the common people.
Wenefrede was a pretty, pure, Welsh girl, who had her
head cut off by the wicked Prince Cradocus. St.
Bueno—her pious uncle—picked up the head and re-
united it ina very clever and miraculous way to the head-
less body, and she lived to regard her uncle’s kindness
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with grateful recollections for fifteen years, then died
again, The two Latin inscriptions on the bell show what
qualities and powers Were ascribed to her after her
death.
« Sancta Wynefrida Doeo nos comendare memento,
Ut Pistate sua nos servet ab hoste cruento.”
4 Protege. Pvra. Pia. Qvos. Convoco. Virgo, Maria.”

Wo have no lack of witnesses as to the time this bell
remained at the Abbey.

The author of “HSome Account of the Ancient and
:Eresent Qtate of Shrewsbury” says it was sold in

673.

Phillips says : « About the year 1700, it was cracked,
and sold to Mr. Rudhal, of Gloucester, and the money
applied to the new pewing of the church.”

Owen and Blakeway say : “ It was broken in ringing
for the safe retwrn of Corbet Kynaston, Hsq., from
France, in 1750, and sold to Mr. Rudhall, the renowned
bell-founder of CGloucester.”

Unforbunately not one of theso statements is strictly
true, which momentarily shakes our faith in history.
On the other hand, no one doubts the veracity of oar
Tocal historians, and it is bub charitable to suppose that
each deemed he bhad good ground for his statement.
Tr respect of the first statement, we know that the
parish passed a resolution in 1678 that the great bell
should be taken down, broken, and converted into
money. And in respect of the second and third state
ments, we know that the bell was gold to Mr. Rudhall,
of Gloucester—not, however, in 1700 or 1730, but in
1783. Possibly Phillips may have had more ground
than we can at present Jiscover for his statement that
the bell was cracked about the year 1700, We know
that it wasin a cracked state at least five years before the
History of Shrewsbury states it was broken, For in
1725 the Churchwardens pay £1 1s. 0d. for an
ineffectual attempt to restore its tone, or, as the item
states, ¢ For trying to mend the great bell.” A similar
unsuccessful attempt was made a fow years ago to
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restore the seventh bell at the Abbey, after it had been
cracked ten years, and for which nearly five times the
above amount was paid, and the Present great bell of
Tong has been in a cracked state over thirty years,

The following resolution in relation to the sale of
the great bell appears in the parish books —

“Novemb yo 70 1731, Memn it ig agrecd by a Genaral
Parish meeting y* y great Bell now eracked ‘and useless
& ornament
shall be sold for y use , of ye church, Provided » faculty
may be obtained for so doing. Witness our hands
“Jonn LarmaM, Vier, &e.”

The interpolation of “ ornament ” i suggestive of the
thought that a little warm discussion might have taken
place at this Parish Meeting on the subject of church
ornamentation. For John Latham was the obnoxious
Parson who had removed the painting of the crucifixion
from the church against the wishes of many of . the
parishioners, and of whom it was said—

“ The Parson's the man
Lot him say what he can
'Will for gain leave his God in the lurch 3
Could Tscariot do more
Had it been in hig Ppower,
Than to turn his Lord out of the chureh,”

Official authority for selling the bell must have
been obtained forthwith. For in the same year Benj®
Povey is paid £1 2s. for taking down the bell, and
28. 8d. is paid for drink for men that broke the bell.
The Parish, however, seem to have had some trouble
in finding a customer for the metal, for it is not until
the early part of 1733 that Abraham Rudhall becomes
purchaser, and in the same year Tho* Evans is paid
88, for carrying ye bell to y°® water side, and Wm
Haynes is paid 185, 9d. for carrying y° bell to Glouces-
ter, and another item states, P for carriage of ye bell
mettal 3d.

The parish soon determine how they shall appro-
priate the proceeds, as the following shows ;——
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« Maxch 10, 1783.—At a Parish meeting held this day, accor-
ding to notice given, if is unanimously agreed that the charges
of repairing the houses late in the possession of Powell be
defray'd and paid by ye churchwardens out of the money due
from Mr. Abraham Rudhall for the great bell, according to
the power given them by & faculty granted from the courts.—
Witness our hands the day year above written,

«J, B. Beniow, jun,
Jos, Banwms, &, &

But the “money due” from the * renowned bell-
founder of Gloucester” was not so easy to get. “Over
{5 months pass, and the following resolution appears
on the Books \—

«June 30, 1734—At a ¢ Publick parish meeting of the
darishioners of the Parish duly assembled, according to the
usual notice given, it is agreed that the last and present church-
wardens, or such of them as Council shall advise, shall com-
mence, prosecute, or proceed agt Abraham Rudhall and John
Tatham, clerke Vieor of the Parish, or either of them, in such
action or suite in Law or Equity as Council shall advise for
recovery of the mone%' due from the said Rudball, for the
metal of the great bell sold to him, which he refuses to pay
for, under pretence that he has fiven a note for the same,
which is in the hands of ‘the said Mr. Latham, and w he
cefuses to deliver, and that all the said churchwardens shall

be indemnifyed by us and the rest of the parishioners/
« Ag withess our hands, - :
« RzcHp JENkiNg, Warden, &e., &e.”
Proceedings were nstituted against Rudhall alone, as

the following items show —

Reoeived of Budhall, in part .. .. £80 0 0
0f Rudhall in further part .. 83 0 0
£143 0 0O
On March 30, 1735, the following resolution was
pessed :—

« At g parish meeting held this day, according to notice
given, it is unanimous] agreed that the church shall be white-
washed, and several places of the covering repaired, and the
charges thereof defrayed and paid by the churchwardens out
of the money paid by M. Ab* Rudhall for the great bell,
according to the power given them by a faculty granted from
the court——Witness our hands,

' « RICHD JENKIN.
« Wu, Berrow, &, &e.”
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The following items appear later (—-

Of Rudhall’s attorney towards costs o 770
Do. towards the bell metal w619 10
Of Ball & Harries to Bal, ... e 011 8

£1318 6

It does not seem clear whether the 11s, 8d. was for
law expenses or for bell metal, or both, which leaves us
in doubt whether the bell fotched £148 19s. 10d. or
£149 11s 6d., or something between these two sums,
But in either case the very explicit statement of Owen
and Blakeway, That the bell weighed “ 85 ewt., and
£147 was received for the metal at the rate of 9d.
per Ib.,” cannot be correct. Thus ends the sad history
of the great bell,

Tts fowr companion bells, the second of which had
been recast in 1589 by “Larry oldfield and Larry
Danne, of Notingham,” with three small bells from
St. Gyles', weighing together 104 cwt. 1 qr. 20 Ibs,
left the Abbey in 1673, when eight new bells were
cast for the tower by M. George Oldfield of Not-
tingham, :

The following are the items and resolutions relating
to these belly :(— ‘

“1672—Paide Thomas Jones for taking down St. Gyles
bells, 105

“Paide John Everall for carrying Saint Gyles’ bells down to
the Abbey Church, 1s, 6d.”

“In goods of the parish—3 bells from St Gyles.”

“Apl. 15, 1673—Mem. that it is agreed upon by the assembly
of the parish this day that ye Churchwardlens shall treat with
a bell-founder abouf the easting of the foure lesser bells, St.
Giyles' his Dells to make a ring of eight, and to let the greate
bell remaine ag at present,”

“At an assembly of the Farish of Holy Cross and St, Gyles,
upon 7 Octr. 1673, ordered that the greate belle, called by the
name of St. Winefred’s Bell, or the greatest of the 5 old bels,
be taken down, broken, and converted for the use of the Paxish
.Church, in consideration of the great want of money for the
satistying and supplying of the work now in hand, which ig
the making of 8 new bells in the said chureh,”
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«1g74—Recd. of Mz, Oldfield for 15 hundred and 46 The, of
pell maotal—>Sb. Gylew bells heing included—the sum of
£66 0 0.7

«1674—Pd Mr, Georg Oldl of Nottinghamn for casting of 8
bells wayeing four score (fons) and nne hundred and two
pounds £89 0 87

Qeven of these bells have been recast or replaced
since thab date—two of them more than once—and
the Abbey tower is now digtinguished by containing
the oldest and the newest church bells i Shrewsbury.

The eighth or tenor bell was recasb 11 1682 by Tho*
Roberts, with additional metal, which naturally leads
to the inference that the original tenor was not suffi-
clently powerful for the Feal, as was the case with the
original tenor of St. Chads. Tt was recasb again in
1718 by Abrahamm. Rudhall,  Motto, Religion and
loyalty do make the best harmony.

The sixth bell was vecast in 1745 by Abel Rudhall
Motto, Prosperity 0 the Church of England.

The fourth bell was recast in 1743, This was
cracked In 1807 m ringing at the election of that year,
when the Hon. William Hill and Tho Jones, Fisq.,
were returned Members of Parliament, and was recast
again in 1812 by Mr. J. Briant, of Hertford.

The treble and second bells were veplaced in 1825 by
voluntatry subscription, the old bells being ill-tuned.
T, Mears, of Tondon, founder.

The fifth bell was recast by C. G. Mears, of London,
in 1846, Motto, Come when 1 call to serve od all.
The old bell was cracked on Sunday, the 186 of Nov™
1840, in ringing for the Rev. Edward Bickersteth
(now Dean o Tachfield) and Tig bride, who had just
teturned from. their wedding touf. :

The seventh or Victoria Bell was cast by John
Warner and Sons, Tondon, On one side it bears the
{following inscription . Victoria, casb 1877. Prrchased
with subsoriptions raigsed by David Davies, in lieu ©
old bell, 1673, P. W hitcombe, B.A.; Vicar, H. Wade,
P, Wilkes, Churchwardens. On the other side 18 a
well executed profile of Her Majesty—2 duplicate of

vOL. 1T P
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the one on the great bell at Leeds Town Hall —and is
the only one which has been struck from the same
stamp,

The old seventh bell was cracked on the 9th of Nov,,
1862, in celebrating the coming—of—age of the Prince of

ales.  Motto, God save the King.

The third is the only bell remaining of the peal of
eight cast in 1673, and bears this ingeription, G. Oldfield
cast thees 8. We call this the lying bell.
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THE RECORDS OF THE CORPORATION OF
OSWLSTRY.

Tre manuseripts in the possession of the Corporation of
Oswestry commence with a grant by a Fitzalan to the
Burgesses in the year 1324,

There is, however, an old copy of a charter of the
year 1263 preserved on the back of a lease of the time
of Henry 1V. We shall place this copy fivst in the
catalogue.

Thus it will be seen that the original manuscripts in

the custody of the borough begin two centuries and a
half and the quasi-original two centuries after the con-
quest. :
T+t is not our intention by way of preface to weave a
local history from chronicles written long after the
occurrence of the facts they profess to relate, or to
vepeat the stories and the myths which tradition has
handed down to us of the romantic origin of Oswestry.
We would rather draw the attention of the reader to
the historical evidences still existing in origival docu-
Tnents which can be seen and can be handled, and
which have never passed out of the custody of the
Burgesses. . '

In the Public Record Office, and in chartularies of
several of the Religious Houses of Shropshire, but espe-
cially In those of Shrewsbury and Haughmond, much
concerning Oswestry may be read of a date anterior to
the earliest of the Corporation records. Perhaps here-
after an opporbunity may arise for printing them n
congeeutive form.

Though shorn of the interest: which a very early date
never fails to create, the extant manuscripts of the
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Corporation are nevertheless proofs of an unbroken
corporate life, extending over a period of more than six
centuries, Such an inheritance belongs only to the old
towns of an old country.

The Norman Kings of England had alveady given
place to the Plantagenets at the date of the passing of
the first charter, which we tvanseribe. Our catalogue
will be carried on through the veigns of the families of
Lancaster and York, of the Tudors, of the Stuarts and
the Guelphs. The changes and lapses which have be-
fallen the royal houses of England faithfully exemplify
the changes and chances which have overtaken the
inferior owners of the soil. The names which oceur in
the early charters are names unheard amongst us now.
The Burgesses, however, have maintained without inter-
ruption their corporate life through the length of years,
they have continued to hear sway and to hold land,
while all the lordships and broad lands around them
have passed over and over again, by marriage or by
purchase, to new comers,

We will make one other observation : Go where you
will amongst the ancient towns of England and you will
find it hard to discover work of man’s creation which
has survived even three centuries. Sometimes where
the hand of the restorer has not been laid too ignorantly
on our churches, some old work may be confidently
vouched for on the outside ; sometimes where the same
hand hasg not fallen sacrilegiously on the monumental
stones of the Interior, in order to provide a place for
encaustic tiles and hot water pipes, here and there a
quaint epitaph carved in stone will tell its old-fashioned
story. But when you leave the precincts of the church
it is only by a rare good chance that you are able to
trace In the streets, or in the market-place, or on the
Castle hill, or round the eircuit where the walls once
stood, a recognisable vestige of antiquity.

Parchments have held their own against men’s insati-
able love of destruction better than stones or bricks, or
wood or iron. '
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There are in Shropshive six corporate towns of old
and fair repute—Shrewsbury, Ludlow, Oswestry, Bridge-
north, Wenlock, and Bishop’s Castle, We venture to
express a hope that the charters of all of them may not
only be kept in due order by their present owners, but
that some one may be forthcoming willing to save their
contents from all possible danger m the future by edit-
ing and printing them.

-No. L
12 Jan.  47th Henr. TII, A.D. 1262,

This grant is taken from an ancient transcript which
appears on the back of a lease from the Abbot and Con-
vent of Haughmond of the year 1432, The lease will
be found in 1ts proper chronological order. _

John Fitz-alan the grantor was the son of John Fitz-
alan and Tsabel sister and in her issue co-heir of Hugh
d’Albini last Earl of Arundell of that family, He was
- fifth in descent from Alan-fitz-Flaad who under the
auspices of Henry the first was promoted to great
power in Shropshire about 1101, He succeeded his
father while yet a minor, died in 1267 and was buried in
Haughmond Abbey. During the rebellion of Simon de
Montfort he steadily adhered to King Henry IIT, He
succeeded through the co-heirship of his mother to a
fourth part of the estates of Earl Hugh d’Albini, and
Arundell Castle fell to his shave. It may be noticed
that he is not called in this charter Earl of Arundell but,
merely Lovd of Arundell, nor is he anywhere else cor-
rectly designated as an Farl. (Eytons Ant. Shrop.
Vol. vii., p. 253.) |

Oswestry belonged to the Norman shrievalty of
Shropshive, A castle was built there by Warin, the
Norman sheriff.  When the shrievalty of the county
was conferred on Alan Fitz Flaad by Henry I. the
manor of Oswestry passed into the hands of that family
and remained with them. (Idem, vol. x., p. 820, )

Ome’s (sio) ad quos presens hoc seiptu visuris uel aud’,
John's fil' Alani Du’s de Arundell Salt'm in Dr'o. Novit vnivst
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ya de special’ gr'a et fanore g* penes Burgenc’ nostris ville

wre d’oswaldestrin gerim’ et hem’ in melioracione eord’ Burgen’

ot incment’ vtilitat Bu'gene’ m'ror. Dedisse et concessesse 1’
nobig et hered” wris piat Burgene’ n'tis et eor’ hered’ et

successoribz plena’ libera’ potestat’ et auctoritat ordina’di

faciend® et ¢“ficiend’ infra  sei’pos laudabil’ ordinac’ones et -
'posiciones q° erunt et son’at honest’ et pfieaw’ ac emolument’

pdeor Burgene' et eor success’ progativa n'ra res'uat. Ac

si forineic’ I aligis residens in d'ea vill’ w'ra non "hente lib'tat’

burgencial’ ne alig’s ali’ alienigene exeunt xedeunt (7) surbarbu’

n've d'ce vill frandident’ ad emend’ vietual et aliq’ Mercimonia

et alig® res ad detriment’ et piudiciu’ lib'tat’ dict’ vill’ n're ot
vfic ae emolument Buvgene’ dict’ n'or: anteqr venerint ad

}ocu’ ford’ (?) d’ce n're vill vbi erunt vii et c'osuet’ vendend’

q* empt’ et (7) si (2) ¢ capient’ et, p’ Ministros n'ros conduet’

fuerint ad Frgastut’ proiend’ se'dum disorec’one’ Ballivor n'or

dce vill wre: INf qd null’ Minister wror in lib'tat’ eb

vtillitat’ d’cor’ Burgene’ n'or’ intemitt’ n¢ ingrediant® sz? in

casn deffecc’ols d’cor Burgend et eor success’ p’ hac con-
cessione et cofirmac’one p'd’el Burgene' n'ri delderut’ nobz

vigint' Marc’ Stling: Ac ppt’ hoe no’ pde Joh'nes et
hered’ n'ri ant'diet’ eoncessiones pdict Burgene'n 'ris cont’-o'es
p'pulos imppetuw’ warantizabim’ et semp’ p'manea’t rat’ grat’ et
stabil. In cui vei testionin’ p’sent’ se'pt w'ro feeim’ roboraxi
sigillo n'ro Hijs testibz Thome Constenn’e Nichol de Roced (?)
Willimo de Stanton Walto' Deupton’ M'ro de Welton et alijs
Dat’ in hospico’ n’ro Lond’ xij* die Januarij anno regni reg’
Henvice fil’ vegis Joh'nis post "quest’ xlvij™® ista copia
erat seipt’ in capitlo’ abbat’ monast’ de Haughmond p' me Dn'm
Will'mm Ap=delwilk vnw’ conuent’ dict’ abbat’ anno Drni
nf¥ gpecificat.

TRANSLATION.

To all who shall see or hear of this present writing John
Fitzalan, Lord of Arundell, greeting in the Lord, Know ye that
we, of the special grace and favour we bear and have towards
our Burgesses of our vill of Oswaldestry, for the bettering of
the same Burgesses and the increase and wealth of our bBur-
gesses, have given and granted for ouxselves and our heirs to
the aforesaid Burgessos and their heirs and successors, full and
free power and authority to ordain make and pass amongst
themselves laudable ordinances and agreements, which shall be
. . . for the profit and well being of the aforesnid Burgesses
and their suceessors, our own prerogative being reserved,
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And if a foreigner or anyone living in our gaid vill not
having the freedom of the borough or any other stranger go
ot into or return from the suburbs of our said vill fraudulently
to buy provisions or an merchandise or any thing to the
injury and prejudice of the franchise of our said vill and the
profif and well being of our said Burgesses, before such things
chall have been brought to the public place of our said vill
where they are used and accustomed to be sold and bought, if
any such persons be taken, they shall be carvied by our officers
#o the prison to be provided by the discretion of our Bailitfs of
our said vill.

And that 1o officer of ours shall interfere with or intrude
upon the liberties or enjoyment of our said Burgesses except
in case of the default of the said Burgesses and their sue-
CESSOTS,

For this grant and confirmation our aforesaid Burgesses
have given o us twenty marks stexling.

Wherefore we the aforesaid John and our heirs warrant
the abovomentioned grants to our aforesaid Burgesses against
all men for ever, and may they last for ever fixed gratnitous
and established.

Tn testimony whereof we have corroborated the present
writing with our seal.

These the witnesses Thomas Clonstantine 2Nicholas of Roced

1 The family of Constantine weve goated ot Eaton Constantine ns

faoffees of the Fitzalans. The manor was in the hundred of Bradford, -
and was held as a Jaight's fee by the service of 40 days' wardship at-

Whiteminster (Oswestry) in war time at the knight's own cost,
Thomas Constantine was the son of Thomas Constantine and Isabella
sister and co-heir of Robert de Girros. The sister of Isabelle and
coligir of her brothor married Walter de Hopton the father of one
of tho other witnesses to this charter. e was one of the four Core-
ners of Shropshire in 1256 and appears in that year as a knight
‘empanelled to try canses of grand assize, In 1269 he is the first
named of a namber of knights who sat on & Tovest inquest at Sherif:
hales. He appears ag a witness often in conjunction with his relative
Walter de Hopton to local charters, i estates were at Oldbury,
Haton Constantine, Burwarton, Knockin, Fitz and Woolstan., His
daughter and sole heir Tsabella merried Adam de Montgomery.—
(Eyton’s Ant. Shrop. Vol. 1., p. 134, Vol. 1L, p. 3, p. 38, Ditto,
p. 78. Vol. X, p. 149-156-298).

2 Roced, possibly Wroxeter, which wag & manor appurtenant to
the Barony of Oswestry and held by the Fitzalans of the King in
capite,—( Ditto. Vol, VII, p. 310.)
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"William of Staunton *Walter of Upton, Mro’ of ¥Welton and
others,

Given in our house in London the 12th day of January in
the 47th year of the reign of King Henry the son of King
John after the congquest.

This copy was written in the capital abbey of the monastery
of Haughmond by me Master William ap Delwilk one of the
convent of the said abbey in the yoar of the Lord specified
below,

No. II.
29 Sep. 18 Edw. IL. A.D. 1324,

Edmund Fitzalan, Earl of Arundell, the grantor of this
charter, was the son of Richard Fitzalan, Karl of Arun-
dell and Alice, daughter of the Marquess of Saluce. He

} Staunton upon Hine Heath in the hundred of Bradford, The
Lord of Staunton did ward of one knight for 40 days at Fitzelan’s
Castle of Oswestry at his own costs. The family of Staunton’ held
this manor for several generations; the owner at the date of this
charter appears to have been Stephen de Staunton who was s miner,
Probably this William was a relative of his.—Eyton’s Ant., Shrop.
Vol. IX., p. 296.

# Walter de Upton or rather de Hopton was of Hopton Castle in
Sbhropshire, He was of the legal profession, In 1288 he was sheriff
of the county. In 1275 ho was a Baron of the Exchequer. He was
subsequently one of the justicss itinerant and in 1290 was fined 2,000
marks for malversation in that office. His lineal descendant Thomas
Hopton was gheriff of Shropshire in 1430, whose only child earried his
great estates into the family of Sir Roger Corbet of Moreton. Thua
far from Blakeway's Skeriffs of Shropshire. Tyton informs us that
through his grandmother Joan the sister of Robert de Girros he was
neatly related to Thomas Constantine and inherited considerable
egtates, In 1256 he was one of the four Coroners of Shrop-
shire, =~ He married Matilds Pantulf Baroness of Wem after the
death of her first husband. This marriage made him doubly impor-
tant though he was in his own right one of the first feudatories of
Shropshive, 1In 1268 he was one of the justiciars of Shropshire, In
1268 he was sheriff. In 1277 he was sitting as justiciar at Ludlow,
He appears constantly as o witness to local charters. In 13085 the
annual value of the estates of his son, then a minor, situated at Fitz,
Mytton,Grafton, Sandford (nr,Oswestry), Burwarton, Hopton, Shelderton
and Broadford, was £22 11s, 44, Most if not all of these manors
were held under the Fitzalans, He held besides estates in Hereford-
shive under the Mortimers.—(Eyton’s dnt, Shrop. Vols, 111, p. 33;
IX., p. 172; X, 140-156-298 ; XI., 256),

8 Welton possibly intended for Wellington,
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was the great, grandson of John Fitzalan TT. the grantor
of the first charter. He married Alice, sister and in her
isstie sole heir of John Plantagenet, Farl of Warven and
Surrey. (Eyton’s Ant, Shrop. Vol, VIL, p. 228.) He
was connected with the unfortunate favourites of
Bdward II., the Despensers, through the marriage of
his son with a daughter of Hugh le Despencer. He was
a staunch supporter of Edward IL. and in the baronial
tebellion which ended in ‘the deposition and murder of
that prince he was taken prisoner in the neiglibourhood
of Shrewsbury by Sir John de Charlton of Powis, on the
27th Nov, 1326, the day after the capture of his sove-
reign, He was carried to Hereford, where he wag
execute;d. (Blakeway's Hist, of Shrewsbury,  Vol. T,
p. 161,

Grant by the Earl of Avundell to the Burgesses of Oswestry of
two shops in Legge-strect,

Sciant p'sentes et futuri q'd nos Edmundus Comes Arv'dellie
dedim’ ’cessim’ ot hac p'senti carta nostra, ad firma’ ppetua’
firmavim’ burgencibz nris de Oswaldestre duas schoppas
nostras in eadem villa in vico q' vocat Leggest’ incentes int’
schoppam filiora’ Rici’ ext'nei ot tenementis Willi fit Wirli
pistoris cu’ paviam’to novo a ret® int’ ’eag schoppas et tenemn’ta
}wredu’ Job' . . Balle, Habend’ et Tenend’ de noly et heredibz
wis p'deis burge’sibz et eorn’ heredibz 1Whe qlete bene et . , .

R Ptinenciis et aysiam’tis *deis schoppis
eb pavianr'to spectantibz nppetur’.  Reddendo inde annuatim
nob’ L L. 18 tresdecim solid’ et quatuor denay

argenti ad festu’ ‘sei Michael et Annwciac’ois beate Marie p’
om'ibz suiciis exacc’oibz et demandis, In cui’ rel testimonin’
huie p'senti earte 'nre sigillw’ nostrw’ apposuin’, Hiis testibz
"Dno Ri'co Abbate de Hagemon Rog'o” Carles Alexandro de
Schavinton "Dno Ri‘co de Dounton Rectore de Feltun Jo'he
filio Hugonis, Da’s apud Oswaldestre die 'set Micliael’ Anno
Regni Reg’ Edwardi fil Reg’ Edwardi decimooctato,

TRANSLATION,

Let those present and those to come know that We Edmund
Earl of Arundell have given conceded and by this our present
charter have for ever confirmod to our burgesses of Oswaldstree
two shops of ours in the same Vill, situatod in the row which
is called Legges stroef, betwixt the shops of the sons of
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Richard the stranger and the tenement of William son of
William the baker, together with the pavement at the back
in rear of the seid shops and of the tenements of the heirs
of John Ball,

To have and to hold of us and our heixs by the Burgesses
aforesaid and their heirs freely quietly well and . . . together
with the appurtenances and easements to the said shops and
pavement belonging for ever. ) )

Paying yearly tous . . . thirteen shillings and fourpence m
silver at the feast of St, Michael and the Annunciation of the
Blessed Mary in lieu of all services claims and demands.

In witness whereof to this present charter of ours our seal
we have affixed.

These the witnesses 'Master Richard Abbot of Ha%zmon,
(Haughmond) *Roger Carles sAlexander of Shavinton, “Master
Richard of Dounton Rector of Felton John Fitzhugh.,

Ciiven at Oswestry on the day of St Michael in the 18th
year of the reign of King Tdward the son of King Edward.”

No I11L
14 Avg. 22 Rich. II. A.D, 1398.

In the year 1394 King Richard II. threw off the
restraints put upon him by his uncle the Duke of Glou-

"1 Richard de Broke canon of Kenilworth dlected abbot in 1305,
died in 1325.—(Byton’s Ant. Skrop. Vol. VILL, p. 301.)

2 Roger Carlos it a witness to a deed in 1326 of Bdmund Vitzalan’s
to the Burgesses of Clun. He thero signs immediately before Ales-
ander de Shavynton.—({Eyton’s dnt. Shrop. Vel XT,, p. 234.)

8 Aloxander de Shavynton was the Earl of Arundell's steward of
the marches.—(Ditto. Vol. XL, p. 234,) He waa collector of a
goutage for Shropshire in 1519 and 1320.—(Ditto. Vol X,, p. 8.)
Ho witnesses a deed of Richard Fitzalan's whieh passed at Oawestry
in 1382 in favour of Ruyton Vicarage, in which he is desoribed ag
i the Earl's seneschail."—( Ditio. Vol. X, p. 118.) Shavynton where
the family held land is in the neighbourhood of Market Drayton.

4 Tn 1892 Bdmund Fitzlan questioned the right of Thomas de
Cheneye to be Rector of West Felton and presonted Richerd de
Downton. ‘The Bishop admitted him on the Farl's prezentation, bub
Thomas de Choneye would not give way. Thus things continued il
1540 when Richard de Downton died, and Thomas de Chenoye was

found by the Bishop ‘“de facte” the incumbent in possession. A

commission was appointed thereupon to deal summarily with Thomas
de Cheneye.—(Eyton’s dut, Shrop. Vol XL, p. 5and 6.) Downton
was o member of the manor of Upton Magna in which the Abbey of
Haughmond had an interest through the benefactions of the Fitz-
alang,—( Ditto. Vol, VLI, p. 276.) .
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cester, and partly by treachery, partly by an unwonted
display of vigour, succeeded in seizing his uncle and
with {dm his principal supporters, among whom were
Richard Farl of Arundell and his brother the Archbishop
of Canterbury. The Farl was at once impeached,
attainted, and beheaded. The archbishop was banished
from the Kingdom, and the Duke having been hurried
off to Calais wag found to have died snddenly, a circum-
stance which did not prevent sentence of attainder being
passed upon him. Thus it happened that Oswestry was
in the King’s hands at this time as part of the forfeited
estato of Fitzalan, To William Leserop, Earl of Wilt-
shire, the confiscated estate was granted, and his name
appears as one of the witnesses to this charter. When
Henry of Lancaster, afterwards Henry IV., overthrew

King Richard, the Earl of Wiltshire was executed with-
out trial after the taking of Bristol, and a little time
before the murder of his master at Pontefract. In 1398,
the date of this charter, King Richard held a Parliament
atShrewsburyand on the same occasion visited Oswestry.
A charter granted ten years before was confirmed this
year by an “inspeximus” to the Burgesses of Shrews-
bury.—(Blakeway’s Hist. of Shrewsbury. Vol. L, p.
172.) There is frequent reference to this Shrewsbury
charter in the Oswestry charter, The initial letter
repregenting the King in his robes is the same in both.

Charter of Richard II, to the Burgosses of Oswestry.

Ricardus Dei gra’ Rex Anglie et Francie et Dominus Hi’bnie
Archie'pis E'pis Ab'bibz Prioribus Ducibz Marchionibz Comi-
tibus Baronibz Justiciar’ Vieecomitibus Prepositis Ministris ot
omnibz Ballivis et fideliz suis’ salutem. Sciatis ¢’d eum villa
de Oswaldestre infra , . . . .. .. .. ... . .. wrm Cestr’ in
Marchin int” Angliam et Walliam situata existat ac de tempore
quo non extat memorin de om’imodis 1i'btatibz ville et Burgo
m’catorio p'tinentibus previlegiata extitit et adhuc existat vt
accepimus. Nos de gra’ n'ra speciali et p’ meliora’coe ville pre-
dicte ac ad supplicac’oem Burgensium eiusdem ville concessimus
pro nob’ et heredibz n'ris eisilem Burgensibz et eor heredibz et
successoribz Burgensibz eiusdem ville q'd in eodem Burgo p’
co’e consilium villate eligant duos de legalioribz et discrecioribz
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de Burgensibz ad eustodiend’ plita Corone et alin que ad nos et
Coronam n'ram p'tinent in eocl[em Burgo et ad vidend’ q'd Pre-

ositi Burgi illins iuste et legitime fractent tam paupes ¢'m
Fliuites Et q'diidem Burgenses |’ trangressionibz seit foris'feuris
g'uientum suor catalla et bona sua in manibz ip'or inuenta aut
alicubi locor p’ ip’os s'uientes deposita quatenus sua esse suffi-
cienter p’bare potunt non amittant Kt etiam si p'fati Bur-
genses aut eor aliqui infra tevram et potestatem n'ram testati
docesserint vel intestati nos vel heredes n'ri bona ip'or confiscaxi
non faciemus quin eor heredes ntegre ip’a WWeant quatenus 'des,
catalla *deor defunctor’ fuisse constiterit. Dumtamen de dictis
heredibus noticia aut fides sufficienter “heatur Bt q'd nullus
vicecomes aut alius ballivus vel Minister noster deet'o capiat
prisas aliquas infra Iibtatem ville })’dce pret’qrm debit’ et
hactenus consuet’ nisi de consensu illor quor res ille fwlint et

'd liceat eisdem Burgensibus distringere in Burgo pdeo
debitores suos pro debitis que illis apud eundem Burgum
accom’odanerunt et q'd de vadiis tam de terris ghm de_aliis
vebus infra burgum p'dem existentibus et ibidem inuadiatis
plitum ibidem teneatur Kt ¢'d assise de victualibus f'ce et
constitute p probos hoies eiusdem Burgi et p’ ballinos n'ros
teneatu” et conserventur sup forigfeuram n'ram Et g'd iidem
Burgenses h'eant thol et theam sokam et sakam et Infangenc-
thef infra eundem Burgum Concessimus eciam eisdem Burgen-
sibus et eor’ heredibus q'd Weant gildam m’catoriam cumn hansa
ot, aliis constetudinibus et lib'tatibz ad gildam illam p'tinentibus
it ¢'d nullus qui non sit de gilda illa m’candisam aliguam
faciab in Burgo p'dco misi do voluntate cordem Burgensium
Concessimus eciam eis et eor’ heredibus q’d si aliquis nativas
alicwins in codem Burgo manserit et eciam in eo se tenw'it et
fuw'it in p'fata gilda et hansa lot et scot cum eisde’ Burgensibus
p’ vnw’ annum et ynw’' diem sine calumpnia deineeps non possit
vepeti o d’no suo set in codem Buwgo liber p'maneat Preterea
concessimus eisdem Burgensibus et eo’ heredibz ¢'d quieti sint
P’ totam terram n'ram de theloneo lestagio passagio pontagio
stallagio et de lene et de Danegildes et Gaywyt et om'ibus allig
consuetudinibug et exaccionibz p’ totam potestatem ferre ‘nre
tam in Anglia q*m in omnibus aliis terris n'ris salua hib'tate
Ciuitatis n’re London Concessimus eciam et hac carta ‘nra con-
firmavimus p'fatis Burgensibus n'ris q’d nullus emat infra
Burgum p'dem coria vecencia vel pannu’ erndum nisi sit in
lotto et scotto et in assisa et tallagio cum eisdem Burgensibus
Cloncessimus insuper et hac carta. n'ra confirmauimus pro nob’
ot horedibus n'ris Burgensibus p'd’eis q'd ip’i et eor’ heredes
imp’pm per totam terram et potestatem pram hanc Reant
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libtatem vide'le g'd ipi vel eor’ bona quocumaz locor in
potestate n're inventa non arestentur p’ aliquo debito de quo
fideinssores aut principales debitores non extitnt nisi forte 1pi
debitores de eor sint comuna eb potestate hentes ynde de
debitis suls in toto vel in parte satisfac’e possint et d'cl bur-
genses creditoribz eordem debitor’ in iusticla defirint et de hoe
ronabiliter constare possit Concessimus eciam eisdem Burgen-
sibus P’ nobis et hevedibz n'yis g'd ip'i et eor’ heredes imp prm

wioti gt de om’imoda contribuc’oe muragi faclend” in regno -
wro Concessimus eciam pro nobis et heredibus n'ris et _hac
carte n'ra confirmanimus fatis Burgensibus 'd nuilus Bur-
gensinm set Woim n'ror efusdem ville vel alior imyp’ litetur seu
occasionetur sup’ &licjllliblls appellis rectis iniuriis transgres-
sionibus criminibz calumpniis indcamentis seu aliquibz aliis
rebus eis impositis sew imponend’ infra libtatem ville p'd’ee
fact’ seu qualit’cumqz ernergentibus  nisi golomodo  coram

balliuis eiusdem ville nec convineantur p’ aliquos forinsecos set
p’ pares suos ville eb lib'tatis p'd’ear nisi res ille tangant
Coitatem eiusdem ville ef tunc in casu illo deducantur secun-
dum libtates Burgensium. n'ror ville n're Salop’ approbatas et
hactenus racionabiliter vsitatas Kb qd nullus Burgensis d'ce
ville de Oswaldestre ponatur in assisis inratis recognic’oibz sen
inquisieionibz aliquibus sup’ aliquibus criminibz transgressioni-
bus sew aliguibus aliis ne ociis ot rebus cornm aliquibus J ustic’
et Ministris n'ris ca,pien(% nisi infra dictam villam de Oswal-
destre coram balliuis eiusdem ville et hoe de rebus f'cis infra
Jib'tatem pdictam nisi rantumodo de hils que tangunt ad
Cloronam n'ram et infra easdem villam et lib'tatem de Oswal-
destre fiori contigit Bt eciam q'd sidem Burgenses ville de
Oswaldestre imperpetunm leant attachiamenta prisonam p-
priam. et custodiam omnium prisonum attachiator’ et attachi-
andor gen ad prisonam adindicator et adindicandor’ qua-
liteumqz infra lib'tatem doe ville de Oswaldestre eodem
moto quo h'ent et here debent pfati Burgenses n'ri d'ce
ville 'nre Salop’ Bt g'd onvia plita et querele infra dietam
villam de Oswaldestre et lib'taterm elusdom emergencia coram
Ballivis eiusdem ville de Oswaldestre teneantur et non alibi
exceptis hiis que ad coronam n'ram &)’tinent ¥t q'd nullus
Burgengium sewt hoim nror dicte ville de Oswaldestre aut alior
imp'litetur de terris et tenementis sew de alicluibz aliig rebus
infra dictamn villam de Oswaldestre et libtatern eiusdem
existentibus sen em’igentibus coram aliquibug Justic’ seu
Ministris set solomodo coram Ballivis einsdem ville de Oswal-
destrep’ quod . . . vel alio modo fu'int implitati Kb g d nullus

vicecomes nee aliquis alius ballinus seu Minister n'r vel heredum
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wror ingrediatur dictem villam de Oswaldestre aut lbtatem
eiusdem nec in aliquo se intromittat sup Burgenses et h'oies
pdictar ville et lib'tatis de Oswaldestre sen sor aliquem de
aliquo plito querela occasione transgressione sen alia re infra
lib’tatem eiusdem ville'de Oswaldestre em'gent nisi in defectu
eordem Burgensium, Saluis nobis et heredibus nostyis p’litis
Corone n're que attachiari debent p’ eosdem Burgenses d’ee
ville de Oswaldestre vsqz adventum Justic’ n'ror et q'd p’ totam
terram et potestatem n'ram Meant et teneant omnes et singulas
lib'tates et Iibag consuetudines suas approbatas et hactenus
racionabiliter vsitatas quas hlent plati Burgenses nostri d'ee
ville Salop’ Prouiso semp’ ¢’d Balliui d’ce viﬁe de Oswaldestre
bro tempore existentes de finibz am’ciamentis ot excitibz
forist'eis ibidem em’gentibus siue p'uenientibus et de aliis
pficuis eiusdem ville de Oswaldestre nob’ debitis nobis et
:llleredibus nris de tempore in tempus immutabiles existant
‘ub ante confeec'osm pP’sentis carte ‘nre esse consueverumt
%umre volumus et firmit’ peipimus pro nobis et heredibus n’ris
q'd fidem Burgenses d'ce ville de Oswaldestre et oor’ heredes et
successores Burgenses eiusdem ville in eadem villa 1 coe
consitium villate eligant duos de legalioribus et discrecrioribus
de Burgensibus ad custodiend p'lita corone et alia que ad nos
et Coronam n'ram p'tinent in eodem Burgo de Oswaldestre et
ad vidend’ o’d p'positi Burgi illius juste et legitime tractent
tam qaupe’s qm c{iuites Et g'd iidem Burgenses dicte ville de
Oswaldestre p’ transgressionibus seu forisfeuris seruientum
suor catalla et bona sua in manibus ipor’ inventa aut alicubi
locor p’ ip'os seruientes deposita quatenus sua esse sufficionter
p’bare poterunt non omittant Tt eciam si lidem Burgenses d’ce
ville de Oswaldestre aut eor’ aliqui infra terram et potestatem
n'ram testati decesserint vel intéstati nos vel heredes n'ri bona
ipsor confiscari non faciemus quin eor heredes integre ip’a
b'eant quatenus d’ea catalla dictor’ defunctor’ fuisse constiterit
Dumtamen de d'cis heredibus noticia aut fides sufficienter
habeatur Bt q'd nullus Vicecomes aut alius Ballinus vel
Minister noster decetero capiat prisas aliquas infra libtatem
predicte ville de Oswaldestre ptqim debit’ hactenus consuet’
nisi de consensu illor quor ves ille fwint Et q'd liceat
eisdm’ Burgensibus deOswaldestre distringere apud Oswal-.
. destre debitores suos pro debitis que illis ibidem accomo-
deuverunt Et q’'d de vadijs tam de terris g'm alijs rebus infra
pdictum Burgum de Oswaldestre existentibus et ibidem
muadiatis pl'itum ibidem tencatur et ¢'d assise de victualibus
fee’ et constitute per probos Woies eiusdem Burgi de Oswal-
destre et per ballivos nostros teneantur et conseruenter super
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forisfacturam nostram Eit o'd ijdem et Burgenses de Oswaldestre
habeant thol et theam solam et sakam et Infangenethef infra
eundem Burgum de Oswaldestre, Bt ¢'d ijdem’ Burgenses de
Oswaldestre et eor’ heredes habeant gildam mercatoriam cuim
hansa et alijs consuetudinibus et libtatibus ad gildam illam

ertinentibus Et 'd nullus qui non sit de gilda illa merean-
disam aliquam fac” in predicto Buigo de Oswaldestre nisi de
voluntate eo’dem Burgensium  Et o'd sl aliquis natinus
alicuius in prefato Burgo de Oswaldestre manserit et ecinm In
o se tenuerit eb fuerit in prefata gilda et hanga lot et scob
cum eisdem Burgensibus de Oswaldestre P’ ynum annum et
unum diem sine calumpnia deinceps non  possit repetl &
domino sto set in eodem Burgo liber pmaneat Et ¢'d ijdex
Burgenses de Oswaldestre ot eor’ heredes quieti sint per totam
tervam n'ram de theloneo lestagio passagio pontagio gtallagio
et de lene et de denegeldis et Gaywyt ot omnibus alijs con-
suetudinibus et exaccionibus per totam . . o oL e e
potestatem t're n're tam in Anglia g°m in omnibus alijs terris
hostris salua libertate ciuitatis nostre London Bt ¢’d nullus
emat infra dictam Burgum de Oswaldestre coria recencia vel
pannum  erudum nisi it in lotto et skotto et in assisa’ eb
tallagio cum eisdem Burgensibus de Ogwaldestre Bt ¢’d ijdem
Burgenses de Oswaldestre ot eor’ heredes imperpetuum p’
totam terram et potestatem n'ram hanc habeant lib'tatem
videlicet q'd ipsi vel eor’ bona quocumgr Jocoz in potestate
nostra inuenta non avestentur pro aliquo debito de quo
fideiussores aut principales debitores non extit'int nisi forte 1p'i
dobitores de eor st comuna et potestate habentes vnde de
debitis sive in toto vel in parte satisfacere possint’ et dict:
Burgenses de Oswaldestre creditoribus cordem  debitor’ in
iusticin de fuerint et de hoo racionabiliter constare possit Tt
q'd ipsi et eox’ heredes imperpetuum quieti sint de omnimoda
contribucione muragij faclen(]l’ in regno nostro Bt ¢'d nullus
Burgensium sew hominu’ nostror eiusdem ville de Oswaldestre
‘'vel alior’ imp'lifetur sew oceasionetar super aliquibus appellis
rettis iniurijs transgressionibus calumpnijs indict&menti_s
seu aliquibus alijs vebus eis im yositis sen imponendis
infra libertatem dicte ville de Oswaldestre . . ... ... ...
tis siue qualitercumqz emergentibz nisi solo modo coram
Ballivis etusdem ville de Oswaldestre nec coruincantux 14
aliquos forincecos set p’ pares suos dicte ville de Oswaldestre et
Jilbatis einsdem nisi res ille tangant c’oitatem eiusdem ville et
tune in castt illo deducantur secundum lib'tates Burgensimm
nostror’ dicte ville Salop’ approbatas et hactenus racionabiliter
ysitatas Bt q'd nullus Burgensis dee’ ville de Oswaldestre
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ponatur in assisis furatis recognicionibus seun inquisicionibus
aliquibz sup’ aliquibz eriminibz t*nggressionibz sou aliquibz alijs
negocijs et rebz cora’ aliquibz Justic' et ministris nostris
capiend’ nisi infra dietam villam de Oswaldestre coram Ballinis
eiusdem ville et hoe de rebus factis infia lib'tatem ciusdem
ville de Oswaldestre nisi tantw’ modo de hijs que tangunt ad
coronam nostrain et infra easdem libertatem et villam de
Oswaldestre fieri contigerit Tt q’'d dicti Burgenses einsdem
villo de Oswaldestre imperpetuum Habeant attachiaments
prisonam propriam et custoc%iam omnin’ prisonu’ attachiator’
et attachiandor’ seu ad prisonam adiudieator et adiudicandor
qualit’eumqgz infra libertatem dee’ ville de Oswaldestre eodem
modo quo habent et habere debent pfati Burgenses nostri de
Salop’ ~ Bt q'd om’ia plita et querele infra dictam villam de
Oswaldestre et libertater efusdem emergencia coram Balliuis
ciusdem ville de Oswaldestre teneantur et non alibi exceptis
hijs qﬁte ad coronam nostram p’tinent Lt ¢’d nullus Burgensiu’
seu hominu’ nostror dicte ville de Oswaldestre aut alior
implitetur de terris et tenementis suis nee de aliquibus alijs
rebus infra dictam ville de Oswaldestre et libertatem einsdem
existentibus sine em’gentibus coram aliquibus Justiciar seu
Ministris nostris set solomodo coram Balliuis eiusdem ville de
Oswaldestre p’ quodeumqz b're vel alio modo fu'int implitati,
Et ¢’d nullus Vieecomes nee aliquis alius balliuus sen minister
noster vel heredum nostror ingrediatur d’eam villam de Oswal-
destre aut libertatem ejusdem nec in aliquo se intromittat super
Burgenses et homines ea’dem ville et libertatis seu eor’ aliquem
in aliguo pl'ito querela oceasione transgressions seu alia re
infra lthertatem eiusdem ville de Oswaldestre em’oent’ nisi in
defectn eordem’ Burgensinm Saluis nobis et heredibus nostyis
plitis corone nostre que attachiari debent per eosdem DBur-
genses diete ville de” Oswaldestre vsqyz aduentum Justiciar
nostrorum Kt q'd per totam terram et postestatem nostram
Habeant ot teneant omnes et singulas lib’tates et lil'as con-
suetudines suas approbatas et hactenus racionabiliter vsitatas
quas habent prefati Burgenses nostri dicte ville Salop’ Prouiso
semper ¢’d idem Balliui dicte ville de Oswaldestre pro tempore
existentes de finibus amerciamentis et exitibus forisfactis
ibidem emergentibus sine provenientibus de alijs proficiis
etusdem ville de Oswaldestre nobis debitis nobis et heredibus
nostris de tempore in tempus computabiles existant put ante
confeccionem presentis carte nostre esse consueuerint sicut
predictum est Hijs testibus Venerabilibug pri'bus  Rog'o
Cantuar’ focius Anglie primate Rico’ Eb'or Anglie primate
Archiep’is R. London’ W; Wynton E. Exon’ Cancellar’ nostro
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G. Meneuen Thes’ nostro Ep’is Joh'e Lancasty’ Edmundo Ebor
Ducibus Auunculis nostris carissimis Joh's Marchione Dorg’
Jolve Sar’ Thoma Gloucesty’ Will'o Leserop Wiltes’ Cam’ario
nostro comithz Rico’ Clifford custode privati sigilli nostri et
alijs Dat’ p manum nostram apud Westmonasserium quarto
decimo die Augusti anno regni nostri vicessimo secundo.
P b're de privato sigillo et p’ viginti mareis
solutis in Hana[perio].
{ WiLLiam WYTHIFORD,}
| THOMAS SALTER,

ABSTRACT OF THE CONTENTS OF THE ABOVE.

Richard by God’s grace King of England and France and
Lord of Ireland to the Archbishops Bishops Abbots Priors
Dukes Marquesses Earls Barons Sheriffs Provosts Stewards
and to all his Bailiffs and Liegemen greeting,

Know ye that whereas the Vill of Oswaldestre within (the
Palatinate) of Chester situate in the March between Kngland
and Wales is and time out of mind has been privileged in
every sort of liberty belonging to a Vill and Burgh-merchant,
and still is go as we believe ete, eto,

The following is a summary of the franchises hereby con-
firmed :—

Right to elect two burgesses to hold pleas of the Crown.
Crown to forego its right to seize goods on death of a Burgess.

Ouster of Sherift's authority to collect taxes within the
Borough.

Authority to the Burgesses to distrain within the Borough ;
authority for them to tax provisions.

Grant of “ Thol and Theam, soke and sake and Infangenethef
together with a guild merchant and a hanse” (These ave
common words, denoting the grant of a local jurisdiction.)

Ouster of the right of a lord to reclaim a tenant in villeinage
who has been a year and a day within the Borough,

Exemption of Burgesses from the payment of the dues fall-
ing unc%el' the description of tolls Iastage passage pontage
stallage lene Danegeld gaywyrt throughout the whole kingdom
excepting only within the city of London.

Restriction of claim of the Crown to seize goods of Burgesses
in respect: of debts,

Exemption from murage.

Burgesses to be tried by their peers and before the Bailiffs,

Burgesses not to be summoned for trials outside the Borough
except only in cases touching the Crown which arise within
the Borough,

VOL. 1K Q
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Right to erect a Borough prison,

Trials to be held within the Borough.

Sheriff not to interfere with the franchises,

Reservation of rights of the Crown.

The franchises accorded similar to those granted to the
Borough of Salop. )

These the witnesses: the Most Venerable Primates Roger
Canterbury primate of all England, Richard York primate of
England, Krchbishops. R. London, W. Wynton, I, Exon our
Chancellor, G, Meneven ourTreasurer, Bishops. John Lancaster,
Edmund York, Dukes, our most dear uncles, John Marquess of
Dorset, John Salisbury, Thomas Gloucester, Williain Leserop,
Wiltshire our chamberlain, Earls. Richard Clifford, keeper of
our privy seal, and others,

Given under ouwr hand at Westminster the 24th day of
August in the year of our reign the 22nd,

No. TV,
25 Jan. 8 Henr. IV. A.D. 1407,

Henry the fourth on the throne, the attainder of
Richard Earl of Arundell and Surrey was speedily re-
versed in the person of his son Thomas, the grantor of
this charter, He married Beatrix natural daughter of
John King of Portugal. His mother was Elizabeth
daughter of William de Bohun Earl of Northampton.
The Earldom of Warren and Surrey was brought into
the family by the marriage of his great grandfather
Hdmund Fitzalan, the grantor of Charter No. 2, with
Alige, sister and heir of John last Earl of Warren and
Surrey. He died in 1416. -

This charter is much more precise in its terms and
fuller in the privileges it confers than the charter of
King Richard, the existence of which it altogether
appears to ignore. It refers, however, more than once
to the customs allowed in the Borough of Shrewsbury
as if as a precedent for those herein granted, in the
same manner as they are referred to in King Richard’s
charter,

(harter of Thomas, Earl of Arundell, Lord of Oswestry.

[Omnibus X’{)i fidelibus p'sentem cartam inspecturis Thom®s
Comes Arundellie et Surr’ Dn’s Dosewaldestre Salt'm iz D'no.
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Sciatis ¢'d cum villa n'va Dosewaldestre in Marchia Wallie,
tam ex concessionibus din’sorum Antecessorum n'rorum p’
div’sa carfas soipta et munimenta )’ nos et comsilinm n'rn
inspecta g'm ex possessione antiqua do diw'sis lib’tatibus et
franchesiis ville et burgo im’ eatorio p'tinentibus pluilegiata
extitit et adhue existat videlicet q’d Burgenses ville n're p'd’ce
P’ commune consilium suw’ elig’e . debent duos de legalioribus
et diserecioribus burgensibus einsdm’ ad custodiend’ plita
corons et alia que ad nos p’tinent in eodm’ burgo sub gubna-
cone Sen" n'ri et heredum n'rorum qui p’ tempe fuerit et ad
vidend’ ¢’d subballini burgi illius iueste et legitime tractent
trm paupes g'm diuites. Kt g'd {jd’m burgenses p’ t'nsgres-
sionibz seu forist’euris s'mientin’ suor catalla vP bona sua in .
manibus suis inuenta seu alicubi locorum p’ ip'os suientes
deposita quatenus sus esse sufficient’ p’bare pot'int non amis-
tent. It eclam q'd si pfati burgenses aut eor aliqui infra
terram et potestatern n'ram testat: decesserint v1' intestati nos
nec heredes n'ri bona nec eatalls ip'orum econfiscari non
faciemus quin eor’ heredes seu executores ip’a 'eant quatenus
d’ca bona sen catalla ip'orum deffunctornm fuisse constitit
dumtamen de deis heredibus ant executoribus noticia aut fides
sufficient’ heatur. Tt q'd liceat eisdem burgensibus distring’e
in burgo p’deo debitores suos forincecos et ext'neos p’ vietuali-
bus eis venditis infra lib'tatem ville p’d’ce. Et q’d assise de
victualibz facte et constitute p’ p’bos ho’ies efusdem burgi et p’
ministros et ballinos nw'vos teneantur et consent" sup foris-
faot'm n'ram. Bt q'd burgenses eiusdem burgi habent lib’am
ot plenam potestatem faciendi burgenses eis acceptables vsuros
lib’tatibus et franchesijs burgi illins iuxta cartas et concessiones
tam antecessorum n'rorum q*m p’ nos ab antiquo et de nowo
concessas et ¢'d nullus qui non sit burgensis einsd’m burgi
aliqua lib'tate burgensiall. ib'm cont® voluntatem burgensiu’
y'd’corum infra villam p’d’cam nec lib'tatem einsd'm quomodo-
}ib’t gaudeat nec vtatur, Tt ¢’d burgenses p'dei quieti sunt
infra villam p'd'eam ot lib'tatem eiusd’m de theoloneis lestagio
et stallagio. ~ Ht eciam ¢’'d nullus emet infra burgum p'dcm
nec lib’tatem eiusd’'m pannw’ eradum nee coria vecencia nisi sit
in lotto et skotfo in assissa et tallagio cu’ burgensibus p’defis,
Bt q'd p'd’ci brirgenses heredes nec successores sui nec oo’
bona seu catalla quoet’qz locor infra tram seu potestatem
wram inuenta non arestent’ 1’ aliquo debito de quo Adeiussores
aut principles debitores non extit'mt. Et eciam q'd nullus
burgensiu’ ville n're p'd’ce s'uientin’ nec tenentw’ suor infra
lib’tatem eiusd’m ville residentin’ implitet® nec occasionett
sup’ aliquibus appellis rettis iniurijs t*nsgressionibus criminibus
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calu'pnijs indictamentis seu aliquibus alijs rebus eis sen alieui
jp'orum imp'oitis seu imponendis infra libtatem d'ce ville factis
seu qualit’cumgz em’gentibz nisi solomodo coram Sen'® n'ro et
ballinis eiusd’m ville nec convincetur p’ aliquos forincecos sed
1 pares suos villo et lib’tatis p'd'e’ nist res ille tangant nos vi
Oo'itatern eiusd’'m ville et tunc in casu illo t'minent’ gedm
leges et consuetudines burgensin ville Salopie approbatas et
hactenus raconablit’ vsitatas, Bt ¢’d nullus burgensis eiusdem
ville ponet® in assisis iuvatis recognic’oibz seu inquisi¢'oibz
aliquilgz, sup’ aliquibz criminibz tingressionibz seu aliquibz alijs
negocijs v’ rebus coram aliquibus ministris n'ris vI heredum
w'rorum capiendis nisi infra dictam villam n’ram Dosewaldesta’
~coram Sen’ n'ro et ballinis elusd’m ville, et hoe de rebus factis
infra, ib'tatem eiusd’'m et non alibi, Et g'd ijdm’ burgenses
_habent attachiamenta et p'sona’ p'plam ac custodiam o’im
psonu’ attachiator’ et attachiandor’ seu ad p'sona’ adiudicator’
vl adindicandor’ qualitcuqz infra lib'tatem ville p'd’ce eodm’
modo quo habent seu Vere debent burgenses d'ce ville Salopie
nisi de illis qui attachiati seu attachiandi fuerint p’ ministros
n'ros vI' heredum n'rorum diebus Curiar n'rar fornicecar. Kt

'd om’ia plita et querels inf* deam d’cam villam n'ram seu
lib'tatem eiusd’m em’gencia coram Sen' n'ro et balliuis eiusd'm
ville ten’i deb'nt et non alibi du’ tanem h'ui’ pl'ita v1' querele
in aliqua pte tangant burgenses tenentes sen s'uientes suos
eitsd’m ville ex vna pte et Wallicos ex alt'a. Tt eciam q'd
nullug minist’ nec balliuus nost’ quicugz nee heredw’ n’ror
ingredietur villam n'ram p'de’am nec libtatem eiusd’m nec in
aliquo se intemittet sup’ burgenses n° ho'ies quoseumqz ville et
lib'tatis p'dear sen eor’ alique’ de aliqua uerela oceasione
trnsgressione seu alia re quacw'qz_infra ddam villam seu
lib'tatem eiusd’'m em’gente nisi in defectu eord’'m burgeneiw.
Tt ¢'d nullus burgensis vitle n're p’d'ce cogi potit a no%is nec
heredibus wr'is fieri Rece'ptor gen'alis dn'yj n'oi Dosewaldesty’
ged tantw’ modo collector exitum’ quorcw'qz infra lib'tatem
dee ville em’genciv’. . Et ¢'d burgenses einsd'm ville
fugitiva’ aliquem ad eccliam vI' cimitin’ fugientern P
quacw’qz causa custodire non tenent’ nec ad Wui’ custodiam
obligant® p'ter tantw’ 1’ ynw’ diem et vnam noctem pimos post
hui” fugicom’. Infra c{d teropus ip'i burgenses tenent" inde
p'munive ballinos n'ros hundredi Dosewaldestr’ qui balliut siml’
cw alijs Woibus n'ris elusd’m hundredi custodinm fugitiui
illins recipe et extunc facere tement”. Kt ¢'d burgen’s ville
n're p'dee successores sui ac eor’ tenentes et y'uientes quieti
sunt et esse debent impp'un de ‘oimodis feodis constabularij
hostinrij ac janitoris Castri n'ri Dosewaldestr’ p' quibuscnqz
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folonijs tr'nsgressionibz seu oceagionibz eis impositis sew impo-
nendis ext* lib'tatem d'ce ville factis p’ quibz eos seu eor’
aliquern contig'lt implsonari in Castro "nro p'd'eo p'ter q’'d con-
stab'lariug eiusd’m cast! n'ri pleipiet semel annuafl in festo S'ei
Stephani martiris vau' panem de singl'is domibz mansionw’
deort’ burgensiw’ et cor’ tenenciw’ vl alias ni'nu denariu’ de
singl'is aulis et you’ obol'u de singl'is cotagijs mansionu’ efusd'm
ville in eleccom d’ei n'vi Constalylarij. Et eciam q'd burgenses
ville n're p'd’ce non deb'nt cogl posicione alicuius pene nec alio
modo quocwqz ad reddend’ cont* voluntatem suam aliquod
jud’'m int’ p'tes plitatum in p'manecin sed’s Curia si dicere seu
allegare velint 'd ad illud ind'm tune reddend’ aliqua eis latet
ambiguitas. Sed h'ere debent diem raconablem ad plenu’
puisigmentw capiend’ ad illud reddend Ita ¢’'d h'ui’ ud'm
toiam curiam millatinus P longetur. Bt g'd burgenses ville
n're pd’ce ex antiquo tenent mesuagia sua n ballio einsd'm
ville seituata ab ‘oimodis prisis et tolnetis c'uisie lib'a et quieta
Tta qd in eisd’m mesuagijs ¢ uisiam brasiare et vendere possunt
sine aliqua prisa sen tolneto aliquo inde soluendo. Quibus
lib'tatibis eb franchesijs p'd’cis p'd’ei burgenses n'ri ef eorum
antecessores ante hec temp'a vsi sunt et ganisi Nos autem
p'@eus Thom"s Comes ex mera voluntate n'ra et p’ anisiamen-
tum consilij m'ri om'es et singl'as suprad’eas lib'tatun’ et
franchesiar’ | concessiones et possessiones antiquas ratas et
gratas Wentes piter et acceptas illag om’es et singl'as p’ nobis
©\ heredibus n'ris dilectis burgensibus n'ris p'd’cis eoxum here-
dibus et successoribz plene imppuw’ viendas possidendas et
congaudendas approbam’ ratificam’ et in om’ibus p’ p'sentes
confrmamus.  Volentes q'd licet p'd’el burgenses n'ri v1' ante-
cessores sui aliqua v1 aliquibz lib'tatun’ seu franchesiar’ p'd’ear’
aliquo casu em’gente ante hec temp'a absque int’rupe’one vsi
non fuerint vF eis vei fuerint min’ plene ijdm’ tamen burgenses
cortm heredes et successores om'ibus ot sing’lis lib’tatibz et
franchesijs p'd’els et earum qualt decet’o gaudeant et plene
viantur sine int'rupe’one sew pturbac’one quacw’qz n'ri vel
heredum seu ministrorum n’roy’ quorcumqz imppuw’. Lt nos
eciam id’m Thomss Comes de g'ra w'ra sp'iali ad releniacom’ et
melioracom’ ville n're p'd'ce Doswaldestr’ p” Wallicos rebelles
dudum combuste et deuastate volentes p'tiea burgensibus n’ris
etusd’m ville ac eorw’ heredibus et successoribus gr'am inhacp'te
fac'o vtiorem. Concessin’ p nobis et heredibus n'ris eb hac
Ysentl carta n'ra [confirmam’] eisd'm burgensibus n'ris eor
}wrecﬁbus ot suceessoribus q'd imp'pm’ quieti sunt de ’oimodis
theolonis lestagijs passagijs pontagl]s stallagijs et de lene et de

3

denegildes 7’ totam tram et potestatem n'ram tam in Anglia
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qum in Wallia et in Marchia Wallie: Et ecimmn concessimus
eisd'm burgensibus n'ris eor’ heredibus et successoribus ¢'d
om’ia mesuagin tenements et burgagia sua infra d’eam villam
suburbm’ et lib'tatom elnsd’m scituata imp’pm’ teneant lib'a et
quieta ab ‘oimodis prisis et tolnetis p’ brasiac’one ot vendic’one
cuisie ante hec temp'a nobis solui consuetis videlicz septem
denarijs de qual’t bracena c'uisie vendicol’ expoi’ ib’m eod’m
modo quo tenent® ex antiquo mesuagia in ballio ville n're p'd’ce
vt sup’,  Concessim’ p't'ea p'd’eis burgensibus n’ris ¢'d tam ip'i
eor’ heredes et successores qim sul tenentes ef s'uientes
quicw’qz infra lib’tatem d’ce ville vel ext® vbilibet residentes
imp’p'm quieti sint de o'imoda consuetudine amobragij aling
dicti leyrewyte. it eciam concessim’ p’d’cis burgensibz n’rig
eor’ heredibus et successoribus q’d nullus ip’or’ decet'o impl'ite-
tur nec oceasionet* sup’ aliquibus appellis rettis ininrijs $™s-
gressionibz oriminibz calu’pnijs indictamentis seu aliquibu-
alijs rebus eis imp’eitis seu imponendis vbicu'qz locorum factig
seu qualit'en’qz em’gentibz nisi solomodo in curijs Anglicanis
P iud'm et det'minacom’ anglicor’ tantum ot non Wallicor
conuincendus nisi res ille tangant nos vel heredes n'vos: Ht
eciam concessim’ P'd’eis burgensibus n'ris heredibz et sucees-
soribz suis ¢’d cu’ aliquis ext*neus seu aling quicu’qlf residens
sup’ lib'um tenementu’ vel lib'am tervam cutusew'qz burgensin’
illorum heredum vel suceessor’ suorn’ infra villam p'de’am v
lib'tatem eiusd’m decesserit id'm decedens det burgensi illi sup’
cuius terram sen tenementum sic ib’'m residens fuerint rac’ona-
bile Liettum eodm modo quo h'ui’ residentes sup’ terram
lib’orum tenencit’ d'nij n'ri de hundredo Dosewaldesty’ vocat’
vghelours eisd’m dave consueuerunt. Et concessim’ eisd’m
burgensibz wris eorum heredibus et suceessoribus q’d nulli
decet’o liceat t*hun’izare nec vendere cuisiam Salopie infra
villam n'ram p'de’am nee lib'tatem einsd’m absqz sp'iali licencia
eor'd’'m burgensiu’ inde el concessa du’ tamen sufficiencia abilis
duisie infra villam p'de’am inve’ini pot't ad vendend’ et hoe
sub pena sex solidor ot octo denarior’ argenti vnde vna
medietas nobis et heredibus n'vis et alt’a medistas (Poitati
d’cor’ burgensium h'ui’ penam fractam plsentanciu’ Concessim’
eciam p'd’cis burgensibus n'ris eorum hevedibus et successoribus
¢’'d nulli decet'o liceat aliquam cuisiam ad vendend’ infra
priam ntam Dosewaldestr’ brasiare nec aliquam c’uisiain
alibi locor’ q*am infra villam n'ram p’'d’cam brasiatam vender’
infra p'rinm n'ram p'd’eam sub consil’i pena sex solidor’ et octo
denarior’ vnde vna medietas nobis et heredibus n'ris et alt'a
medietas burgensibus p'd'cis illam penam fractam p’sentantibz
et q'd det'minaco’ h'ui’ pene cum acciderit fiat in Cur’ lib’tatis
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d'ce ville w're et non alibi si quis v'sus p'sentatores accory’ inde
p'sequi voluit, (Cloncessim’ p'tea pdeis burgensibus wris
eort’ heredibz suceessoribz ¢'d autli decet’o liceat t*hunt'izars
nec vendere ¢uisiam Salopie infra d'nia n'ra de Chirkeslond’
Melw'dley et Kynardley nec in aliquo eorn'd'm nisi solomodo
infra villam wrem de Chire sub pena quo gup® vide vna
medietas nobis et heredibus n'ps alta Coitati d’cor’ burgen-
sium penam h'ut’ p'sentaneiu’, Cloncessim’ insup’ p'deis bur-
gensibus n'ris eot’ heredibz et successoribz nulli decet’o
Ticent ow aliquibz awijs bladis victualibz m’candisis seu
alijs rebus venalibz infi’Y d'nia n'ra Dosewaldesty’, Melu'de-
ley, Kynardoley, Egley, Ruytoun seu yndecim vill' exis-
tentibus ad aliqua’ ferin nec aliquod m’cat’ forincectum
ad ea ib'm vendend tnsire nec oad'm P’ ali’ vendenda mt'e
priusq'm ot eisd’m m’catu’ dee ville n're Dosewnldesty’ ead’ m
ibi vendic'ol exponendo atbemptai’it ac si cw eisd’m geu illor’
aliquo ibm sic vendico'l expo’itis et non venditis ad aliqua
feriam sive aliquod ali®d m'cate’ forinceer’ extune t'nsierit eb
deinde ou’ eisd'm sen eor’ aliquo in d’nia wra p'dea seu aliquo
illor’ vedierit teneatur itnm m'eab’ villo n're p'dee Dosewal-
destr’ attemptare tociens quociens sub consili pena vt sup’.
Cloncessim’ ceiam p'd’cis burgensibz wris cor’ heredibz et suc-
cessoribz 'd nulli decet’o liceat pon’e nec P'sentare crucemm ne
penam aliqua’ sup’ aliquem burgensem ville n're pdiee P
quacu'qz causa sed inde p'sequat® vsus ew P accom’ in Curie
nra pd'ca Bt eciam concessim’ p'lcis burgensibus n'ris eor’
heredibus et successoribz q'd nulli jplor’ decet’o indigeat nobis
nec heredibz n'ris reddm’ aduocarie sol'e P’ saluac’one bonor’
on catalloy’ suor’ quorewqz infra quodewqz dnium n’rm
oxistenciw’ Sed q'd eor’ bona et catd lla quecn qz racone h'at’
wre concessionis eisd’m salua gint, et quietn imp'pua’,  Con-
cessim’ insup’ p'd’eis burgensibus nris eor’ heredibz et succoes-
soribz q'd sl aliquis Jeceto fecerit affrajam pacis infra villam
nram pdeam et Pt Wui affraiam factam ad stand’ et
ohediend’ aresto ballmor eiusdm ville inobediens seu in aliquo
robellis fwit extune Wul affraiam faclens et inde conuict’
inctrat penes nos et heredes wros penam viginti golidor’ cuius
pene volwn q'd nullus Senss nec alins Minist nost’ quicw’qz
mitigacom’ aliqua’ fac'e valeat. Et cciam concessim’ elsd'm
purgensibz w'ris eor’ horedibz et successoribz ¢'d si aliq{ﬂs ip'or’
er’ ad aliquod tempus oporbunt’ P’ balluios wrog efusd'm. villo
set eor’ aliquem rac'onablit p'munit’ swmonit’ et yoeatus fuerit
o intend’ infra muvos illius ville in melioni araia sua deffensibl'i
p custodia et deffenc’one eiusd’m sic in eand'm villam intre
noly'it sed se o'ino ext! tenuerit oPmodw’ bnficium lib'tatis
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ville illius 1’ p’peto amttat, Concessim’ p't'ea p'd’eis burgen-
bus n'ris eor’ heredibz et successoribz q’d nudlus I'por’ decet'o
coget’ y' nullum ministr’ nee s'uientem n'rm nec heredum
n'ror’ a{iquem equm ip'or’ burgensiu’ nee alicuins ip’orum ad
vsum W'in’ Ministri n'vi v1' s'vientis seu alt’ius cuiusen’qz absqz
mera voluntate sua accomodare nee locare nisi solomode ad
spialem vsum n'rm e heredum n'vor p’ ballinos n'ros eiusd®m
ville tantu e non alios lib’and. Et eciam concessim’ pd'eis
burgensibus n'ris eor’ heredibus et suceessoribz qd si ipor
aliquis quod absit decet'o deueniat rebellis adherens et so
annectens p'ditoribus Regis et regni Anglie vel p'ditorie p’ponat
seu concenciat cum aliquibz p’ditoribus vel rebellis dampnw’
decepiom granamen seu aliud piud’'m quodeumqz inferrs ville
n're Dosewaldesty’ p’d’ce cen alioui fideli h'oi eiusd'm seu eciam
siquis ip'orum cum ad aliquod onus statum d'ce ville vel ¢oitatis
burgensium eiusd’'m tangens decet'o ex c'oi considerac’one
eiusd'm coitatis assedatus et adiunctus fuerit et h'ui onus
suum debite admt'e et portare noluerit sed co'mune factum et
iud'm Cloitatis p'd’ee oimo contrariaw'it et inde p’ vtlag'iam seu
aliam quacumqz debitam det'minacom’ in Curia mra ville
p'd’es conuictus fuerit a libtate ville illius et o’ beneficio
einsd'm cum tota sequela sua penitus imp’pun’ priuett. Kt nos

‘d’'ens Thom®s Comes et heredes nostri om'es ot singl’as
Fib’tates et franchesias p'd’eas dilectis burgensibz w'vis p'd’eis
eor’ heredibus et successoribus plene ot pacifice imp’pm’
viendas possidendas et congaudendas Warantizabim’ et imp’pm’
deffendemus.  Tn cuius rei testion’ huic psenti carte nve
sigillum n’rm fecimus apponi Hijs teéstibus Johanne Boerlee
Douid Holbache Johanne Wele Johanne Babelake Ricardo de
Laken Johanne Baxtelot Wil'mo Ryman et multis alijs, Dat’
apud Osewaldestr’ vicesimo quinto ‘die mensis J anuarij anno
regni Regis Henriei quarti post conquestum octauo.

ABSTRACT OF THE CONTENTS OF THE ABOVE,

To all the faithful in Christ who shall see the present charter
Thomas Earl of Arundell and Surrey Lord of Oswaldestre
Greeting in the Lord. '

Know ye that whereas our vill of Oswaldestre in the Marches
of Wales as well by grants of divers of our predecessors in
divers charters writings and muniments inspeeted by us and
by our council as also from the ancient enjoyment of divers
liberties and franchises belonging to a vill and burgh-merchant

has been and is still privileged to wit.

(Here follow an enwmeration of the privileges granted or

confirmed, of which the following are the prineipal} :—
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. Right to levy distress.

Exemption from right of lord to seize goods on decense of &
burgess dying with or without a will

Right to levy a tax on strangers for selling provisions within
the Borough.

Right to levy a tax upon provisions.

Right to elect who shall be burgesses,

. Txemption from toll, lastage, pontage, gtallage, lene and
danegelé.

Prohibition on all who are not in seott and lott and under
assessment and tallage from selling undressed hides or new
cloth within the Borough.

Exemption of burgesses from liability to seizure of their
goods by the Lord in certain cases of debt.

Right of Burgesses to be tried only before the Steward and
Pailiffs and before their peers and not before foreigners, except-
ing only in matters affecting the Lord or the Borough in which
cases the rial shall be according to the customs of the Bux-
gosses of the vill of Salop.

Tixemption of Burgesses from sitting on juries outside the
Borough. :

Right to have a prison.

Cases within the Borough to be tried before the Steward and
Bailiffs.

No steward of the Tord to interfere with the franchise of
the Borough,

No Burgess to be made the Lord’s veceiver-general for the
Lordship of Oswestry but only 2 collector of the dues arising
within the Borough. -

The Bailiffs are not to be obliged to keep- the custody of
fugitives for more than & night and a day, but within that time
to give information to the Bailiffs of the Hundred.

Txemption of Burgesses from all fees to the constable and
officers of the castle in respect of offences committed outside
the Borough for which persons are brought to the castle prison ;
nevertheless the constable may claim one penny from every
mansion house and one farthing from every cotfage once &

eat.
d Rights with regard to pleading.

Txemption from tax upon beer within the Borough to wit
the accustomed tax of 7 pence upon every brewing of beer,

Texemption from every kind of custom of amobragium other-
wige called leyrewyte. ‘ :

(This was a fee payable to the Lord of a manor on the mar-
riage of his tenants.)
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Burgesses to be tried in English Courts by Fnglishmen not
by Welshmen.

Burgesses to be entitled to a heriot on the death of & tenant
of their houses or lands in the same way that the Lord ig
ontitled in the lordship of Oswestry to what is called “ughe-
lours,” '

Fine of 8 shillings and sixpence of which half is to go to the
Lord on the sale of beer within the Borough without & licence,

The same for brewing without a licence,

The same fine to be levied in Chirkland, Melverloy and Kin-
nerley but Shrewsbury beer may be sold in the vill of Chirk,

No merchandise to be offered for sale within the Lordghip of
Oswestry Melverley Kinnerley Edgerley or Ruyton of the
eleven towns untﬂy‘if, has been first offered for sale in the
Borough of Oswestry.

Penalty for affray within the Borough 20 shillings which the
Steward shall not mitigate, :

Any one refusing to assist in the defence of the Borough
shall lose his Burgess rights.

No horse of o Burgess to be scized against the will of the
owner for the use of the Lord’s officers,

If any Burgess join the rebels or robbers or become an out-
law (quod absit!) he loses the benefits of his rights as a .
Burgess,

In testimony of which to this present charter of ours our
seal we have caused to be affixed.

These the witnesses Wohn Boerley David Holbache, John

! “John Boerley, or Burlay, was an eminent person in his day, and
a barrister at lnw, He wns nephew to Sir Richard Boerlay, K.G,, and
father of William Boerley, Speaker of the House of Commons. His
wife, for whom jointly with himself a chauntry was founded in the
Abbey of Shrewsbury in 1414, was » lady of quality, daughter of
Reginald Lord Grey de Ruthyn.,”—(Blakewny's Hist. of Shrewsbury,
Vol. IT,, p. 139.) _

‘* He was Sheriff of Shropshire in 1409, He was seated at Brom-
croft in Corvedale. Te was one of the standing council to the Fexls
of Arundell and Stafford, and in that capacity attests the charter
granted by the former nobleman to the Burgesses of Oawostry i 8
Hen. IV, The family became oxtinet in the male line on the denth
of his son William, who was Speaker of the House of Commons in
1436."—(Blakeway's Sheriffs of Shropshive) FHe was M.P. for -
Bhropshire in 1399 and in 1410,—(Prynne’s Brevia Parl. rediviva, )

? David Holbache, probably the same as the founder of the grammay
school st Oswestry, Cathrall, in his History of Oswestry, says he was
“a lawyer, steward of the towne gnd lordship, who was made a
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Wele, Jolm Babelake, 'Richard de Laken, John Bartelot, Wil-
liam Ryman and many others,

Given at Oswaldestry the 25th day of the month of January
in the 8th year of the veign of King Henry the fourth after thy

conquest,
No. V.

25 Jan, 8th Henr. IV, A.D. 1407,

Of the same date as the foregoing is this Release by
the Harl of Arundell to the Burgesses of Oswestry.

Deed of Release by the Farl of Arundell to the Buzrgesses of
Oswestry,

Vniwsis ad quos presentes I've vuen’int Thomas Comes
Arundell ot Swry’ sal'tm in D'no. Cum Ricns anus n'r nup
Comes Arundell’ ot Sury’ P’ testamentum suw’ leganit Coitati
Burgensiv’ et tenencium ville sne Dosewaldestre in Marchia
Wallie centum libras argenti in auxilium et releuamen genciw’
lius ville p’ mercandisis faciend® vt pro thesauro eiusdem
ville ib’m p" p'petuo remansuras, Culusquidm’ sw’me Centum
librar’ due p’tes expendebantur P’ Coitatem genciv’ pred’cor’
in diw'sis arduis et necessarijs negocijs coe'm statum eor'd'm
tangentibz temp'e quo Ric'us vltimus Rex Anglie D'nim n'rm
ib'm_ocupauit et residuw’ sw'me suprad’ce P’ maiori p'te in
manibz taliw’ creditor' remansit quor’ uigl“m P p'sentem
robellionem Wallie finalit’ depaup’ati glecessemnt ot alij
quidm in div'sas p’tes regni Anglie 1’ victu eor’ querendo et
mendicando se retraxerunt unde nylla distrinco’ ‘capi potuit
Yut p’ debitam examinac’oem inde P’ nos et consiliv’ n'rm
}actam plens concepimus Sciatis nog P'd’em Thomam Comitem
Y suisinmentum consilij w'ri p'dei considerantes tam paup’tatem

urgensiu et tenenciu n’ror p'deor q*m graue onas quod ip'i
ad sustentac’oem et saluam custodiam ville n're deep” tempus
P'sentis vebellionis Wallie sustinuerunt et a.cl[huc sustinent

denizen or freo citizen of Fngland,” Ag colleague of John Boerley ha
appears as knight of the shire in 1410, and in 1414 as colleaguo of
Richard Lakon,—(Prynne’s Brevig Pyl vedivive, )

' Richard Laken, Kt, was of the ancient family of that name
soated at Laken, or Lacon near Wemn, By marrying the heiress of
Hamond Peshall, of Willey, he greatly raised his family, as from this
match a molety of the barony of Corbet, of Caus, devolved upon hig
descendants, Sir Richard was ancestor in the seventh degree of
Rowland Lacon, Knight of Kinlet, whose only daughter married Sir
William Childe, Kt.  He wag knight of the shive in 1414, and sheriff
in 1415, —(Blakeway’s Sherifls of Shropshire.)
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Remissimus relaxauimus et om'io pro nobis et heredibz n'ris
imp'pm’ quiete clamavimug  Coitati p'd’cor’ Burgensiu et
tenenci’ ville n're pd'ce ‘ohmodas acciones iura clamea et
demandas que nobis competebant seu compete deberent:
guoiusmodo in pdeis Centu libris argenti seu vist ear’dm’.
rac’oe legacionis aul n'el pdici Tta g nee nos p'd’ous Thomas
Clomes heredes nec executores n'ri aliquod ius clamen accionem
el demandam in pred’eis centu librig argenti mec in visu
eardm’ decet’o exigle vel vendicare pot/imus quoiusmodo set
ub om' accione furis et clamei in cisdem P’ psentes simus
exclusi imp'pm. It nos p'terea id'm Thom's Comes de gra
n'ra specia}i "1 auxilin’ et confortamen Burgensin’ quor'eumyz
tonencitt et residencin’ ville n're p'd’ee P’ nobis et heredibz
wris remisim’ relaxauimus et P presentes p'donauimus p'deis
Burgensibz tenentibz et residentibz ac eor’ cuilt ‘oimoda
calu’pnia acciones querelas seu demandas que h'uimus habemus
seu I'ere debuissem’ vI potuim’ v'sus p'de'os Burgenses tenentes
sou residentes vel eor’ aliquem tam Yone alicutds m’candise f'ee
enm. vebellis Wallensis in emendo vendendo seu cxcambiando
aw'iavicbualia seu alins Yes quasoumqz q'm alicuius insurrexionis
transgrecionis colloquij seu comunicacois fact’ com h'ui rebellis
vel eor’ aliquo seu cuiuscuqz manucapcois vel plegiagij a prin-
cipio mundi 'vsqz in diem confectionis p'sencin’. Ita nullus
Burgensi’ tenenei’ nee residencin’ p'd’cor P’ nos heredes nee
Ministros T'Tos (UoSELqz OCCASION® p'deor’ seu eor’ aliqno ex
p’te n'ra nec heredu’ n'ror oceasionetur molestetur nec quOGUo
modo granetur infugury’ Qed ab ormodis ealu’pnijs accionibz
et querelis v'sus eos vel eor aliquem inde ex pte n'ra vel
Teredn’ wror’ conceptis vel coneipiendis que ante f'm Epiphanie
Trni vitimy' p'titum in rotulis Curiar ville n've p'd’ce p’ plentt’
et, patens recordun det’minata non fuerunt quieti sint et quil't
eor’ quietus sit et indempnis conserustus imppm, Tn cul’ rei
testiomn huie p'senti seripto n'ro sigillum n'rm fecimus apponi.,
Hijs testibz Joh'ne Boerly Dauid Holbach Joh'ne Babelake
Toirne Bartlet Rico Laken' et alijs Dat’ apud Oswaldestr’

vicesimo quinto die mensis J anuari] anno regni Regis Henriei
quaxtl post conguestam octayo.

ABSTRACT OF THE TOREGOING,

A releage of 100 pounds which the grandfather of Thomas
Richard Earl of Arundell and Swrrey had left to the Burgesses
together with a pardon for all those who had held converse with
the Welsh vebels during the late disturbances,

These the witnesses: John Boerley, David Holbach, John
Babelake, John Bartelot, Richard Laken, and others,
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No. V1.
13 Sep. A.D, 1432,

This is a lease by the Abbot of Haughmond of the
Heath mill at Ruyton to Roger Adcot. On the back
of this lease is a transcript of the fivst charter in this
catalogue. There is also on the back another defaced
document, which will be here copied as far as it can be
deciphered,

The Religious House of Haughmond, originally a
Priory, afterwards an Abbey, was founded about the
year 1130 by William Fitzalan. Tt was the burial place
of the family of its founder, and in successive genera-
tions was richly endowed by them and by others. The
patronage of the Abbey was in the gift of the Fitzalans,
Richard Burnell was elected Abbot in 1421 and re-
signed in 1468.—(Eyton’s Ant. of Shrop.)

The Heath mill (molendinum de Bruerio) with its
fishery was given to Haughmond Abbey by John Le
Strange IV. about the year 1270. One moiety of the
profits was to go to the Canons of Haughmond them-
selves ; with the other moiety they were to provide two
candles to burn at the head and foot of the tomb of
Johanna, the grantor’s wife.—(FEyton’s dnt. of Shrop,
Vol. X, p. 115.) '

From the same source we learn that in 1468 J ohn,
Abbot, of Haughmond, demised the Hethe-mill for 61
years to Richard Trlonde, of Oswestry, gentleman, at a
rent of 10s. for 41 years and of 13s, for 20 years.

Perhaps this last paragraph may indicate the channel
through which this lease has found its way among the
Corporation records, for its term was only half run out
‘when the new lease was granted,

The site of the Heath mill-pool and dam may
still be traced on the Weir brook between Pradoe
and Hanley Hall. The mill was taken down late
in the last century, the embankment was levelled
early in this, and cattle now graze where the swans
used to swim. The mill-stones form part of the
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pavement in front of a cottage which stands where
the mill-house probably stood.

Lease by the Abbet and Convent of Haughmond to Roger
Adecot, of Hethe Mill, in the Lordship of Ruyton.

Seiant psentes et futi g’d nos Ricus Burnell Dei g'ra
Abbas Monastij Sei John'nis Ewngliste de Haughmond' et
olusd'm loci conuent ex vnaie' concessu concessim’ ef hac
Ysenti carta n'ra indentata ad firmam tdidimus Rog'o Adecot

Tolendinu n'rm aquaticw’ voeatu Hethe Mulle cu’ stangno eb
e'su aque etusd'm Mol infra D'nm de Ruyton. Hend et
- tenend p'de'mMolend’ ot stangnu’ eiusd’m e’ c*su aque eb om'ibz -

p'tin’ suis de nobi et sticeessoribz n'ris pd'eo Rog'o Adecot ot
suis a festo ei Mich'is Archi. Anno D'ni Mill'imo Quad-
vingentesimo Tricesimo s'edo vsqz ad fine’ sexaginta annor’
pxior sequenciw et plenarie completor’.  Rec dend’ inde
annuati nobis et successoribz n'ris quatuordecem solid’ Reddit
annual’ ad festa Sci Mich'is Arch'i et Anuncincionis beate Marie
P’ equales porc’ones. Tt edificando rep’ando manutenendo et
sustentando p'd’em Molend’ et gurgite’ eiusd’'m Mol ew’ stangno
p'd’co et pisces etusd’m stangni st Ytubz suis p'plis et expensis
wemio D'ni d’co Rogo et suis ad hoe lib'ato tociens quociens
necesse fuerit tm’io durante sup® d’co. Bt utlerius resuand’
hol? ot successoribz n'ris medietate ofm pisc’m et Angillar’
einsd'm stangni et ggitis ib'm.  Et ow’ stagnw’ fuerit fractu’ eb
ad pisces capiend nos et stccessores n'ri nec ne et ip'e Rog'us
seu sl facient et rap’abw’t d'em stangnu’ adeo b'n et secure
sient erat panten, Bt ecia’ p'd’cus Roghus et sui custodiant
* duos vet'es cignos sup’ stangnw’ ibm ad cust’ sustencom’ ip't

Rog'i et sui tm'io p'd’co durante res'uand’ nob’ et successoribz

s v medietatem ant’ et pullor’ eor’d’m de anno in anm,

Tt si deus redduw’s arete fuerit in p'te vel in toto ad aliqua’

tmw quo solui debeat q'd tune b'n liceat nob’ et successoribz
wis in p'dco Molend’ ew’ p'tin’ p’ reddu’ sic aret® distring’e et
distrinc’ves captas retineve qeusq® de d’co reddw’ sic aret® vna

.cw Arreragijs sl que fuerint plenar’ fuerit satisfac’'m vel p’

solut. Kt s sufficiens distrinc’o in d'co Molend” inueniri non
pot’it post vt quartin anni 'd tune b'n liceat nol’ et suc-
cessoribz nxis in p'd’eo Molend eu’ ptin’ reint*aro et in pstivo
ctatn rehabe’r, Condicionibz p'dcis in aliquo non obstantibz

Et ecia’ 1'pe Rog'us et suiin %ue gm’j p'd’el Ix anmor’ p'dem

Molend’ ¢’ ‘omi ap’patu eiusd’m Mol'l edificac’oe Molaribz

ferris ac alijs om'ibz p'tiv’ swis s'sum reddet et dimittet in adeo
bono statu sen meliori qua’ illud aliguo temp'e factn’ fuerit pena

(¥s D'no sen suecessoribz suis ine'rendn vo’ teia p's pene p'd’ce



Off OSWESTRY, 911

leuablis D'no Cutie in qua Cuy’ placitu fuerit. 16 nos v's
p'd’ci Abbas et Conuentus pd'em Molend’ stangnuw’ et cusu’.
Agque cu’ om'ibz suis Pt p'd’eo Rog'o Adecote et smis vsq°ad
fine’ p'del t'nij sexagmba annor cont® or’es gentes, Wax-
rantizabim’ et indampne deffenders’.  In eui’ vei testiom’ vni
p'ti hui’ carte indentate penes pdem Rog'm’ remanenti 1n.os
p'dci Abbas et conuent sigille’ n'vm co’le apposuim’. Alti
vero p'ti einsd'm carte indentate penes nos resmati p'dcus
Rogus sigillu’ suw’ apposuit. Dat’ in coli cappitlo n'ro die
Martis p'x’a ante festu Sci Mich'is Arch’i Anno b’ni supsd’eo,
[On the dorse of the foregoing docwment, there is a copy of
o oharter from the Earl of Arundel to the Burgesses 1 47
Henry IIL, AD. 1262-3. Also of certain « Corpositions.”}

ABSTRACT OF THE FOREGOING.

Richard Burnell, Abbot of the Monastery of St John the
Tvangelist, of Haughmond and the Convent of the same place,
to Richard Adecot.

T.ease of Heath Mill with the mill-gtream and stank, within
the Lordship of Ruyton, for 60 years ab 14 ghillings a year vent.

Agreement by lessee to repair, ete., and to preserve the fish
at his own cost.

Talf of the fish and of the eels to go t0 the lessors.

Tywo full-grown swans to be kept on the pool, and half the
cygnets to be reserved for the lessors.

Power of re-entry in case of arrear of rent.

Promises to be veturned on expiration of the lease in as good
or Letter state under penalty of 100 shillings.

No. VIL

This document, which is on the same parchment as
the preceding, is 80 greatly defaced, that, we merely
print what can be deciphered without note of any kind.

Incipt composiciones confect’ Burgend’ vill' dog’ In pmis -
q* Caritas D . . . . maneat int’ nosmetip’s in et™na voa . . .
in agsens in nostris act’. Bt g ballivi w'ri . . 0 v s e vident
oe’s capt'nos ecclie . . v .o v - e sint et gerunt de bona gest
...... ehg . ... ad exercend’ dininis sui¢’ sed’'m ordime’
clerical’ ot spiritual et qd caplns s'ce Marie V'ginis ¢' ' tem-
pore it sit paratu cotidie aselebrand’ missa’ in ea’t ...
vio bte Marie q¢ (sic) hora’ sexta in aurora P ~in
awtwpno tempore selebra ap! horam _qui'ta’ et q¢ sacrista et
aquarij pulsent campanas igniteg’ diatim dimid, hor’ ante hora
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viij° et dimidin’ post in vesp'e . . ., . . .. . viatores attat’ ac
alienigene p . . . . . . unt defendere hospiciu’ et om’es artific’
cessare de lla,bore .« mpana’ die’ in te’pore hyeme’ et ver viz' de
festo S'ci Luce euangelist’ us® fest S'ei c°gorie’ pape et aiieuigens
et artific’ p . ., . .. unt ut supret q¥sacist . . ... . custon’
horitud’ sict gseut’ fuerit P stipendis xxt solid’ It ., ..., .
's de g statu erit moverit ac temptaw'it mat'ia cousa’ I aliq
aliam reur sona’t’ et tangent’ int'upc'one’ et p’turbac’o . . . , .
confribz n'vis vesident’ 1 libextat’ ot vtilitat' n'ra P.....tue
balliui ac om’es *fres . . . . . . congreg’ aule sue P,
nicone’ dat ex . , . . * satelit n’ror’ hora’ assignand’ ad avisame
oo Pt deffenc’one’ abinde Ittm . , . ., . . . eat alicui
burgenc’ h'ent’ neq® tervas . . , . tenement’ descendere in ope’
ub non possit ad honest.canfribz suis et Libe . . . , . . .. Vil

opportun’ erit de quilibet tenee’ . . ., , .. esde .. ... . ad

suu’ supportand’ ve' denariv’ soluend’ quilib’t quatu . , . .
-+ ig’e vou’ honest’ hoie'm forind de | . , . . artific’ . . . .

erit 't mercat’ de . . . .. grossar’ Bt ille forineic’ sit lib . . .

occupancl’ Libertat’ burgene’ p't’ . . . , . -+« o durant’ vit dict’
confris p .. .., . . veniet voo .. .., .t honest.....,
confratrt,

The following is also on the dorse —

Molin dimitti’bat* Edward Slym . , . ... a0 xxxvri)* Reg’
Henrie’ vjt Et redd’us ij'* dimitt’ Ricop . .. ..
a° pimo Edward iijj# '

It t'min’ fiwiet in a° D'ni MilPmo CCCCme monagesimo sed’o
Et sic rem’ aretro a™ xiij an'i

Also endorsed :—

Pertinet’ Abbat Haugmond’,

(Lo be continued,).




213

SOME ACCOUNT OF THE
RUCKLEY GRANGE ESTATE, SALOP,

AND THE FAMILIES CONNECTED THEREWITH,

By H, F. J. VAUGHAN.

Tup following account has been drawn up principally
from deeds relating to the estate and notes given by
Rev. R. W. Eyton to a family formerly resident at
Ruckley Grange. Other sources have been searched for
snformation too numerous to mention, and since con-
stant reforence to each authority would break the con-
tinuity of the narrative, it has been thought best to
omit them, with this explanation on the part of the
writer, who is rather a compiler than an author, The
use of the above-mentioned notes and other documents
was placed at his disposal some years ago, in order that
he might draw out from them a short history of this
beautiful little estate for the owners of it.

Rokeley, Rocley, or Ruckley as it is now called, is a
property of some 400 acres, partly in the parish of Tong
and partly in that of Shiffnal, from which latter town it
is distant about three miles, It originally formed part
of the manor of Tong, which in the time of Edward the
Confessor was held by Morcar, Earl of Northumberland,
and is traditionally said to have been the seat of
Hengist, the Saxon leader, who was invited by Vorti-
gern, the British King, to assist him against the inroads
of the Picts and Scots. In this tradition there is pro-
bably, as in most, a regiduum of truth; but, like so
many of those relating to the British Kings, which have
been imported into Britannyand there localized, this also

YOL, 1L, R
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wag probably imported from Kent, which we know was
given by Vortigern to the Saxons he had invited to
aggist him, and where also there is a Tong Castle, sur-
rounded by very ancient earthworks, which may have
formed the stronghold of the British King’s brave but
treacherous ally. At the Norman Conquest Tong was
taken firom its Saxon possessor, and conferred by William
on Hugh de Montgomery in 1071, It must not, how-
ever, be supposed that the Saxons quietly acquiesced in
the forfeiture of their estates, since they held out against
the Norman ruls, both in the Fen Countriesand in the
Western Countios ; and even towards the end of the
first William'’s reign, the Farls Movear and Edwin were
sufficiently formidable to make William Giffard, then
Chancellor, induce the Sovereign to emancipate the
Saxons from some of the most trying disabilities under
which they were suffering, and restore some of the laws
of Edward the Confessor. Earl Morcar survived until
the reign of William Rufus, though then a prisoner on
account of hig having become an outlaw and being cap-
tured at Kly, William, however, acting upon the
dying wish of his father the Conqueror, released him
with others, but he again fell into captivity, and was
finally killed by some of his own people.  Roger de
Montgomery, the Norman Lord of Tong, was one of the
most powerful of William’s {riends, and connected with
the Conquevor by his father'’s marriage with Joscelina,
niece of Gunnora, Duchess of N ormandy, who was great-
grandmother of the Conqueror. He was created Farl
of Arundel, and married twice. By his second wife
Adeliza, daughter of Ebrard de Pusaic, he had a son,
Ebrard, a priest and chaplain to King Henry I, and by
his first wife Mabel, daughter and heir of William Tai-
vace, Lord of Belesme in La Perche, he had, with other
issue, Robert de Montgomery, generally called from his
mother Robert de Belesme, Harl of Avundel and Shrews-
bury, to which he succeeded on the death of his brother
Hugh in 1098, This Robert de Belesme was the most
powerful subject of his day, and, according to Orderic,
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cruel and rapacious. Tle does not scem to have resided
at Tong, though there was apparently a castle there at
that date, (on a different site from the present one, how-
over, and from which the name of Castle Hillis dexived);
but it was during his tenure of these lordships that the
Churches of Donington and Tong were built. His
principal foundation was the Castle of Bridgnorth,
whither he fled when accused of treasonable conduct in
favour of Robert, Duke of Normandy, against Henry L,
calling around him his adherents, and bidding defiance to
the King. Three months served to reduce Arundel
Castle, and immediately, the monarch, pursuing his
rebellious subject into Shropshire, laid siege to Bridg-
north, which contained a garrison of 700 men. The
inhabitants of the town, however, at the invitation of
the King, and probably also fearing the consequences to
themselves if they abetted Belesme's treason, turned
upon their defenders and delivered up the town.
Thenee Henry marched to Shrewsbury through a thick
wood, which was felled to afford a passage to his troops,
and upon his arrival the Farl in despair gave himself
up. His life was spared, but he was compelled to quit
the kingdom, and retived to Normandy, where he still
possessed thirty-four castles after the forfeiture of his
English estates. Here he continued to espouse the
sida of Duke Robert, until again falling into the hands
of Henry, who was then trying to obtain possession of
the Normsn Dukedom, he was imprisoned for life in
Warcham Castle, thus sharing a gimilar fate to that of
the Royal Duke whom he had served, Belesme’s con-
nection with Tong ceased in 1102, when his English
estates were declared forfeited, and his castle of Arundel
was conferred on the Queen, Adeliza, danghter of God-
frey Lorraine, Duke of Brabant, who after the death of
her first husband married William de Albini, in her
right Barl of Arundel, and their great grand-daughter
and co-heiress, Isabel de Albini, carried the Earldom
and estate to the family of Fitzalan, by her marriage
with John, son of William Fitzalan, Lord of Oswestry,
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who married the great Shropshive Leivess, Isabel, Lady
of Clun, daughter and heir of Ingelram de Shy, and
with their representatives it remaing to the present day.
Henry Plantagenet did not long retain the manor of
Tong in his possession, but conferved it upon an aspiring
Churchman, Richard de Belmeis, Bishop of London,
This family of Belmeis has been represented as belong-
ing to that of Belesme, of which, however, there is no
proof; but they certainly were in high favour with the
Earl, and attest many of his charters, They may very
Probably have been stewards for his estates in this part
of Shropshire, and took their name from their seat: in the
parish of Donington, now called Beamish.,  There wag
a most interesting and picturesque old house there callod
Beamish Hall, standing within the memory of man, but
the Shrewsbury and Birmingham Railway passing over
1ts site, it was pulled down, and a comamodious, but
ugly, farm-house built in its stead. Bishop Belmeis
wag Sheriff of Shropshire in 1102, and dying in 1127,
was interved in the Priovy of St. Osyth, the following
inseription being upon his tomb

Hic jacet Richardus Beauveis cognomine Rufus London
Episco%ms, vir probus et grandevus, per totam vitam labor-
iosus, fundator noster religiosus et qui multa bona nobis et
ministris ecclasiee suse Sct’ Pauli contulit.  Obiit XVI, Jan-
uarii MCXXVIL Cujus anime propitietur Altissimus,

He was succeeded by Philip de Belmeis, the son of
his brother Walter de Belmeis, in his Lordships of Tong
and Donington, Tt is difficult to say when these two
lordships were divided, but the family of De Belmeis
were Lords of Donington after the Lordship of Tong
had passed away with an heiress of the elder branch.
Philip de Belmeis took the side of Stephen in the civil
war of that period, and was present at the siege of
Bhrewsbury. "He was also s great benefactor to the
church, bemg a co-founder of (or at least greatly enrich-
ing) Buildwas Abbey on the banks of the Severn near
Tronbridge,and subsequently, having received a company
of Canons of St. Augustin from Dorchester, about nine
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miles from Oxford, wheve they had located themselves
after their introduction into England in 1140, he gave
them a temporary domicile ab Lizzavd Grange in Shrop-
ghire, and afterwards built for them—about 1150—the
maguificent Abbey of Tilleshall, whose ruins still serve
to beautify the estate of the Duke of Sutherland, at that
place. It may be remarked in passing, that another
author states that, on the death of Bishop Belmeis, the
Liordship of Tong passed to his nephew Philip, that of
Donington to Richard de Belmeis. Here the history of
Ruckley becomes distinet from that of its parent estate
of Tong, for it was this Philip de Belmeis who, in con-
junction with Richard de Belmeis, gave the Ruckley
astate to Buildwas Abbey, whence it became church land
and a Grange, as Abbey farms were called. The follow-
ing is the deed of gift :—

Notum sit omnibus ecclogio Christi fidelibus, clericls et
lnicis modernis et posteris quod ego Ricardus de Belmeis
cum consenst et consilio uxoris mes= et fratram meorum
concessi et dedi Abbati et Monachis de Bildwas totam com-
jounem pasturam per totam tervai meam ovibus suis ob
ceteris animalibus quee habent apuc Rochele. Tt us ad illam
pasturam sine ullo impedimento possint venire dedi eis in
jerpetuum  tres acras de terya mea juxta rivulum subtus
‘halfesford, ubl pontem suam ultra aquam ponant, Hane
itaque terram Cum predicta pastura dedi Deo et Sancte
Marise et predietis Monachis in perpetuam elemosinam pro
aalite anime me® et patris &b matris mese eb ceterorum
parentum meorum ita libere o quiete ab ommni terremo ser-
vicio et exactione seculari ut nihil mihi nec meis in ea
retinuerim nisi tutelam ef protectionem conéra Omnes qui eis
in aliquo adversari voluerint. Hujus me® donacionis et con-
firmacionis isti sunt testes, Barnardus de Saint, cum Alano
de Bildwas, et Ada Sacerdote, Philippo fratre ipsius Ricardi,
Radulfo Venatore, Humone de akerlaw, De Monachis
Adam et Caufridus cum fratre Rogerio, totusque conventus.

This Richard Belmeis is supposed to have been cousin
to Philip Belmeis, Lord of Tong, though he calls him -
fator and appavently had other fratres. Indeed
Philip, the donor of the Buckley estate, though he left
two sons, viz, Philip, who died in 1159 without issue,
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and Ralph or Ranulph, who died without issue in 1167,
was ultimately represented by his daughter Adelicia, the
heiress of her brothers and wife of Alan la Zouche,
And yet, we have the following notices of members of
this family at subsequent periods,  Robert de Beaumes
was a vassal at Tong in 1255, whose son, Hugh de
Belmeis, fought for Henry IIT. at Kenilworth, where he
had two horses killed. Ho was an attondant on. that
monarch, who granted him permission to hunt the fox,
badger, and wild cat in the royal forests of Shropshire
and Staffordshive, and in 1267 gave him the marriage of
Isabella, widow of Robert de Beysin, as a recompense
for his good services, and again somewhat later, viz.,
July 5th, 1270, the fine arising from Hillaria de
Harcourt’s marriage. Walter de Beaumes also appears
as defendant in a suit at the assizes of 1221, for stop-
ping up a road in Brewood to the mjury of Leticia,
relict of William de Omfreiston of Omfreston.

The Abbey of Buildwas, the ruing of which are
beautifully situated on the river Severn, and attract
the attention of passengers in the Severn Valley Rail-
way, was founded in 1185 by Roger de Clinton, Bishop
of Chester. It has, however, been asserted that the
Bishop only gave the site, and that Matilda de Bohun,
wife of Sir Robert Burnell, was its true founder, though
this seems not to have been the case. Tt was dedicated
to St. Mary and St. Chad, and was of the order of
Sevigny, which was subsequently united to that of the
Cistercians,  The Abbeys of Ystrad Marchal in Mont-
gomery, and St. Mary in Dublin, were subject to its

bbot as visitor, It will be seen, that the gift by
Philip and Richard do Belmeis, of Ruckley, was amongst
the earliest hemefactions to the newly founded institu-
tion, the date of the above deed being about 1189, but
it was not a very valuable gift so far as the land was
concerned, sice at that time it wag probably little more
than uncultivated common land, and being verysandy, its
produce on the higher parts would ot keep many sheep
or other cattle ; the valleys, however, near the streams
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which after their union form the river Werf, would be
much more productive of good pasturage. The monks
are known to have been very good landlords, and in
many instances studied agriculture with the intention of
improving their lands, while the fact that their estates
were preserved by the ban of the Church, before which,
at that time, even kings trembled, enabled their tenants
to live in peace, and expend with security far more
labour and wealth on their holdings than the vassal of
any lay lord dave attempt. There is no doubt that
Church tenants were somewhat despised by those of the
neighbouring Barons, who were more warlike, but the
lands of the Religious must have been nearly the only
ones which received proper and regular cultivation in
that rude state of society, and they performed a valuable
service to the community at large by the abundance and
excellence of their produce, while they also enriched
their immediate owners. It was probably from this
cause that Ruckley has been always in a state of high
cultivation, while the neighbouring land of Upton con-
tinued a wild common until within the memory of man,
- The only persons in those days who could in any sense
be said to enjoy a peaceable possession of their property
were those who were either themselves Churchmen, or
held under some monastic body, and there are not
wanting cases in which hard-pressed families resorted to
the expedient of giving up their lands to a neighbour-
ing Abbey and receiving them back as tenants, thus
rendering them more secure than they would otherwise
have been, The Cistercian Order was really a reforma-
tion of the Benedictine rule, which had been gradually
relaxed, and numbers among its members many eminent
men, such as the Abbots Stephen and Bernard. Oue
of the rules of the Order was, that its houses should not
be in cities, but that spots in the country should be
selected, where the brethren might live a life of contem-
plation away from the world, and since a counsiderable
portion of the time not employed in singing the Divine
Office was given to manual labourin the fields, the lands
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of the Religious were well cared for, and from their own
knowledge of agriculture they were likely to introduce
all possible improvements amongst their tenantry. We
have only the names of the following Abbots of Build-
was: Nicholag in the time of Walter de Dunstanville,
Simon, Henry IL, Ed. 1L, and Stephen the last
Abbot. In the Taxation of Pope Nicholas the Abbey
and its lands is valued at £104 18s. 7d., by the Com-
missioners of Henry VIIL at £129 6s. 10d., or a net
income of £110 198, 81d., and at the dissolution it con-
tained 14 monks. Belore passing on to the tenants of
Ruckley, the following charter referring to the estate
will be found interesting, marking as it does a subse-
quent grant of land on the Upton side, by Alan la
Zouche, and this probably bears reference to the land
near what is now called Monk’s pool, and other parts
which are in the parish of Shiffnal.

Noverint universi quod ego, Petronilla de Monteforti
domina de Ideshale, filia quondam de Walteri de Dunstanville
inspexi et sensibiliter inspexi, cartam patris mei gﬂam fecit
virls rveligiosis Abbati et conventui de Bildewas &ec. in hsme
vorba, Tlwee est conventis facta annis regni regis Henriei xxxij
inter Nicholaum abb et conventu de Buldewas et Dominum
Walterum de Dunstanvile, dominum de Ideshale, videlicet quod

reedictus abbas et conventus remiserunt et concesserunt dicto

altero et hwmredibus suis villam de Upton cum pertinentiis
stis quam habuerunt de Alano de la Zuche temendam et
habendam sibi et hieredibus suis de dicto Abbate et successor-
ibus suis pro xl sol argenti annuatim ad duos terminos silicet
ad Festum Beatee Mariw in Martio xx sol et ad Festum St!
Michaelis xx sol apud ecclesiam de Ideshale dicto Abbati et
suecessoribus suis, vel eorum nuncio, de liberis hominibus
suis subseriptis et sorum heredibus imperpetuum, videlicet
de Hereberto de Wyke xvij sol pro una virgata terree quam habet
in Wyke, de Ricardo de Castello octo sol et dictus etiam
Walterus remisit et quietam clamavit imperpetuum de se et
heredibus dicto Abbati et conventui et successoribus suis
redditum iiij quam ab eis annuatim percipere consuevit pro
brueria de Hathtone. Dedit etiam et concessit preedictus
Walterus prefatis Abbati et conventui pasturam habendam
adl cee oves per majus centum cubantes et levantes ad gran-
gias suas de Haltone et de Roclege per totam infra has di-
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visas, exceptis bladis et fratis scilicet a terra de Haltone per
viam regiam chlum dueit de Bipeswic usque ad Villam de
TUpton, et de Upton per eandem viam usque ad Stauntone
ot sic subtus Stauntone per Sichetum quod voeatur
Sparkmore descendo usque ad Wornh et inde usque
ad pontem de Rocleg sine impedimento alicwjus. Eb
seiendum quod bene liceat dicto Wa}tero appruare sibi et suis
infra dictas divisas, ita tamen guod iidem Abbas et conventus
et successores sui habeant liberum et largum ingressum ef
regressum ot sufficientem pasturam omni tempore anni ad
reedictas cee oves, et postquam bladn ot fiena levata fuerint
habebunt pasturam per totwmn infra predictas divisas. Xt pree-
dietus Abbes et successores sui preedictam villam cum pertin-
entiis preedicto Waltero et heeredibus sids contra omnes homines
warintizabunt &e.  Hiis testibus, dominus Henrico de Penne-
burg, Waltero de Pedwardine, Johanne filio Philippi, Hugone
de Westone militibus, &e.

This charter, confirming a previous one, was made by
Petronilla de Montfort, who was the daughter and
finally heir of Walter de Dunstanville, 1270, Lord of
Idshale. The pedigree begins with Reginald de Dun-
stanville, 1124, the second husband of Adelina de Insula,
daughter of Humphrey de Insula, a person of distinction
in Wiltshire. They had issue, Alan de Dunstanville,
Lord of Idshale, 1156, whose son Walter married Hawise
des Priaux, 1195, and hadissue Walter de Dunstanville,
1240, who married Petronilla, daughter of William
Fitzalan, by whom he was father of another Walter
de Dunstanville, 1270, who by his second wife Rohesia
left a daughter and heiress Petronilla de Dunstanville,
the wife of Robert de Montfort, whose son William de
- Montfort sold Idsall in 1310 to Bartholemew de Baddles-
mere, and from that time, it has been said, it was
generally called Shiffnal. The above Reginald de Dun-
stanville is also called Fitzroy, from being one of the
numerous illegitimate sons of Henry L, by Adela or Sibil
Corbet, the daughter of Robert and niece of Roger
Corbet, Baron of Oaus, This family of Montfort must
not be confused with the family of the celebrated Harl
of Teicester, who was descended from the Kings of
France. The De Montforts of Shiffnal were akin
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to Peter de Montfort, Sheriff of Shropshire in 1259,
and their chief residence was at Beldesert near Henley,
in Warwickshire ; they took the side of the Bavons, itis
true, and the head of the family fell at Evesham under
the Tarl of Leicester's banner., The Alan la Zouche
mentioned in the deed was Lord of Tong, which came
to him through Alicia, the sister and heir of her brother
Ranulph or Ralph de Belmeis, last Lord of Tong of that
raco, He wag himself descended from Geoffrey
Viscount Rohan, whose son, Alan la Zouche, is
called Harl or Count of Brittany; he was father
of Roger la Zouche, father of another Roger la
Zouche, whose son Alan is the person before us.
He was in high favour with the King, who made
him Chief Justice of Clhester, and North Wales was com-
mitted to his trust. It is related of him that about the
year 1268, John, Earl of Warren and Surrey, had a
grievous quarrel with him about gome land, and the
Earl when worsted in his suit, finding he would
have to submit to the law, overcome by passion, vented
his rage in foul language, and at length rushed upon Sir
Alan and his gon in Westminster Hall so violently, that
he almost killed the one and wounded the ~other,
immediately after which he fled to his Castle at Reigate,
where, being too hotly pursued by Prince Edward and a
large force, to remain in safety, he humbled himself and
promised to make satisfaction. He was fined 10,000
marks, but the amount was subsequently considerably
reduced, It is also recorded that during the Abbacy of
John, the 23rd Abbot of St. Albans, in 1252, Queen
Hleanor and her children visited that Abbey, and during
her stay there a violent thunderstorm took place, the
lightning striking and shivering to pieces the mantel
piece of the room wherein the Queen was sitting. The
laundry of the Abbey burst into flames, and such terror
was caused by the elements, that Alan la Zouche, the
King’s Chief Justice of Chester and of the Welsh
district {(who was at that time escorting two carts full
of treasure and had stopped to rest at the Abbey),
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rushed out with his attendants into the highway,
imagining the Abbey would be destroyed. Roger la
Zouche had sided with the Barons against King John
after the murder of his nephew Arthur, son of Geoffroy
Duke of Brittany, and on this account the Lordship of
Tong had been seized into the king’s hands and given
to Breoge ; it was, however, recovered upon payment of
100 marks. Alan la Zouche gave this lordship in frank
marriage with his sister Alicia la Zouche, 1267, to
William Harcourt, by whom however it was again
forfeited, he having adylrlered to the king’s enemies, and
only restored after his death to his two danghters, at the
intercession. of their uncle, Alan la Zouche. By his wife
Helen, daughter and co-heir of Roger de Quineci, Harl
of Winchester, Alan la Zouche had issue two sons, Eudo
or Ivon, ancestor of the Zouches of Harringworth,
Codnor, &c., and Roger whose son Alan left three
co-hetrs; 1. Elene wife of Alan de Charleton, whence
the Charltons of Apley; 2. Maud, wife of Robert de
Holland, and 3, Elizabeth, a nun of Brewood. Return-
ing from this digression, which however seemed neces-
sary to shew the last connection for some time between
the lords of Tong and Ruckley, we must take notice of
the tenants of Ruckley under the Abbot of Buildwas,
but of these there i3 less known than even of
the Abbots, since apparently none of their names
survive until the time of the Dissolution of the
Monasteries. That event is looked upon as a cala-
mity or otherwise, for the most part, according, to
the animus of individuals, but the temperate and
unprejudiced must confess that their destruction was
not an unmixed good, nor the way in which it was
done a legal act of unmixed justice, though there
can be no doubt that the clergy of that day brought
it upon themselves by their overbearing pride, self-
indulgence, and coveteousness, all characteristics directly
opposed to their duty as Christians and vows as monks,
The last Abbot of Buildwas, Stephen, had granted a
lease dated April 14th, 1521, of Ruckley Grange, and
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gome other land in Buildwas, to John Foster of Welling-
ton and Isabella his wife, for the space of 99 years, at
the rent of £6 13s. 4d. for the land in Buildwas and
10 shillings for Ruckley per annum, with a heriot, how-
ever, upon the death of each possessor, of 20 shillings, in
addition to the rent. It iz not certain whether the
Foresters or Horsters had any previous connection with
Ruckley, or whether the deed of gift was not signed by
one of them under the Latin form of Radulfus Venator,
The family is undoubtedly of very ancient date in the
county, and has been said to derive its name from a
common gource with the Welds of Lulworth and Willey,
that 1s, from Edric the Forester, called in Latin Edrie
Sylvaticus or the Wild, who was Lord of Wigmore and
son of Alfic, brother of the celebrated Edric Streone or
Stretton, Harl of Mercia, of whom it is related, that
desiring the death of Alfhelm, one of the blood royal, he
invited him to hunt with him near his residence at
Shrewsbury, having previously placed in ambush in the
thickest part of the forest, one Godwin Porchund, or
master of the boar hounds, to kill him asg he passed.
Upon hearing of this treacherous murder of his relative,
Ethelred, the SBaxon King, put out the eyes of two of
Edvic’s sons as a punishment for the deeds of their
father, The fivst of the name of Forester mentioned is
Hugh, son of Robert, in 1214, who at the request of
King John, had married a niece of John le Strange, for
which he was recompensed by a remission of certain
gums of money which he owed. Robert le Forester of
Wellington appears in 1287, and in 1319 his son Roger
was made a Burgess of Shrewsbury. His son {or
grandson} Roger was made keeper of the Chase of
Wellington in 1416 by the co-heirs of Thomas Fitzalan,
viz., hig sisters Blizabeth, Duchess of Norfolk (at that
time, for she had four husbands), and Joan, who had
married George Beauchamp, Lord Bergavenny. Richard,
the son of William and grandson of the last mentioned
Roger, was father, by his wife Alice, of William Forster,
who married Elizabeth, daughter of John Roufford of
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Butlos in Herefordshire, and had issue John Fovster,
who by Anue, daughter of Thomas Bannester of Hadnal,
Sheriff of Shropshirve in 1403, was father of two sons,
Richard, whose issue died out, and J ohn, who was the
Jobn Forster mentioned in the Abbot’s lease. Itis evident,
from the alliances above and those which suceeed, that
the family of Forster ranked amongst the best in the
county, and it is more than might have been expected
from the various changes and chances of life, to find
their descendants and rvepresentatives still holding a
good position and ranking amongst the largest landed
proprietors of Shropshive. John: Forster married Isabel,
daughter of William Liyster of Rowton Castle ; she, how-
ever, wag his second wife, his first being Alice, daughter
of Thomas Charlton, by whom he had a daughter, Alice,
wife of John Shee. The Lysters of Rowton Castle are
a family still known in Shropshive, William Lyster, the
father of Mrs, Forster, had married Elizabeth, the
danghter of John Leighton by Angharad, one of the co-
heirs of De Burgh. It will have been observed that the
Abbot’s lease of Ruckley, &c. would end in 1620 ; before
that date however the Reformation had takenplace, and
the dissolution of religious houses, so that the Abbots
had ceaged to be owners of land, and the estates of
Buildwas had passed into the possession of Henry VILL
He thus acquired the rights of the Abbot of Buildwas,
but the rights of the tenants of the Abbey remained in
force, and thus the Abbot’s lease held good after the
lordship of the estates had passed into the hands of a
layman. The accounts of the Abbey of Buildwas had
been sent to the King in 1536, In the following year
the lands of the Abbey were conferred upon Ridward
Grey Lord Powis, and on July 4th, 15645, he received
olso the lands of the Abbey of Ystrad Marchall, so that
John Forster was now tenant at Ruckley under Lord
Powis, of whom we must say & few words, Sir John
Grey, Kt., son of Siv Thomas Grey of Berwick, by his
wife Jane, daughter of John Lord Mowbray (a descendant
of the Albinis), was created in 1418 Earl of Tankerville,
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in Normandy, on account of his great services in the
French wars, and was also invested with the Order of the
Garter. He married Joan, the elder co-heir of Fdward
Cherleton Lord Powis, who had died on March 14th,
1421, and thus left to his descendants a claim to that
Barony, but he himself predeceased his wifo, being
slain in a marsh near the Castle of Beaufort, April 3rd,
1421. His son, Henry Grey, succeeded him as Karl of
Tankerville, and was apparently a strong adherent of
the house of Lancaster, since he is said to have boheaded
Sir Griffith Vaughan in the courtyard of Powis Castle,
at the order of Margavet of Anjou, without any trial and
in violation of a promise of safe conduet which had been
given in his namo, because Siv Guiffith was suspected of
corresponding with the Yorkist leaders. Others have
said that family motives influenced him in this, since Sir
Griffith’s grandmother was 4th in descent from Gwen-
wynwyn Prince of Powis, and stood on an equal footing
as an heiress of Powis with Lord Tankerville’s ancestress,
Hawise, wife of John Cherleton. He married Antigone,
the natural daughter of Humphrey (surnamed the
Good), Duke of Gloucester, 4th son of Henry IV, by
Mary, daughter and co-heir of Humphrey de Bohun,
Farl of Hereford, and Dby her had issue Richard,
Humphrey, who died without issue, and Elizabeth, wife
of Sir Roger Kynaston. Henry Grey, Eaxl of Tanker-
ville, died on the feast of St. Hilary, 1450, having never
been summoned to Parliament. Richard succeeded his
father, and is said to have taken his seat in Parliament
between Lords Lovell and Stourton, the position which
his ancestors the Cherletons Lords Powis had held ; he
then swore fealty to Hemry VI, Indeed, Richard
Lord Powis lived in difficult times, for the struggle
between the rival houses of York and Laneaster was at 1tg
height. At the battle of Blore Heath, 1449, Sir Roger
Kynaston, who had married the sister of Lord Powis,
slew with his own hand (it is said) James Lord Audley,
the leader of the Lancastrians. A few years afterwards
we find Lord Powis and Sir Roger Kynaston fogether
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with Walter Hopton and Roger Eyton, Esquires, re-
deeming their heads with their lands. In July, 1460,
the battle of Northampton changed the agpect of affairs,
and two years later Lord Powis was at the siege of
Alnwick Castle with the Earl of Warwick, He married
Margaret, daughter of James Lord Audley, and relict of
..... Vaughan, by whom she had had two daughters.
By Lord Powis she had a son, John Grey, six years old
at hLis father’s death, and a daughter, TElizabeth, wife of
Qir John Ludlow of Stokesay. ohn Grey served in the
Trench wars, and having married Anne Herbert, daughter
of William, first Earl of Pembroke of that family, left at
his decease in 1497 a son and heir, John Grey Lord
Powis, who died at the early age of 19 years in 1504,
having married Margaret, daughter of Edward Lord
Dudley, K.G., son of John, who was son of Sir Edmund
Lord Dudley by Joyce, sister and co-heir of John
Tiptoft Farl of Worcester, and daughter of John Lord
Tiptoft by Joyce, the younger co-heir of Edward
Gherleton Lord Powis. Edward Grey Lord Powis
succeeded his father, and through his mother repre-
gented the other co-heir of the Cherletons, thus uniting
the blood of the old Lords Powis in himself, During
his youth he had spent wouch of his time with Charles
Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, to whose care he had been
committed, It will be remembered that this Charles
Brandon had married Mary, daughter of Henry VIL,
and velict of Louis XII, of France, and was aperson of
great distinetion, which points out the importance which
was thought to attach to the education of youngEdward
Groy. He frequently visited Shrewsbury and spent his
time at his house there, called from its builders, Charlton
Hall. Byhis marriage with Anne, daughter and co-heir of
his former tutor, he connected himself with the royal
family, but died of the sweating sickness July 2nd, 1551,
without any legitimate issue, his wife surviving him
and marrying as a second hugband Rendle Hanworth.
Lord Powis had, however, contracted an intimacy with

Jane, daughter of Sir Lewis Orwell by Elizabeth,
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daughter of Morris Ludlow of Stokesay Castle (or
perhaps a former wife), and by her had several natural
children, viz., Edward Grey of Buildwas, &ec., J ane,
wife of William Booth of Dunham Massey, Co. Chester,
Anne, wife of Christopher Haywood, . oyce, wife of
Humphrey Freewood, and Cealy, wife of Humphrey
Freere of Charlton, Co. Worcester. Thig brings us down
to the time of our History, for it was to his connection
Rdward Grey Lord Pows, that Henry VIIL. granted
the lands of the Abbeys of Buildwas and Ystrad Marchell
as related above, at a rent for the former of £55 8g, 8d,
After the death of Lord Powis, Jane Orwell marvied
John Herbert, and survived antil 1596, Edward Grey,
the natural son of the last Lord, eame of age in the year
1568, having been an infant at his father’s death, but
succeeding under a will dated June 11th, 1544, to the
Barony and Manor of Powis, the Castle and Manor of
Poole and other estates of his father, with the exception
of the Castle and Manor of Cherleton and Manor of
Pontesbury, which were settled on his mother for hey
life, but came to him in reversion. We may anticipate
events so far as to say that immediately upon his sue-
cession, he was attacked upon all sides and entered upon
a sexies of legals truggles with his opponents, of so costly
a mnature, that probably on this account he sold the
Lovdship and Castle of Powis in 1587 to Sir Edward
Herbert, 2nd son of William Faxl of Pembroke, and took
up his residence at Buildwas. Having married Grisagona,
the daughter of John Giffard of Chillington, by hig wife
Joyce, daughter of James Leveson of Lilleshall, he had
issue five sons, Edward, Walter, Andrew, Thomas and
Devereux, and four danghters, Jane, the wife of Willian
Seldon, and afterwards of William Leighton, Lettice,
Cecily and Ghisagona, wife of Sir Moreton Briggs of
Haughton (created a Baronet August 12th, 1641%} by
whom she wag mother of Humphrey, Morton, Robert,
Aune wife of Thomas.Draper, Priscilla, Frances wife of
Ferrers Fowke of Little Wyrley, and Martha. The
family of Grey, so far as the representatives of Edward

S ————
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Groey are concerned, seems to have melted away, and left
only a trace behind in those descended from the
daughters. Indeed most of the estates weve sold during
Edward’s life time, or granted to claimants to secure
peace. It is thus thatin 1600 we find him joining with
Vernon to sell Charlton Hall, the old family house in
Shrewsbury, to William Leighton of Stretton, though it
wag then, and had been for more than two centuries pre-
viously in the occupation of the Waring family, and it
finally came to the Warings and descended through
their heiress Dorothy Waring to Jonathan Scott of
Shrewsbury, her son, who by Mary, danghter of
Humphrey Sandford of the Isle, was father of John
Scott-Waring and other sons, and Dorothy, his only
daughter, wife of Henry Stokes. It will be necessary
here to enter upon some explanation of the different
claims and claimants on the estate of the last Lord
Powis, Foremost amongst these, of course, stands his
natural son Edward Grey, who claims under his father's
will ; then come the Vernons, who claim through their
ancestress Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Grey Lord-
Powis, and finally come the Kynastons, who claim ag
representatives of Lady Elizabeth Grey, sister of Richard
Tord Powis and daughter of Henry Grey, Earl of
Tankerville, It will be remembered that the last Lord
Powis died in 1551 or 1552, and as early as 1554,
Thomas and George Vernon began to prefer claims to
the estates and title of Powis, especially the latter, since
the former might follow the will of the deceased peer,
and of right pass to his son Edward Grey. From which,
it is evident, that there was no secret asto the Vernon
claime, nor were they preferred after so long an interval
that any reasonable doubt of their justice could arise.
Elizabeth Grey, daughter of Richard Grey Lord Powis,
who died in 1466, by his wife Margaret, daughter of
James Lord Audley, married Sir John Ludlow of
Stokesay Castle, and was by him mother of two
daughters and co-heirs, Anne the elder, and Alice the
younger. Anne married Thomas Vernon, a younger son
VOL. II 8
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of Sir Henry Vernon of Tong Castle, and was in her
right of Stokesay Castle. They had issue a daughter,
Elinor, wife of Francis Curzon, and a son and heir,
Thomas Vernon, who married Dorothea, daughter of Sir
Francis Lovell of Norfolk (whose mother was aunt of
Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk), and was father of a
son, Henry Vernon, claimant to the Barony in 1584,
and a daughter, who on the deatly of her brother without
issue became his heir, named Dorothy, the wife of
Humphrey Ludlow, by whom he had a daughter and
heir Hlizaboth Ludlow, who married Humphrey Hill of
Hill's Couwrt, and was by him mother of George Hill
and other sons, and a daughter Anne Hill, wife of
Charles Adams of Caynham, and subsequently of Cleeton,
by the marriage of his grandson Francis Adams with
Anne, daughter and heir of William Adams of Cleeton.
Anne Adams survived her hushand, and was living as a
widow at Broseley in 1637. The younger co-heir of Siv
John Ludlow and Elizabeth Grey, Alice Ludlow, married
Humphrey Vernon, in her right of Hodnet (also a son
of Sir Henry Vernon's), and was mother of George
Vernon of Hodnet, father of Richard Vernon, who died
without issue, and John Vernon, who succeeded to
Hodnet, and was father of Sir Robert Vernon of
Hodnet, the father of Sir Henry Vernon of Hodnet,
from whom derived the Vernons of Hodnet. It would
take us too long and draw us too far from our subject to
enter on the various proofs adduced by Henry Vernon
of his right to the Barony of Powis; one however must
be noticed, namely, certain books of pedigrees shewing
his deseent from Klizabeth, daughter of Richard Lord
Powis, as above related. These books were referred to
the Heralds’ College for their opinion upon the subject,
and the answer of the Heralds was to the effect that
though their own books contained no record of any
daughter of the later Lords of Powis except Elizabeth,
wife of Bir Roger Kynaston, yet the documents gent up
showed that there was a daughter of Richard Lord
Powis, called also Elizabeth, and that they considered
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them worthy of credit in that behalf. There would
appear then every reason to believe that Henry Vernon
of Stokesay would duly have received his swmmons to
Parliament as Lord Powis, but unfortunately he died. at
this time without issue, and nothing further was done,
So far the Kynastons seem to have made no claim;
indeed the matter rested for more than a century after
the death of Henry Vernon, but upon being revived in
1729 by Sir Nathaniel Curzon, he was opposed in
January 1730 by John Kynaston (a descendant of Sir
Roger Kynaston and Lady Elizabeth Grey), whoin 1731
claimed the right to the Barony of Powis, asserting that
theve was no such person as Elizabeth, daughter of
Richard Lord Powis and wife of Sir John Ludlow. He
accounted for none of his ancestors having laid claim to
the Barony, by saying that though of good birth and
position they were too poor to do so effectually. It is
certain, however, that from the first the Vernons and
Kynastons were interested in the Powis estates, which
at the accession of Hdward Greoy weve estimated
to be of the value of £5,000 or £6,000 per annum ; and
he undoubtedly gave the Manors of Plas y Dinas and
Trewern, Co. Montgomery, to Edward Kynaston in
1568, in satisfaction for any claims of his on the Powis
estates, und thus bought his intevests against the
Vernons : but it must also be remembered that a moiety
of the Manors of Charleton and Pontesbury descended
to the Vernons, and that, when the latter was alienated
by Edward Grey to William Leighton, the title to the
estate was not considered secure without the confirma-
tion of Ienry Vernon. There is extant a letter from
Edward Grey to his loving cousin, Edward Kynaston of
Hordley, dated at Buildwas 29th Sept., 1597, which
says that Vernon intended to indict him, his cousin,
Mr, Leveson, and their servants, for an affray at Bridg-
north, in revenge for their having indicted some men of
Vernon’s, From what has been said it is evident that,
ag previously observed, Fdward Grey, upon entering
into possession of his father’s estate, found that he had
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only entered upon a disputed title, and was obliged to
buy off his opponents or make some compromise with
them.  This bears considerably upon the History of
Ruckley, which formed part of the disputed possessions,
and it would be Impossible to understand it without
some explanation of the claims of the claimants, and of
these persons themselves a short account may not be
uninteresting,  The Vernons became cormected with
Shropshive through marrying the heiress of Tong. It
will be remembered that that estate passed from the
family of Belmeis to that of Zouch, Alan la Zouch and
his wife were succeeded by their son William, who died
in 1199, when his brother Roger succeeded, during

whose tenure Tong was forfeited and given to De

Breose. He died in 1238, when his son Alan la Zouch
became Lord of Tong, which he settled as a marriage
portion on his sister Alice, wife of William de Harcourt,
by whom it was again forfeited, but restoved, as pre-
viously stated, at the intercession of their uncle Alan la
Zouch, on his daughters and heirs, of whom theyounger,
Margery de Harcourt, married John de Cantilupe of
Snilfield, brother of Walter Bishop of Worcester, and
uncle of 8. Thomas of Herveford, She, howsver, died
without issue, The elder co-heir, and finally sole heir,
Orabel de Harcourt, married Henry, son of Henry de
Pembruge by Elizabeth, daughter and co-heir of
Godfrey de Gamages, and grandson of another Henry de
Pembruge of Pembruge, Co. Heveford. The father,
Henry de Pembruge, was an adherent of De Montfort’s
party, even after the battle of Evesham, and is said to
have insulted Prince Edmund and set fire to Warwick.
He was, however, taken prisoner and handed over to the
Mortimers, who consigned him to the dungeons of
Wigmeore Castle and took possession of his lands, from
which they refused to part even upon the release of
Pembruge, who never regained the whole of them, though
his estate was considerable ; and we find that his son,
besides his wife’s dower, had lands in Worcestershire,
Herefordshire, Wiltshire, and Leicestershire, King
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Henry I11, granted to Henry de Pembruge a charter for a,
market at Tong on Thursdays,andanannualfairto be held
on the Vigil, the Feast Day and the morrow of St, Thomag
the Apostle, At his death in 1296, he left his son and
heiv, Fulk de Pembruge, an infant five years old, who
afterwards took part with the Barons agamnst the King’s
favourites under Thomas Harl of Lancaster, and was
amongst those who received a pardon for the execution
of Gaveston. There is some difficulty as to the exact
descent of Tong here, but a third Fulk de Pembruge, hig
son probably, succesded him in 1326, who died without
issue in 1334,when his brother Robert suceeeded, father of
Fulle de Pembruge, Lovd of Tong in 1871, who married
firstly, Margaret, sole heiress of William Trussell of
Cublesdon, and secondly Tsabel or Elizabeth Lingen, who
is sometimes called the Foundvess of Tong Church.
Fullk de Pembruge died in 1408, leaving no issue by
either wife, the latter of whom indeed survived him and
had a grant of the Church of St. Bartholemew at Tong
in 1411, for which she paid £50, and being piously dis-
posed rebuilt to a great extent the church (the arcade of
the south aisle being part of the original structure), to
which she added a College consisting of a Warden and
Canons. Henry V. subsequently endowed it with the
Manor of Lapley and lands in Leicestershive, In 1446
Tong came into the possession of Sir Richard Vernon as
heir, being the grandson of Juliana de Pembruge, sister
and heirvess of Fulk de Pembruge, with Richard Vernon
of Harlaston, in Staffordshire, which he derived from an
heiress of the family of Fraunceys, and of Haddon Hall
in Derbyshire, which he derived from heiresses of the
families of Avenel and Peversl, This Richard Vernon
had by his wife Juliana & son and heir, Richard Vernon,
who married Joan, the sole issue of Sir Rhys ab Griffith
of Wichnor, and his first wife Isabel, daughter and heir
of Sir Robert Stackpole, Tt was thus that the Vernons
became representatives of the Stackpoles, though not of
the Griffiths of Whichnor, which estate passed on to the
descendants of Sir Rhys by his 2nd wife Margaret,
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daughter of Nicholas Zouche of Codnor, now represented
by Siv Henry Boynton, Bt., of Burton Agnes. Richard
Vernon and his wife Joan had issue Sir Richard Vernon,
who succeeded to the Tong estate,and married Benedicta,
daughter of Sir William (or John) Ludlow of Stokesay
Castle and also of Hodnet through an heivess of the De
Hodnet family, they had issue Sir William Vernon, who
married Margaret Swynfen, heiress of Pipe, her grand-
father, Robert Swynfen, having married the daughter of
William and sister and heir of Sir Robert Pipe of Pipe
Ridware, Co. Stafford, William Vernon and his wife
lie in a tomb erected to them, of free stone, with a grey
marble slab inlaid with figures and serolls of brags, near
the south-west pier of the tower in Tong Church. He
died in 1467, and his wifein 1460. They were succeeded
by their son Sir Henry Vernon, K.B., 1467, Lord of
Tong, Haddon, &c., &ec., and governor or tutor of Prince
Axthur, the elder brother of Henry VIII, who resided
with him both at Tong and Haddon, and subsequently
held & miniature Court at Ludlow Castle. Sir Henry
Vernon rebuilt his Castle at Tong about 1500, and it
substantially forms the present edifice, Prints of the
building as it stood lagt century show that it consisted
of a centre, wherein was the great Hall, and two project-
ing wings, all of brick with stone facings and mullions,
many of the principal corners being ornamented by
octagonal turrets ; the chimneys were also of brick, some
twisted, some constructed with other ornamental
devices, so that the whole formed a mass of most
picturesquely broken buildings, though rather a castel-
lated mansion than a castle. It was probably the
second castle built upon the present site, since in Fulke
de Pembruge’s time, circa 1320, mentionis made of land
called “The Olde Castle.” Sir Henry Vernon married
Lady Anne Talbot, the daughter of John Talbot, 2nd Harl
of Shrewsbury (who was killed in 1460), by Elizabeth,
daughter of James Butler, 4th Earl of Ormond. (This
line of Talbot died out with Edwavrd Talbot, the 7th
Earl of Shrewsbury). Both Sir Henry and Tady Anne
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are buried under a richly carved alabaster tomb in Tong
Church, which partly forms a screen between the
Glolden Chapel (which was a chantry of the Vernons)
and the chapel at the cast end of the south aisle, He
died in 1515, and Lady Anne in 1530. There seems
some difficulty as to his issue, since for the most part he
is called the father of :—1st. Sir Richard Vernon, his
heir, who married Margaret, daughter of Sir Robert
Dymoke of Scrivelsby. 2nd. Thomas Vernon, jure
uxoris, of Stokesay. 3rd Humphrey Vernon, Jure
uxoris, of Hodnet. ~ 4th. Sir John Vernon, of Sudbury.
5th, Sir Arthur, a priest, Rector of ‘Whitchurch, and
some daughters, of whom Elizabeth was the wife of
Sir Robert Corbet of Moreton Corbet; but another
authority calls Thomas and Humphrey Vernon younger
gons of Sir Richard Vernon, and so grandsons of Sir
Henry, which seems very probably correct. The arms
of Vernon were, orgent fretty sable; those of Pem-
bruge, Barry of 6 or and azure; those of Harcourt,
o1 two bars gules; those of Zouche, gules 10 bezants 4,
3, 2, and 1, These last arms surmounted by a chief or,
are aldo given as those of Belmeis. The arms of Ludlow
were argent, a lion rampant sable. With this know-
ledge of the persons mentioned before us, we may returi
to the Ruckley estate, which had been leased to John
Forster by Stephen, last Abbot of Buildwas. Through
the contentions of the various competitors for Lord
Powis’ estate, Ruckley became divided into two moieties.
On June 22nd, 1599, Henry Vernon gave a leage on
Cosforde or Gosforde, Byldwas Hayes and Ruckley
Grainge (late in the occupation of John Forster), to
Thomas More of Reding, Berkshire, gent., at the rate
of £4 per anmum. It has been supposed that this lease
was given principally to strengthen Henry Vernon's
position, but his right to give it was questioned in 1657.
Tt would itself have expired June 10th, 1679, but could
not take effect until the expiration of the lease given by
the Abbot. This latter lease had descended after the
death of John Forster, by gift and grant to Richard

e
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Forster of Brockton and Ruckley Grange, who however
was sued for it by Robert Cressett, gentleman, though
without success, Cressett seems to have been connected
with the Forster family, though it is rather difficult to
see how he had any claims in the matter, Richard
Forster of Brocton, Ruckley Grange and Sutton Madoe,
was the son of John Forster and Isabel Lyster, and
brother of John Forster of Upton and Easthope, 1544,
an attendant on Henry VIIL, who granted him a license
in 1520, “to use and were his bonet on his hede at all
tymes and in all places, as well in our presence as else-
where.” This John Forster married J oyce, the daughter
and heir of Philip Upton, called in one place of Upton
under Haghmond, in another of Oteley, Co. Salop ; and
loft a numerous issue, of whom Edward, the 5th gon,
had by his wife Margaret, daughter of Thomas Bostock,
a danghter, Isabel, who married her cousin John Forster,
The eldest son of John Forster, of Upton, was William,
who by Mary, daughter and co-heir of John Weaver of
Strangford, Co. Hereford, was the ancestor of the present
Lords Forester of Willey, who still retain the right of
appearing covered in the royal presence. On February
6th, 1603, Thomas Move of Reading, Berks, entered into
a bond for £60 to Gilbert Watkis (probably Watkins) of
Peplowe, in the County of Salop, yeoman, binding him-
self to keep certain agreements, the purport of which is
that by a deed dated February 15th, 1604, More should
soll to Watkis for the sum of 40 marks 7.e. £26 13s. 4d.,
his interest in Gosforde Grange, &c., and other lands in
the occupation of John Forster of Sutton Madoc, for the
residue of the term of 80 years then unexpired, that is,
his interest in the lease given hy Henry Vernon, and
which would, if undisputed, come into operation after
the convent lease of 99 years (under which John
Forster held those lands) had expired. It is evident
from what has been said, that this interest which was
bought by Watkis could not be of any very great value at
some sixty years before it could come into operation; and,
indeed, the whole of such an interest seems to have been
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cveated by Henry Vernon for his own purposes. How-
ever, it seems subsequently to have been deemed of
some value, or if’ not of much value in itself, still the
possession of it might prevent further disputes. It also
speaks well for the improving state of the Ruckley pro-
perty, when we find the tenants, John Forster and
his heirs, anxious to obtain the lease, and thus extend
their right over it. This was done by a deed dated
June 16th, 1604, wherein Gilbert Watkis of Peplowe
assigns to Francis Forster, eldest son of John Forster of
Qutton Maddock, the remainder of the term of 80 years,
vesexrving however to himself Cosforde Grange. To this
deed is added a memorandum, stating that Gilbert
Watkis having purchased the lease from Moore, subject
to a rent of £4, payable by him for all the lands to
Henry Vernon, Francis Forgter would be liable to the
same rental, but in consideration of the reduction of
Glosforde .Grange, he should pay to Henry Vernon, his
heirs, and assigns, the sum of £3 1ls. 8d. during
the time he should enjoy the premises. Bub before
going further we must speak of Richard Forster, the
son and heir of the John Forster to whom the Abbot’s
lease was given. He married Margery, daughter of
................ Wildgose or Wildgote of
Wolverhampton, by whom he had geveral children,
viz., John, his hLemr, born 1854 Elizabeth, wife of
Robert Bowyer; Anne, wife of Richard Baxter, and
Frances, wife of William Adams of Cleston, some of
whom were born before the marriage of their pavents.
This John Forster, son and heir of Richard, who also
succeeded to the Abbot’s lease, states that in the year
1604, June 16th, his grandfather J ohn Forster, the
original Jessee, was dead, and he himsgelf was in posses-
sion of the leage of a moiety of Ruckley, the reversion of
which would rest in Henry Vernon and his heirs
expectant. He, therefore, promises to pay to Henry
Vornon half the sum of £6 [3s. 4d. per annum, and
also to defend his title to that moiety of the estate;
and Henry Vernon promises upon his part to pay back
VOL. IL i\



238 SOME ACCOUNY or THRE

to John Forster the rent if he be evicted of his title, and
also to acquit John Forster of all arrvears due, either to
himself or to his grandfather Thomas Vernon. This
agreement was, of course, enterved into on account of the
disputes affecting the estute of the last Lord Powis, and
indeed legal disputes and litigation seem an heritage
entailed upon the Ruckley estate and its possessors,
In 1606 Henry Vernon died without issue, and we hear
little more of him, until at a later date a claim to
the Barony of Powis was taken up by the Curzons, the
descendants of his aunt. It is worthy of remark, how-
ever, that on the very day on which John Forster entered
upon the above agreement with Henry Vernon, z.e. June
16th, 1604, he also entered upon a similar agreement
with Sir Robert Vernon as to his moiety of Ruckley,
and the same conditions are recited with respect to Sir
Robert’s father, John Vernon ; so that it is evident the
two Vernons acted together, deriving their rights from
the rame source, their ancestress Elizabeth Grey, wife
of Sir John Ludlow. They had both given leases on
Ruckley, and both these leases were vested in their
joint tenant John Foster, son of Richard, son of John
Forster, the Abbot's lessee. Ie seems to have had so
great an affection for the place that he was desirous of
extending the period of his holding there, after the
~expiration of the Abbot’s lease, which would expire, be
it remembered, on April 4th, 1620 ; and so he obtained
from Sir Robert Vernon for the sum of £50 a further
lease of 'his lands in Buildwas Hayes, Ruckley Giange,
&c., for 21 years beyond the term of the Convent lease,
at a yearly rent of £3 11s. 8d. The death of Henry
Vernon, without any issue, seems to have simplified
matters, and Sir Robert Vernon was able in September,
1609, to come to an agreement with Edward Grey of
Buildwas, who was the son of Edward Grey, the natural
son of Lord Powis; and on Dee. 2nd, 1610, there is a
deed between Thomag Harryes, Sergeant-at-Law, Rondle
Crewe of Lincoln’s Inn, Edward Grey of Buildwas,
Esq., William Jones of Lincoln’s Inn, Esq., and on the
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other part John Forster of Sutton Maddoe, gentleman.
The object of this deed is, that Edward Grey should
guarantee John Forster against all claims made by him
or by Henry Vernon, deceased, and renew the Abbot's
lease of 99 years for 21 years morve, at the rate of
£6 18s. 4d. per annum. In fine it covenants that
nothing shall bind to further warranty Harries, Crewe, or
Jones, The leases given by Henry Vernon and Sir
Robert Vernon included Buildwas Iayes, Abbot’s
Orchard, and Ruckley, but though their joint claim upon
Ruckley was allowed, that upon Buildwas was conceded
to Grey, no doubt by an arrangement of compromise,
Forster then would receive from the Vernons only the
renewal of the lease upon Ruckley and would have
to look to Edward Gray for the renewal of that
upon Buildwas; he may have obtained the foregoing
deed as a precaution against any claims of Kdward
Grey on the Ruckley estate. It is remarkable
that John Curzon (son of Francis Vernon by Eleanor,
atmt of Henry Vernon) unites with Sir Robert
Vernon in alienating their claim upon Buildwas in 1612
to Thomas Chamberlain.  On the 8rd Novemnber, 1684,
Sir Robert Vernon, Kt., obtained from. the Crown a
permission to alienate the fee simple of his portion of the
estate of Ruckley Grange to Francis Forster, gentleman ;
“the deed is signed by Lord Bacon under the great seal
of England. The Francis Forster here spoken of was
one of the sons of John Forster previously mentioned,
who wag the only son of Richard Forster, to whose
property he had succeeded, and had married his cousin
Isabel Forster, daughter of Edward Forster, 5th son of
John Forster of Upton, by whom he had issue three
sons, Francig, Basil, and Hdward. Sir Robert Vernon
soon acted upon the permission he had obtained, for by
a deed of Nov. 8th, 1634, he, for the sum of £100,
enfeoffed Francis Forster of Sutton Maddoc, gentleman,
in the moiety of Ruckley Grange, which belonged to
him, and John Huxley of Broseley, gentleman, acted as
Vernon’s attorney in this matter, so that Francis Forster
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thus became actual possessor of a portion of the Ruckley
property. But on the 5th of November in the same
year Francis Forster assigned Ruckley Grange, as held
by him by virtue of two several indentures of demise, to
his brothers Basil Forster and Edward Forster, gentle-
men. On the following tenth of November, seizin was
given to Francis Forster by John Huxley in the capital
house, so that he now enteved on possession of his pro-
perty. The capital house here spoken of was doubtless
old Ruckley Grange, a farm house facing the south, and
of which some vestiges remain in the kitchens of the
present mansion, though the greater portion was pulled
down. Francis Forster married Mary, daughter of
Thomas Scott, but died Dec. 17th, 1652, apparently
without issue, and she married again. The family of
Scott became much connected with Shropshire, probably
through an early intermarriage between one of them and
Tord Wenlock. The principal branch of the family,
which came from Scot’s Hall, in Kent, was that seated at
Shrewsbury and Betton Strange, through a mariage of
their ancestor with the heiress of Betton. Mary Scott,
the wife of Francis Forster, and who subsequently bought
up the interest of her nephews in the Ruckley property,
was the daughter of Thomas Scott of the Heath, Shiffnal,
who died about 1630,by Hlizabeth Mitton, his wife. This
tamily of Mitton were owners of Weston, which had
come to them by the marriage of Richard Mitton (son of
Reginald Mitton of Shrewsbury) with Margaret,
daughter and co-heir of Sir Adam Peshale, whose great-
grandfather, Sir Adam Peshale, had married as his first
wife the heiress of John Weston of Weston-under-
Lizzard. The Mittons of Weston finally vested in the
‘Wilbrahams, whose heiress married a Newpoit, and the
estate thus passed to Sir Henry Bridgman, ancestor of
the Earl of Bradford, the present possessor, Thomas
Scotb was the son of Anthony Scott, who is stated, in a
manuseript formerly belonging to Scot’s Hall, Kent, to-
have married the heiress of Betton Strange, Co. Salop.
Anthony was son of Charles Scott of Egerton, in God-
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mersham, who died 1617, and Jane, his wife, daughter
of Sir Thomas Wyatt of Allington Castle, who was be-
headed in the second year of Queen Mary’s reign,
Charles was the son of Sir Reginald Scott of Scot’s Hall,
by Mary, daughter of Sir Bryan Tuke, who had formerly
been a secretary of Cardinal Wolsey. Sir Reginald
was son of Sir John, Sheriff of Kent, by Anne his wife,
daughter and co-heir of Reginald Pympe of Nettle-
stead, who was attainted in 1483 for agsisting the Duke
of Buckingham against Richard IIL, but the attainder
veversed by Henvy VI, 8ir John Scott was the son of
Sir William, and Sybella his wife, daughter of Sir John
Lowkenor, slain at the battle of Tewkesbuwry, 1471,
Qir William was son of Siv John Scott, by Agnes, the
daughter and heir of William Beaufitz, son of William
Scott, by his second wife Isabel, daughter of Vincent
Herbert or Finch of Netherfield, son of John Scott by
+he heiress of De Cumbe, son of William, son of Michael,
son of Sir William, son of John le Scot, of Brabowrne,
Clo. Kent, son of Sir William Baliol le Scot, youngest bro-
ther of John Baliol, King of Scotland; he died cirra 1313,
and is buried at the Monastery of the Whitefviars, in
Canterbury, being the son of John le Baliol, Lord of
Bornard Cagtle, and founder of Baliol College, Oxford,
who died 1269, by Devorgilda hig wife Countess of
Huntingdon, and Lady of Fotheringhay Castle, foundress
also of the Abbey of Dolce Cor, where she was interrved
in 1288, together with the heart of her husband. The
Lady Devorgilda was heiress of the Crown of Scotland,
through her mother, Margaret, who was the divect
descendant of the Kings of Scotland and Saxon Kings
of Kngland., It must, however, be observed that these
Yeotts who were of Cosford and Tong Norton were
not the eldest branch of the family, which was seated
at Shrewsbury, and which has previously been
noticed as representing through marriage the very ancient
family of Waring. We must now turn our attention
to the other moiety of Ruckley, concerning which
changes also were shortly made, for on October 1st,
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1656, Sir Humphrey Briggs, of Haughton, Kt., and
Bart., pave to John Smith for the sum of £90 the
moiety or half of Ruckley Grange, all which premises
were given to Sir Humphrey for 500 years from the
date Novr, 6th, 1654, by Thomas Grey, Anne, his wife,
and Walter Grey, of Hatton Crange, to be held by
the said John Smith, during the remainder of the 500
years, Le., until Novr. 6th, 2154, and that he shall have
all the rents, &c., during that term of years after the
expiration of the interest in the estate now claimed by
the executors of Frances Forster, deceased, who died
Decr., 17th, 1652. On the 2nd of October, 1656, John
Smith granted all his intevest in the said Grange to
his brothers Thomas and William Smith, Sir Humphrey
Briggs was acting ag trustee of Walter Grey, when
he granted the above lease. He was connected with
the Grey family through the marriage of his son, Siv
Morton Briggs, with Grisagona, the daughter of Edward
Grey, of Buildwas, by Grisagona, daughter of John
Giffard, of Chillington, and grand-daughter of Edward
Grey, the last Lord Powis, He was also connected
with the Forster family, through his wife Anne, the
daughter and co-heir of Robert Morton, whose sigter
Blizabeth married George Forster, great grandson of
John Forster, of Evelith. Sir Humphrey Briggs was
the son of Oliver Briggs, of Ernestree, by Ann, daugh-
ter of Humphrey Coningsby, of Neen Sollers, son of
Brian Briggs, by Cecilia, dr, and h. of Oliver Gilpin,
of Westmoreland, son of Simon Briges, son of Thomas,
son of Stmon, son of John, son of Edmund, son of John
Briggs, Lord of Sall. They are represemted in one
branch by the family of Brooke, of Haughton, near
Shiffnal. Walter Grey is ‘called the son of Thomas
Grey, of Hatton Grange, and is (probably erroneously)
said to be of Emnville or Enfield ; his mother’s name was
“Anne, and he himself, is said to have married Dorothy
(probably Briggs). Thomas Grey was one of the sons
of Hdward Grey, of Buildwas, and may have named his
son Walter after his brother, but there is evidently a
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confusion between this family of Grey and the Greys
of Enville, which are an entirely distinet family, The
Greys, Lords Powis, were a Northumbrian family, and
bore as arms, gules a lion rampant within a bordure
engrailed argent. The Greys of Enville, were the
descendants of Reginald, 2nd Baron Grey de Ruthyn
(a descendant, of John de Crroy), by his wife the Honble,
Joan Astley, daughter and heir of William Lord Astley.
Robert Grey, the third son of the above Reginald Ld.
Grey, married Ileanor, the daughter and heir of
Humplrey Lowe of Enville, and thus brought that
property into his family, where it, continued until it was
purchased from them by their cousin Henry Lord Grey,
of Groby, father of Henry, 1st Earl of Staniford, and
Ambrose Grey, whose daughter Mary married Sir
Walter Wrottesley, of Wrottesley. = The Greys of
Enville, now represented by Lord Stamford, bear Barry
of 6 argent and azmwe, By a Deed dated Qctober
6th, 1650, Walter Grey, for the sum of £120, to be
paid at once, and £90 which had been previously paid
to Sir Humphrey Briggs by his appointment, enfeoffs
John Smith, yeoman, in his moiety of Ruckley Grange
for ever, and promises that he and Dorothy Grey, bis
wife, will duly deliver the said premises to John Smith,
It will be remembered that Sir Robert Vernon had
+ sold hig part to Francis Forster, for the sum of £100,
and thus it is evident that about the year 1640, the
whole estate, consisting of Ruckley Crange and Ruck-
ley Wood, was sold for the sum of £310; the possessor
of Ruckley Chrange, being Francis Forster, gentleman,
and that of Ruckley Wood, being John Smith, yeoman,
In the same year in which he acquired his new property
John Smith gave Walter Grey a lease of 98 years, on
a messuage called the Hole or Heath House and Cosford
Leasows (i.e. the portion of Ruckley Wood which
adjoins Cosford, now called Fell Bank), the rent to he
£10 per annum so long as the interest of the assigns of
Francis Forster, in Ruckley shall continue, and after
that at a peppercorn rent, Thero were evidently
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cross interests in the two moieties of the Ruckley pro-
perty, of which more is evident hereafter, but in order
to preserve the sequence of events we must here returm
to Mary, the daughter of Thomas Scott, who had mar-
sied 1st Francis Fovster, of Ruckley Grange, but had
by him no issue ; she married subsequently, Sir William
Glascock, of Hertfordshive. Basil Forster, her first hus-
band’s brother, hadmarried a wife whose Christian name
was Frances, and had by her a son Francis Forgter
of London, named after his uncle. This Francis Forster
(the nephew) sold his property in Ruckley Grange, on
June 26th, 1657, to hig aunt Mary Forster, of Wormley,
Co. Herts, relict of Francis Forster, of Sutton Maddoc,
for the sum of £60 paid, and £140 secured ; the whole
affair was concluded upon the same day, the receipt for
the £60 and seeurity for £140 bearing that date. It
is evident that the value of the property was increasing,
gince this is double the sum paid to Sir Robert Vernon
for it. But the troubles arising from the disputed state
of Lord Powig's Estates were not yet over, for about
this time Walter Grey as complainant ingtituted a suit
in Chancery against Mary Forster, widow, defendant,
pressing her to produce a title to Ler Hstate of Ruckley
Grange. This suit has been supposed to have been
instituted in favour of John Smith, to whom Walter
Grey had sold his moiety of Ruckley, but who found
his claims met by the counter claim of Mary Forster,
the widow, who declared her rights to include the fee
simple of one part of the estate, and a term of years
on the other part. We next find a tripartite Deed dated
July 26th, 1659, between firstly John Smith, of Ruck-
ley Grange, yeoman, secondly William Salter of Tong
Norton, gentleman, and Edward Jobber, of Woodhouses,
gentleman, and thirdly Thomas Smith, of the Hem,
yeoman, by which John Smith, for the sum of £210
paid by Thomas Smith, grants half of Ruckley Grange
to William Salter and Edward Jobber, firstly to the use
of John Smith and Mary his wife, or the survivor of
them, at £10 per annum. Secondly after the decease
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of John and Mary Smith, or in default of payment for
20 days to William Salter and Edward J obber, to the
wse of the said Thomas Smith and Anne, his wife, and
their heirs. The contending claims between the owners of
the two moieties make it necessary again to refer to the
other part. Mary Forster, the widow, had married as
her second husband, Sir William Glascock, of 'Wormley,
in Hertfordshire, and by a deed of April 4th, 1664,
devised all her interest in the Ruckley property to
Henry Dunster, of London, Esq., John Easby, of Lon-
don, merchant, and John Bruere, of Wormley, Herts,
gentleman, in trust for her husband after her death,
She died before him, on March 31st, 1670, when the
Trustees conveyed the property to Sir William, by a
deed bearing date May 5th, of the same year, and
therein is & declaration that her rights in the Ruckley
Fstates are—the fee simple of one moiety and a term
of years on the other moiety; these rights, therefore,
passed to Sir Willam Glascock, On the 12th of
November, 1671, some further trouble seems to have
fallen to the lot of John Smith, of Ruckley Wood, for
a Latin deed is still extant by which John Smith, and
William Smith, ‘ quer’ (sic) agree to give Walter Grey,
armiger, and Richard Basnett and Margaret his wife,
the sum of £100 for full and quiet possession for them-
selves, and their heirs in perpetuum. This would seem
rather unjust to the Smiths, if it referred in any way to
the fee gimple which they had already purchased, but
it may have had reference to some other interest which
had been created in John Smith’s estate as that by the
deed of Qctober 14th, 1656, However, they seem at
length to have had a better prospect of peace, for on
December 12th, 16783, Siv William Glascock, and Anne
Smith of the Hem, let Ruckley to John Smith,
of Ruckley, yeoman, for the space of 14 years,
at the rent of £20 per annum, reserving timber,
&c., of which £10 was to be paid to Sir William
and £10 to Anne Smith, widow. A note on the agree-
ment says that until ¢ June 10th, 1679, (which evidently
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refers to Henry Vernon’s lease of 1599, for 80 years),
Smith is to pay all his rent to me W, G." There were
nwmerous claims upon the Ruckley Wood property (the
portion of land held by John Smith). The original John
Smith, named in the deed of July 26th, 1659, and also
his wife Mary, were dead. Thomas Smith, who is men-
tioned therein, was also dead, so that the fee simple
vested in his widow, Ann Smith; but Sivr William
GHascock had derived from his late wife certain interest
in the property during a term of years, and hence we
find him uniting with Anne Smith to grant the above
lease. Land had rapidly risen in value, since an estate,
which in 1521 was let for ten shillings was worth so
much higher a price rather move than a century later,
that the half of 1t produced a rental of £20 per annum,
It ig also curious to ohserve the fate of the two moieties
of the Ruckley property, one of which was transmitted
through the hands of gentlemen while the other became
the property of yeomen, and this may account for the
fact of the former receiving the name of the whole
estate, and bheing in after times the seat of the owner’s
residence, while Ruckley Wood sank in importance, and
became a dependent farm., Bir William Glascock, at
his death, bequeathed the property given him by his
wife to their son, William Glascock, of Barten Mills, Co.
Suffolk, who married a wife also named Mary., This
latter William Glascock 13 called esquive, and bore
ag his arms ermine, a chevron between 8 (crescents ?)
Crest, a stag’s head, There can be little doubt but
that these arms should he, ermine, a chevron between
8 cocks, azure. The Glascocks were an Essex family,
and their pedigree is traced to John Glascock, who was
living in the 88th year of Edward III. On the 27th
Novr,, 1691, William Glascock, of Barton Mills, sold to
Goldsmith Mills, Proctor of Doctors Commons, for the
sum of 10 shillings, his moiety of Ruckley Grange, to
be held for one year, and next day (Nove. 28th) he
gells 1t for ever for the sum £200, and enters into a
bond of £40 to perform the above contract, and also gives
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a receipt for £100, having received security for the othep
£100. Thus the Ruckley estate hecame entirely estranged
from the Forster family and its connections, after they had
held it for about 200 years, and their only interest ve-
maining in the neighbourhood wag what they possessed
n Ruckley Wood, This, however, did not long continue,
for John Smith had alveady sold the fee simple of that
farm to Roger Roden, and en February 9th, 1692,
there is an agreement of gale of certain lands between
Roger Roden, plaintiff, and Goldsmit] Mills, gent., and
Francis Forster, gent., for which acknowledgment,
Roden pays £100.” These lands are marked on the
Duke of Kingston’s MAp as acres 142 8 24, being
the Ruckley Wood Farm, and thus it is to be presumed
Roden became quietly possessed of Ruckley Wood,
having hought up all the Forster interest’ in that
property. Before quitting thig name, which has been
so long before us, it may be allowable to mention some
members who are distinguished, in both branches of the
family, for the Forsters of Evelith and those of Ruckley
arve evidently of the same family, though the connection
betweer. them is not known, ~ Tsahel Forster, of Tong,
daughter of Thomas Forster was 80 handsome and
engaging ag to captivate Edward, 12¢h Baron Stafford,
and it is she of whom Rowland White peevishly writeg
to Sir Robert Sidney, ‘My lord Stafford’s son ig basely
married to his mother’s chambermaid,’ Though the
Forster family was not o lustrious ag the great
House of Stafford, still it was of no mean antiguity and
wag of good standing in its own county as its con-
nections prove. It is true that her immediate fore-
fathers may have been poor, and indeed her grandfather,
Robert Forster, of Tong (Evelith), is called a yeoman,’
yot he married the daughter of William Barker, of
Coulshurst, what we now call a good family, and her
uncle, Robert Forster, marvied J. oane, daughter of
Hdward Mitton, of Weston, who was undoubtedly of a
good family, Another member of this family hag been
written down by a more illustrious person than Rowland



248 4OME ACCOUNT OF THE

White, being none other than Anthony Forster, of
Ctumnor Hall, in Rerkshire, whose name Sir Walter
Scobt has introduced into his tale of Kenilworth, He
was the son of Richard Forster, of Evelith, by Mary
Groseley, and grandson of John Forster, of Evelith, by
Taabel Kyffin, of Abertanat.  Anthony Forster would
appear to have been a second som, his elder brother
being Thomas Forster, who by Frances Giffard, hig wife,
had a gon George, who marmed Flizabeth, daughter of
Richard Morton by his wife Cecilia, danghter of William
Charlton. This Hlizabeth had a brother, Robert, who
by Jocosa, daughter of Thomas Lee, of Langley, had
tiwo co-heivesses, Anne, wife of Humphrey Briggs (vide
gupra), and Jane, wife of Thomas Clorbet,  She had
also o sister, Margaret Morton, wife of Roger Fowke
of Clunstone, whose daughter Joan married Roger
Fowke, of Brewood, the grandfather of Ferrers Fowke,
who maried Frances, daughter of Sir Morton Briggs,
by Grisagona, daughter of Bdward Grey, of Buildwas.
Anthony Forster probably became connected with Ox-
fordshive (on the borders of which county Cumnor is
situated) through his wife, Anne, niece of Lord Wil-
liams, of Thame, by whom he had three sons, J ohn,
Robert, and Henry. His connection with Leicester, and
the fact of lis possessing the house wherein the un-
happy Amy, Countess of Leicester, passed some years
of her life, suggested the idea of introducing his name,
though with a fotitious character, into the romance. It
is singular that Amy Tobsart’s mother was Elizabeth,
daughter of HEdward Scott, of the Mote, Iden, son of
Sip William Seott of Scot’s Hall, by Sybilla Lewlknor.
There is also the tomb of one of this family under an
rch on the North Side of the Chancel of Shiffnal
Church, with the arms, quarterly per fess indented
sable and argent in the fivst and fourth quarters, a pheon
point dovnwards, second and third a hunting horn
stringed, all comnterchanged. He is lying on an altar
tomb, in the sacred vestments, above which is the in-
seription :— Here lieth the body of Thomas Forster,



RUCKLEY GRANGE RSTA'TE, 249

sometime Prior of Wombridge, Warden of Tongue,
and Vicar of Idsall, 1526.” Frvancis Forster went
up to London after selling his interest in Ruckley
to his aunt, and his third brother Edmund is stated
to have been one of the City Captains in 1633,
and to have married Elizabeth, eldest daughter of
Marmaduke Rawdon, another of the City Captains.
It will be remembered that Roger Roden had made
himself entire master of Ruckley Wood, having pur-
chaged up everybody’s interests therein, but in order
to do this money had to be borrowed, consequently
William Roden (whose interest appears to have been
identical with that of Roger Roden) gave a deed of
mortgage on the Ruckley Wood property for the sum
of £200 to John Smith of the Hem. The deed is dated
Nov. 25th, 1718, and recites that the estate was to be
held at a peppercorn rent for 200 years, unless the sum -
borrowed were returned before Nov. 256th, 1719. The
above William Roden, together with John Roden, were
executors of Roger Roden’s will, and we find them con-
stantly acting together in matters connected with
Ruckley Wood. William Roden gave a note of hand for
£3 128, 9d to My, Humphrey Pitt on Oct, 80th, 1731,
the receipt for which was given by My, Pitt, on Nov.
11th, 1746, probably by Roden’s executors, for his will
is dated July 1st, 1735, This was a long time to take
for the payment of so small a sum, and we arve not sur-
prisec. to find that the Ruckley Wood Kstate was at
this time purchased from Roden, by the Duke of King-
ston, and so reunited to its parent estate of Tong, The
family of the Rodens, who were yeomen, had members
living in the neighbowrhood of their former property,
the Ruckley Wood Farm, as late as 1860, when one of
them was tenant of the Neachley Farm, which borders
upon it. It may be remembered that we left Tong in
the possession of Sir Richard Vernon, the son and heir
of Sir Henry Vernonand Lady Anne, daughter of John,
second Harl of Shrewsbury, and its history from that
time until it came into the hands of the Duke of Kings-



250 SOME ACCOUNT OF THE

ton is as follows : Sir Richard Vernon had issue by
his wife, Margaret, daughter of Sir Robert Dymoke,
of Serivelsby, co. Lincoln, Sir Gieorge Vernon, of Had-
don and Tong, who lved in great magnificence, and
mayried Maud, daughter of S Ralph Longford, by
whom he had issue” two daughters and co-heiresses,
Margaret and Dorothy, the latter so well known for
her escapade with Sir John Manners, whom she mai-
vied, and to whose family she carvied the Haddon Hall
property. Margaret Vernon, the heivess of Tong,
married Sir Thomas Stanley, second son of Edward,
third Farl of Derby ; he was reported by the Puritans
to be ““a great and notable papist,” but now les quietly
“in Tong Church, where is a very fine monument to him-
self and his lady, formerly placed in the chancel, but
afterwards removed, by Mr. Durant, to the Kast end
of the South aisle. Sir Thomas Stanley died Dec. 18th,
1576, They left issue Henry, who died young, and Sir
Edward, who succeeded to the estates in Shropshire,
and also to that of Eynsham, in Oxfordshire. He mar-
vied Lady Lucy Perey, danghter and co-heir of Thomas,
seventh Rarl of Northumberland, and by her had
soveral daughters, of whom Frances married John
Fortescue, of Seldon, co, Bucks, and Venetia
matried Sir Kenelm Dighy, of Drystoke, Rutland,
but, before his death, he sold Tong Castle (cirea
1610) to Sir Thomas Harries, an eminent lawyer
of Queen Elizabeth’s time, son of John Harries, of
Cruckton, co. Salop, which estate was in the family two
centuries ecarlier, and still continues in their line.
There are two families of Harvies, of some distinction,
in Shropshire, not at all related to each other, but
much connected ; one ig the ancient family of which
Sir Thomas, of Tong, was a member, and which bears
ay arms: Barry of 8 ermine and azure, over all 3
annulets 0. This Sir Thomas was created a Baronet
in 1623. The other family, however, which bears
or 8 hedgehogs, 2 and 1 azure, had also a Sir Thomas
Harries, who was created a Baronet in 1622, and was
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also a lawyer. The two families owned Property in
the same parishes, and seom to  have heen ogea.
sionally exeeutors of each other'y wills ; they became
indeed subsequently connected by marriage ‘with the
same families, so that there 1ig constderable danger
of confusion between the two,  Sir Thomag Harrieg,
of Tong Castle, and Dame Ellinor, hig wife, had
two daughters and co-heivesses, the elder of whom,
Ann, married Johy Wilde of Droitwich, (l, Wor-
cester, and died aftey the birth of hep first child,
May 6th, 1624, being then in hey sixteenth year: she
was buried in Tong Church, where there ig g monument
to her. Elizabeth, her sister, and fimally sole heiress of
her father, succeeded to the Tong Mstate about 1640,
having married the Houble, William Pierpont (second gon
of Robert, first Fay] of Kingston), who was Sheriff of
Shropshire in 1638, His armg ape argent semée of
cinquefoils gu., o lion rampt. sable.  William Pierpoint’s
brothey George married Mary, daughter of Isaac Jones,
Esq., of Berwick Park, near Shrewsbury, whose sister
Sara, married Sip Thomas Harries, of Boreatton, and

illiam’s aunt, Ghrace Pierpont, married Siy Greorge
Manners, of Haddon, thus making a sort of connecting
link between the Vernong (Dorothy Vernon being
mother of Sip George) and the Pierponts. The firgt
Earl of Kingston had been g zealous royalist, and lost,
his life in the service of Charles L., bit his son William
wag more inclined to the principles of the Parliamenta-
rians, and there are several notices of hig having troops
at Tong. The north side of the church bears traces of
the small cannong of that period, Probably owing to 4
fow stray shots from g passing troop, Indeed, parties
were much divided in thig Part of the country at 4hag
time, Tong being in the handg of 4 Parliament man, while
in the neighbourhood were the Royalist Giffards, and
the Humphrestons, whose old moated Hall in the
neighbouring parish was nearly destroyed between
the contending partieg, though a My, Waring settled
himself there, having expelled the old family, and
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became Sheriff of Shropshire. Tong Castle itgelf does
not seem to have custained any very great injury, and
‘William Pierpont was a very moderate man, apparently
no great enemy to either side. By Elizabeth Harries
he had a large family, of whom Clervage Plerpont, a
younger son, was created Baron Pierpont, of Hanslop,
 0d took much interest in Tong. He gavea large and
valuable library to the chureh there, for the use of the
Curates, who were then Chaplains ab Tong Castle.
His only daughter, who died September 1st, 1697, in
the eleventh year of her age, Was buried in the church,
and he himself was also placed in & vault there, upon
his death, which took place on May 22nd, 1715, in his
sixty-sixth year. The eldest son of William Pierpont,
Robert, married Tlizabeth, the daughter and co-heiress
of Sir John Evelyn, bub died during the lifetime of his
father, leaving Robert Lis eldest son, who gucceeded his
great uncle, a8 third Eaxl of Kingston, but dying in 1682,
onmarried, his honours passed 1o his brother William
fourth Farl, who also disd unmarried n 1690, when
his youngest brother, Evelyn Pierpont, succeeded as
fifth Barl, and was cveated Duke of Kingston, by Queen
Anne in 1715, It was he who purchased the Ruckley
‘Wood property romn William Roden, and reunited it
to the Tong Hstate after a separation of about H80 years,
and there for the time we must leave it and return to
the other moiety of the property. Ruckley Grango,
which was at the time we last spoke of it n the hands
of Goldsmith Mills, next became the possession of a
farily named Wightwick, which is of very ancient date
on the borders of Shropshire ond Staffordshive. Alex-
andor Wightwick, of this family, was great grandson

of Johm Wightwick, uncle of Richard, co-founder of

Pembroke College, Oxford. The daughter of Alexander
Wightwick married Edward Jorden, and had issue,
Edward Jorden, who married the daughter and heiress
of John Wyke of Prior's Lee, near Shiffnal, by whom
Lie was father of another Tidward Jorden, of Prior’s Lee,
who was Sheniff of Skoopshire in 1720, At his death



RUCKLEY GRANGE ESTATE, 253

he left a daughter and hejress Sarah, who carried that,
estate by marriage to Humphrey Pitt, the original
Possessor of the old Ballads whicl, now bear the name
of Percy's Beliques of Ancient Bnglish Poetry, from
the clergyman who arranged and edited them, This

connected with the Ruckley property, and accounts
for William Roden’s note of hand to him, On Dec, 9th,
1802, a lease for 0 years was given by Sarah Wight-
wick to Thomag Wightwick, at the rental of £105 per
annum, and his name oceurg in deeds of 1803, 1804,
1805, and 1810, On November: 231d, 1805, George
Durant, of Tong Castle, gave a lease of the small
tithos of Ruckley to Anthony Titley, of Seighford, (o,
Stafford, and upon the same day +we find Thomag
Wightwick making arrangments by which Titley had
power to erect some flood gates. Titley's lease wag to
last for 91 years, from March 25th, 1805, at a rental
of £18 per’annum. Apnd How we must take leave of
old Ruclkley Grange, which stood upon part of the
same ground as the present house, but faced the south,
The farm yard which was attached to it is now ceey.
pied by part of the walled gardens, and indeed part of
the wall on the south-east side seems to be identical
with that of the old farm yard, Mg, Wightwick, g

in 1860, On June 19th, 1810, Thomag Wightwick
sold Ruckley to Moreton A, Slaney, a gentleman
remembored in the neighbourhood ag the last who
wore a pig tail. The old house of Ruckley received
many improvements, and wag fitted up as s, gentleman’y
residence, to receive the 1w owner and hig wifs, Mary
daughter of Richard Prince Corbet, by Mary, daughter
of John Wickstead, of Wem, The Slaneys arve tyad;-
tionally said to have come from Bohemis, Their seat,
however, hefore coming into Shropshire was at Mytton
in the neighbouring County of ‘Stafford, where they
resided for several generations. Robert Slaney, in 1673,
VOL. 11, U
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married Anne, daughtey of Thomas Moreton, of Brocton
Crange, son of Richard Moreton, whose eldex brother
Robert had, as previously mentioned, two daughters
and co-heirs, Anne, wife of Humphrey Bitggs, through
whom he got Haughton, and Jane, who in 1588 married
Thomas Corbet of Longnor, Robett Slaney had two
gong; the elder, Robert, had a daughter and heir who
married William Mackworth Praed, but died without
issue. - The younger son, Moreton Slaney, married the
daughter and heir of John Aglionby, of Knoll, in War-
wickshive, and had issue by her, Robert Aglionby,
Moreton and Elizabeth, wife of John Wallhouse, of
Hatherton, Co., Stafford. The eldest son, Robert
Aglionby Slaney, married Trances Teresa, daughter of
William Plowden, of Plowden, by Mary, daughter of
John Stonor, of Stonor, and had issue, Plowden Slaney,
of Hatton Grange, and Richard, of Shiffnal, whose son
Moreton Aglionby Slaney, is the gentleman mentioned
above ag purchaser of Ruckley, who married Mary
Corbet, by whom he had an only child, Mary, wife of
John Somerset Packington, of Wastwood, Co. Wor-
cester. Plowden Slaney married Martha, a daughter
and co-heir of Humphrey Pitt, of Prior’s Lee, by whom
he was father of Robert Slaney, the father of Robevt
Aglionby Slaney, and William Henry Slaney, of Hatton.
It will thus be seen that the Slaney family were
connected with Ruckley, not only through the More-
tons but also through the families of Wightwick,
Jorden, and Pitt. On December 1st, 1810, there is an
agreement between Robert Slaney and Moreton
Aglionby Slaney for making floodgates, stank, and weir
in Far Moor and New Moor, and. this is the beginning
of the large sheet of water at Ruckley, Moreton Slaney
laid out money upon the estate with a more lavish than
prudent hand, and his affairs becoming embarrassed
the estate was sold on March 25th, 1818, and purchased
by Thomas Bishton, on behalf apparently of J ohn
Bishton, who was born in 1802, and was hence quite
s boy at the time of the sale, but he subsequently lived
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here, and made Ruckley the heautiful place it is ab the
present day. The Bishtons had held Jand in Donning-
ton,the neighbouring parish, for three centuries, and were
descendants of the ancient Cheshive family of Beeston,
of Beeston Castle. Their arms ave argent, a bend between
Gix bees suble. Joln Bishton, of Bucldey,'elﬂm*ged the
cheet of water in the valley below the house and
planted the woods which now adorn the estate ; he also
built nearly a new house, only reserving & portion of
old Ruckley Grange, for the kitchen and scullery of his
new mansion, which had its principal fronts to the
North and the West. The new housewas built about 1820,
A1l the farm buildings of the old Grange giving way to
gragsy lawns and pleasure grounds, Traces of former
buildings were found in 1865, when & mound of earth
on the west side of the house was cleared away. Itis
ovident that though Mr. Bishton thus formed the
nucleus of a lovely gpot fature days, and a memorial
of his excellent taste, yet the sums of money expended
upon the place were large, and the rettums VeLy small
in comparison. He congequently found himself Jike his
predecessor involved in difficulties, and having sold the
Ruckley Grange state, emigrated with his family to
Van Dieman’s Land. Ruckley now became the pro-
perty of the Rev. Ralph Harvey 1.ecke, sometime Rec-
tor of Longford. 'This md and amiable gentleman,
was the brother of Thomas Leeke, of Tongford Hall,
and. son of Ralph T.eeke of the same place
(which he had purchased in 1786 from the Harl
of Shrewsbwy), by Honoria Frances, his wife,
daughter of the Rev. Cleorge Augustus Thursby, Rector
of Abington, and Vicar of Perm.  Records of the Leeke
family appear as early as 1324, and the line is regularly
Jeduced down to the time of Thomas Leeke, of Well-
ington, a lawyer, who went out to Tndia, under the
auspices of his relative, the Governor of (Calcutta, where
he amassed a large fortune, and upon his return pur-
chased  Longford as previously rolated, from Lord
Shrewsbury, to whose forefather it had descended upon
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the death of the last of the Talbots, of Longford,
in 1743, Mr. Leeke had delicate health and
Lived & somewhat vetived Hfe witl his sister at
Ruckley, taking an intevest in the beautiful Parigh
Church of Tong, to which he presented some handsome
service books. He died at Ruckley about 1849, when
the estate was again sold, and purchased by George
Jones, of Shackerley Hall, in the Parish of Donnington,
who was the descendant, and upon the death of John
Jones, of Chilton, in 1816, the representative, of 5 family
seated for many generations in the Parish of Atcham,
He was the son of John J ones, of Broseley, by Anne
Adams, his wifs, and grandson of William Jones, whose
father-in-law, Mr, Kyifin, of Oswestry, wag an agent for
Lord Bridgewater. Mr. 4 ones, in the early part of the
present century, purchased estates i the parish of
Domiington, and itg neighbourhood. The greater por-
tion of his property and wealth he left to his only son,
but the Donnington estates he entailed upon his des-
cendants, giving his son only a life interest in them. By
his wife Catherine, born 177 5, danghter of Daniel Turner-
of the Brownhills and lis wife Sarah, daughter of
William Hanbury, of Norton Caines, whose wife was
grand-daughter of Ferrers Fowke, of Little Wiyrley,
Mr. Jones had issue, besides two daughters, Theodosia
and Eleanor, an only son, Jobn Jones, of Ruckley
Grange. George Jones purchased the Ruckley Grange
Estate for about £15,000, and upon the sale of the Tong
Estate by George Durant in 1855, thongh nnsuccessfual
in securing the bulk of that property, he bought the
Ruckley Wood Farm, which was sold separately, for
about £4,000, and thus these two portions of the
Ruckley Estate were conjoined, which had formed dig-
tinet properties since the time of the Abbots of Build-
was. [t will be remembered that the Ruckley Wood
Farm had been sold by Roden tothe 1st Duke of Kings-
ton, and so was united to the Tong Estate. The
Duke marvied twice; by his second wife, Isabella, daugh-
ter of William, Kaxl of Portland, he had issue, Anne,
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who died unmarried, and Clarolina, wife of Thomas
Brand ; by his fivst wife, Mary, daughter of William
Farl of Denbigh, he had issue, Mary, wife of TEdward
Wortley Montague, Frances, wife of John, Tarl of Mar,
Evelyn, wife of John, Lord Gower, and a son Wilham,
who died during the lifetime of his father, but by his
wife Rachael left a som, Hvelyn, who gucceeded his
grandfather as second Duke of Kingston, and a daugh-
tor Frances, who married Sydney, son of Sir Philip
Meadows, and ancestor of the Faxl of Manvers. Hvelyn,
the second and last Duke of Kingston, was famous, not
only for the extravagance of his own character, but also
as being the husband of the unfortumate lady who was
tried for bigumy, she having married the Duke during
the life of her first hushand, Captain  Harvey, who
afterwards became Harl of Bristol, His Grace seems
not to have lived much at Tong Castle, which was let
at one time to the Hon, Henry Willoughby, youngest
son of Lord Middleton, who died here in 1734, and was
buried in Tong Church. There was in the dining room
of Tong Chastle, in the time of the lagt Mr. Durant, @
magnificent suite of carved cbony furniture, which had
belonged to the Duke of Kingston, and also what then
were uged as two side tables, but were said to have
originally formed the cover of a large gilver punch bowl,
which had belonged to the Duke. Besides Tong, and
the Nottinghamshive estates, he possessed others at
Bradford, in Wiltshire, where there is on the banks of
the viver Avon a house of his, & singularly beautiful
specimen of Flizabethan architecture, and admirably
vestored by its present owner. Tvelyn, second and last
Duke of Kingston, who had succeeded his grandfather
in 1726, died without issue in 1773, when his sister
became sole heir of what was left of his great possessions.
He had sold the Tong Estate in 1762 to Greorge Durant ;
but, before speaking of this family it may be interesting
to revert to some facts connected with the Church and
Tithes of Tong. Gervais Lord Plerpont granted an
annuity of £30 out of the Manor of Tong, on trust for
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the use of the Minister of Tong, so long as he was unable
to enjoy the small tithes of the parish, He had also
the privilege of holding a certain chamber in Tong
Castle, with its furniture and presses of books, and also
stabling in the Castle stables, for one horse, with pasture
for it in the Park. In order to ensure the performance
of these grants Lord Pierpont gave the trustees three
other annuities of £5, forty shillings, and forty ehillings,
issuing out of the said Manor, Castle, and premises, to
be respectively forfeited and to continue payable so
long as the Minister should not enjoy the aforesaid
chamber, stabling, and pasture. By an Indenture of
August 11th, 1725, it is vecited that the premises had
descended to Evelyn, Duke of Kingston, upon the
death of Gervais Lord Pierpont, and that the Castle
had been for a long time uninhabited, and the Park
disparked and enclosed, and that the said Duke at hig
own charge had built with brick a strong, handsome,
and convenient houge in Tong with a room for a library
and stable, &c., for the habitation of the Minister, and
had delivered the books to him and hig successors, so
that the covenants made by Lord Pierpont were no
longer necessary, and the anmuities granted to enforce
them should be repealed, and that the common fields
of Tong having been enclosed and converted into pasture,
the revenue of tithes granted to the Minister had been
reduced fo £12 per annum, but that the Duke was
willing, on condition that the said small tithes should
be vested in himself and heirs, to be discharged from
the trust, that the said annuity of £80 should be abso-
lutely and indefeasibly setiled and assured to the said
Minister and his successors for ever, which together
with the annuities of £30, £14, and £6, make altogether
£80 per annum. George Durant, who purchased the
Tong Hstate from the Duke of Kingston, was a military
man, and the son of a clergyman, Having been asked
when & young man, by the first Loxd Holland, to allow a
friend of his to succeed to a position which would have
come by rotation to My, Dwrant, Lord Holland never
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forgot his acquiescence, and subsequently obtained for
him a most lucrative post at the Havannah, where he
speedily amassed so large a fortune, that upon returning
to England, and looking out for some estate in the
neighbourhood where his family had been long seated,
he was able to make terms with the Duke of Kingston
for his property at Tong, of which he desired to dispose,
The Durant family was of Norman extraction, and the.
name appears among those of William the Conqueror’s
companions. They seem to have settled in the South
West of England, and we find Sir John Arundell mar-
ried Jane, daughter of Lupus, of Carantoch, and heir
of her mother, who was a daughter and heir of
Durant—sable, a fess indented and in chief three fleurs
de lis argent; and again, three generations later, Margaret,
daughter and co-heir of John Durant (she died January
1st, 26, Henry VIIL), marrvied James Erisey, of Corn-
wall, whose daughter Julian married John Arundell,
of Trerige. The branch of the family with which we are
concerned were settled in Worcestershire, and it is
related that one of them, who was Vicar of Barcheston,
Clo. Warwick, during the civil wars, was ejected from
his home during an inclement winter night, with his
wife and eleven childven, by some of Cromwell’s soldiers,
The Durants had been at Barcheston for some time,
since John Durant bought it in the eighth year of Henry
VI.,who was succeeded by Thomas Durant, in the time of
Edward IV., then William in the time of Henvy VIL,
whose son, Henry Durant sold the Manor to William
Willington, on September 14th, 28 Henry VIL In
the market place, at Worcester, is a curious half-timbered
house, bearing over its entrance the inseription “ Love
God {W.B. 1577, R.D.] Honor the King.” In this
houge Charles 11, is said to have stayed before the disas-
trous battle of Worcester, and here he retreated with
Tord Wilmot when all was Jost, but so closely pursued
by Colonel Corbet that he only just effected his escape
by the back door, as his enemy entered by the front.
The house was at that time the residence of Richard
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Duvant, to whom the second part of the Imseription
applies, the first part having reference to William
Berkeley, who built it at that date. The father of
George Durant, who purchased the Tong Hstate, was
Rector of Hagley, and the Lord Lyttleton, known by the
ghost tale attached to his memory, speaks somewhat
slightingly of the young man who was so happily patron-
ized by Lord Holland, but there had been some unplea-
santness arising out of Mr. Durant’s official duties, which
may account for the animus exhibited in Lord Liyttelton’s
words, Me returned to England, while still a young
man, and after acquiring the Tong Estate spent a large
sum in embellishing 1t; indeed it is said on good
authority that £100,000 was spent on the Castle, and
improvements on the estate, It was he who made the
place what we now behold it, though he never lived to
see the fruits of his outlay, dying at the early age of
48 years, There can be no doubt that judged from our
point of view, much of Mr. Durant’s work would be
condemned ; it must indeed be allowed that the present
_ Castle, imposing as it is, is very incorrect in detail, and
scarcely vecompenses us for the turrets, twisted chim-
neys, and mullioned windows of the old brick and stone
castellated mansion of Sir Henry Vernon, which is
enclosed within the present structure, and portions of
which are still visible. And again in the beautiful old
parish church, though there is a gain in the removal of
the Stanley Monument from the chancel to its present
position, near the Vernon Chapel, yet, to say the least,
the propriety of stripping Richard Vernon’s tomb of its
cavved alabaster work in order to ornament or make
the communion table, is very guestionable ; and when
we know that the vaults below were invaded, and the
dead removed from their places in order to make way
for the family place of sepulture of the Durants, 1t
becomes difficnlt to withhold strong censure.  The
first, (reorge Durant, of Tong Castle, married Miss
Beaufoy (whose family still live in Lambeth), and was
succeeded at his death, which is said to have resulted
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from his physiciang having mistaken his symptoms, by
hig gon, George Durant, then a minor, and it was during
this period that Mr. Plowden was tenant of the Istate,
Tong, like Holyrood, has its tragedies, and its oaken
floor like that of the northern Palace, 18 stained with
the deep and ineffaceable traces of human blood, though
the story has less of romantic interest than that of the
death of the ill-fated favowrite of the lovely Scottish
Queen. The incident, as related to the writer by his
fitend, the late Madame Durant, was as follows —Mr,
Plowden had a companion who had been hrought up
with him, been to the same college with him, and lived
with him at Tong Castle, One day Mr. Plowden wag
sitting in one of the reading rooms or studies which
adjoin the Library, and the windows of which look out
to the south across a pathto the flower gardens, and
then over the Castle Pool on to the lands and woods of
Neachley and Kilsall Hall. His friend who had been
out shooting came with loaded gun along the garden
walk and so must pass the windows of the study, when
presently a scuffle was heard, then a loud veport, and
the servants rushing into the reading room to ascertain
the cause, found the body of the unfortunate man stream-
ing with blood, lying Iifeless upon the floor while near
stood Mr. Plowden, who explained that he had attempted
to get through the window with his loaded gun, which
Lad exploded with fatal effect ; hence the dark stains

which at least a few years ago were still vigible on the -

floor of one of the reading rooms. The second George
Durant, of Tong Castle (who gave the lease of the
tithes of Ruckley Wood to Anthony Titley), married
Marianne, daughter of Francis Illd, of Seighford, Co.
Stafford, in 1779, by whom he had a numerous family,
but their life was not a happy one, and resulted in a
separation, after which Mr. Durant spent his time
principally upon the Continent, near Paris, where he
had a villa, over the gates of which were the family
Arms and Crest, the fleur-de-lis, Tn the revolution of
1830 the mob tore down these emblems, and broke

g
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them to piecos, at the same time plundering the villa
of its wines and its plate, and carvying off as a trophy
the state carriage. It was the fate of the builc{ing
itself to survive until the Franco-German war, when it
was blown up by the Prussiang, The fivst Mrs. Durant
died in 1829, and My, Durant subsequently married
Madlle, Celeste, daughter of Monsr. Ceesar Lefavre, of
Lorraine. 'This amiable, handsome, and accomplished
lady preferred their continental home, or their town
house in Kensington, to the country which had been
the scene of so much which wag painful, and conse-
quently they resided little at Tong Castle, which, how-
ever, was kept ready for their reception whenever they
might wish to visit it, though the fishing and shooting
of the estate had been let by Mr. Durant to his neigh-
bour and friend, John Jones, of Kilsall Hall, the only
son and heir of Mr. Jones, of Shackerley, who was devoted
to field sports. The grounds of Kilsall, adjoining those
of Tong Castle, with only a stream to separate them,
made this arrangement convenient. Mr, Durant had
by his second . wife seven children, and settled upon
their mother and them his property at Childwick Hall,
near St. Albans. His eldest son, George Stanton Hld
Durant, predeceased his father in 1831, but left an only
son named George, who succeeded to the Tong Lstate,
uponthe death.of hisgrandfather,on November29th, 1844,
and having no pleasant associations with the place, and
little mterest in it, he sold the Estate in two lots, the
chief competitors being the second Karl of Bradford, whose
Weston Hstate joined the Tong property, and Mr. Jones,
of Shackerley Hall, whose Fstate also adjoined that of
Tong, on two sides, and who desired it as a family seat.
The former was successful, and obtained Tong for about
£190,000, while the second lot, which, as before stated,
consisted of Ruckley Wood, became the property of Mr,
Jones. Many of the paintings, and most of the beauti-
ful inlaid cabinets which My. Duranthad taken an interest
in collecting at Tong Castle, remained in London for
some years until a large sum of the purchase money of
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the Tong Estate being lost in an unfortunate specula-
tion, and the George Durant, who sold the Tong Estate
dying without male issue, they were all disposed of to
various collectors, We have seen the Ruckley Hstate
again united in one owner by the purchase of Ruckley
Wood, in 1853, after a division of about three Centuries.
Gleorge Jones, of Shackerley Hall, lived a quiet and
retired life on his Donnington Hstates until his death,
which took place in March, 1857, employing his time
and wealth in works of charity, but lus only son, John
Jones, of Kilsall Hall, removed to Ruckley in 1851, and
upon succeeding to the estates at the death of his father
prepared to make that the future seat of the family,
with which intention he laid down much of the estate
in turf, altered the arrangement of the woods, and had
plans prepared for considerably extending the house,
building also a wall as a boundary, near the high voad,
where formerly there had been a dilapidated fence ; thus
he quite changed the character of the place. Being so
ardent a lover of field aports, he kept the coverts well
stocked with game for shooting, and foxes for hunting,
but like his predecessors his affairs became entangled,
and he lost large sums of money ; then numerous law-
suits engued, when Ruckley seemed to vacillate between
its former owners and a new one, George Jones, of
Shackerley Hall, having entailed his Donnington pro-
perty on his descendants, but left Ruckley with the
bulk of his wealth and other estates absolutely to his
son, Finally, however, it was ordered by the Court of
Chancery to be sold, and was purchased on July 28th,
1874, by T. E. Horton, of Prior’s Lee, near Shiffnal,
for the sum of £15,700, who also at a subsequent period
purchaged the Ruckley Wood Estate, and is the present
-possessor of the whole, There is a superstition in the
neighbourhood that the Ruckley Estate brings  ill luck,”
but the foregoing account shows that there was a con-
siderable connection between the several persons and
families owning the property, up to the present century,
and when it is considered that some of those who came
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in later times were not rich men, but expended the
bulle of their capital upon a property which afforded a
very low rate of interest, and further, laid out consider-
able sums in ornamental woods, sheets of water, and
buildings, it is not surpriging to any pradent man that
their affaivs became embarrassed ; such would probably
be the case under any circumstances, and such “ 1ll-luck ”
cannot be laid to the account of the Ruckley Estate in
particular. We may hope, therefore, that the future of
this property will prove the folly of the popular im-
presssion,

For the sake of reference and making the foregoing
account more perspicuous and intelligible, a few Pedi-
grees of the principal families mentioned are added.
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DIARY OF THE
MARCHES OF THE ROYAL ARMY

DURING THE GREAT CIVIL WAR
(30 FAR A8 RELATES TO SHROPSHIRE),

Kepr ny RICHARD SYMONDS, A CAPTAIN IN THE Roval, ARMY,
[ Published froim MS, in British Museum, by the Camden Sosiety,

1859, from whick book it s extracted).

1G45.—Colonel Michael Woodhouse governor of Ludlow,

(p. 168,

lSatur%lay May 17, 1645 —Tiz Majesty marched by Tong,
com. Salop, a faire ¢hurch, the windows much broken, and
yet divers ancient coates of armes remayne. [Vide for these
C. 35, £ 18, 39, ete., Coll Arm,] A fayre old castle neare
this church called Tong Castle, belonging to Pierpoint this
18 yeares ; it wag the antient seate of Stanley, who came to
it by marrying Vernon of the Peake at Haddon, Thence
thorough Newport,

Newport Church, com. Salop. (p. 170).

North window, north yle, these two, old, Az a cheyron
between 8 mullets or—org. a chevron gu. bet. 3 leopards’
faces sa. [Newport].

Fast window, thidem. Quarterly France and England—
Querterly France and England within a bordure arg.

East window, same yle—Quartexly 1, or. 3 roses gu. [Younge];
2, arg. 7 lozenges conjoined sa. 3. 8 & 1; 3.or. a pale nebuly
sable; 4 or, a fess gu. bet. 3 lions rampt, Younge's coate of
Keynton, within 2 myle off.

1 altar monument of alablaster, two statues of a man and
woman, An escocheon within an orle of martlets ; impaling
barry nebuly, on achief, & lion rampant, For Judge Salter,
1492.

Divers flat stones of common people,
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His Majesty lay at Mr. Pigott's at Chetwynd, one myle
beyond Newport. ~ The two troopes at Edgmonde.

In Edgmoend Church, com, Salop.

South window, chancel, very old —gu., a lton rarnpant or,
—or, fretty gu. North window, ibidem :—az. a stag’s head
caboshed arg—Checky or, and ae, [Warren] Mortimer,

(p-171).  Innorth window, north yle church, and yle belong-
ing to Mr, Young of Keynton, in" this parishe —Quarterly,
shield defaced, third quarter apparently, gu., 2 bars erm.
impaling, avg, a chevron between 3 martlets s, Quarterly 1,
“gone,” [Younge]; 2. 7 lozenges conjoined; 3, arg, a pale
nebuly sa.; 4. or, a fess bet. 8 Hons rampt, g,

In the upper south window of the ‘church, these two
coates and inseription at bottome of the window —az,
o cheyr, Dbet. 8 voses or,—quarterly, 1 and 4, sa, 6
martlets arg, 8. 2 and 1. Arundel; 2. Serope; 8. checky,
or. and sa, a_chief arg, gutiy de sang, Orate pro sta’tu
Johis Pigot de Chatwyn Arqui hene femestram . . , . .
an’o D'ni, 1501, :

This second coate is in 20 and 8% south window
church, with this miter, As also in the east window of
the church,

The same quarterly coats, surmounted by a mitre. [John
Arundel b’}). of Lichf, 1496, trangl, to Exeter,

Upon & large flat stone in the middle vle of the chureh, the
statues of a man and woman inlayed in brasse, two shields,
and this inseription —Quarterl » 1, Younge; 2, seven lozenges
conjoined, 8,8 and 1; 8, a pale nebuly; 4, a fess bet. 8 liong
rampt, ; impaling quarterly, T and 4, a fret [Eyton]; 2 and 3
two bars ermine, Quarterly, 1 and 4, a lion ramp®, debruised
by a bend; 2 and 8, ten roundles 4, 3, 2 and 1 ; impaling, 1
and 4, two bars; 2 and 3 checky.

Of your chmite ye shall pray for the sowle of Francis
Young, sometyme of Caynton, Es , son and heire of Sir
William Young, Knight, and dame argaret his wife, daughter
of Nich, Eyton, of Eyton, Esq., ob. 1533, &e.

My, Corbett is lorcfof this manor, 3004 per annum,

At Longford, the parish adjoining, snd neare New hort, the
Earle of Shrewsbury has a large “brick house and seate,
spoyld and abus?,

A garrison of the rebells, 1644, delivered up to Prince
Rupert.

%. 172). Gatrisons in com, Salop.
—Tong Castle; first the King had it ; then the rebells gott
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it; then Prince Rupert tooke ib and putt in a garrison, who
afterward burmt it when he drew them out to the battaile
of York.

K. —Longford Howse, the Earle of Shrewsbury; first the
rebells made a garrison 1644, and held it till Prince Rupert
tooke it at the same time he did Tong Castle. Colonel
Young is Governour. Young's Estate 300% per annum, his
wife o clothier's daughter,

K —TLindsill, three myle from Newport, & howse of Bir
Richard Leveson’s. (Lindsill Abbey) ~Sir_Richard L. made
it himself aboute hallowmas 1644, and still remaynes so pro
Rege, 160 men in it, (He lives in the lodge) Bostock
Governour obiit.

K.—High Avcall [Brcall]; a howse belonging to the Lord
Newport, made & gorrison about the same time that the former
was, made a garrison by my lord himselfe, 200 men in it.
Captain_Nicholas Armer is Governout.

R—Wemme, a towne Ppro Parl,; King, & chandler in
Chancery Lane, is Governou.

K. Cagtle, Sir Tenry Fred. Thinne owes it.

R —Morton Corbet Castle. Sir Vincent Corbett owes it.
Pro Rebells, 4 myles from Shrewsbury.

R Shrewsbury, betrayed to the vebells in winter 1644
. K —Bridgnorth Castle, Qir Tewis Kirke Governour: 300

oot

K .—Ludlowe towne and castle, Sir Michael Woodhouse.

K —Stoake Castle, Capt™ Danet commeands it under Wood-
howse. (Lost in June fo lowing.)

K —Shraydon [Shrawardine] Castle. An Irishman under
Qiy Wm Ball commands it.

K —Chirke Castle, Teift Colonel Watts, Governour,

R.—A howse within three myles of Bridgnorth.

(p. 173, 174). Chatwyn [Chetwynd] Church com: Salop.

Tast window chancel, this, very old: A malefigure, having
apparently wings depending from the ghoulders, holding in
the right hand a sword, and bearing on the left arm & shield,
charged with arg., & CI0SS flory sa. [Peshall]

Sa., & chevron bet, 3 crosses flory arg., © old.” [Chetwynd.]

Az, a chevron bet, 3 mullets or, “newer.”

Tpon the ground in the chancel, against the north wall, lies
o knight crosse-legged, with # shield on his left arme. They
call it the monument of ———— Chetwyn, ante Cong.

In the middle of the chancel a flat stone, thus:

An ancient cross, with floreated ataff, resting on a lion; on
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the right side of the oross is a circular shield bearing the coat
of Chetwynd,

Thig flowery cross is wrought handsomely and embosses
out,

Against the south wall of the chancel two monuments,
statues lying in armour about Henry 5 or 6 time, Alablaster,
very curlously wrought. Under their heads upon & helme,
forth of a wreath, a fox hend. He next the east nd oldest,
and a chayne about his neck. The other in a different
fashiond armor, and nchayne of collar of § and a roge at the end
hanging about his neck,” Two angells support at west end
these two shields: Quarterly, 1. Fimine, 3 fusils conjoined in
fess sable. [Pigott]; 2. as, & chevron or bet. 3 mullets or,
[Chetwynd]; 8. arg., & cross flory sa., on a canton gw. a lion’s
head erased arg. [Peshall]; 4. wert, two lions ram bant. or,
Quarterly, but arvanged perpendicularly, 1. Pigott, 2, Olltetwynd,
3. Peshall, 4. Vert, two liong rampent in fess oy ; with two
impalements, 1. arg, a lion rampt gu. within a bordure
engrailed s, bezanty [? Cornwall]; 2, Barry nebuly or and sq,
[B%ount].

In the parlour windowes of this pretty howse of Mr,
Pigott’s:

blenk shield quarterly, above which is written “former
quarterings.”

Pigott ; impaling, 2., a fess nebuly per foss arg, and sa., bet,
3 laure! leaves slipped, or [Leveson].

Or, a raven s, [Corbett]; impaling Pigott, “And many
more,”

(p. 175). Tuesday, May 20, 1645. His Majesty with his
army removed from Chatwyn through Drayton com, Salop,
and loy & myle farther, Earl of Tichfield &e, at Norton, at
a howse sometimes the habitation of Grogvenor, now
Cotton’s,

The King lay at Church his howse in Drayton parish,

Thﬁs Grosvenor built it [4.c, the house at N orton] temp,
Qu. Mary,

Az, aygal'b or, & crescent for difference [Grosvenor] “ This
garb is impaled often in this howse, lately. :

The elder howse of Grosvenor in this county is Bellaport in
the parish of Norton, com. Salop. ’

These are painted in a chamber window of this howse :

A large crucifix, before which kneel the effigies of & male
and female, The male is habited in armour, but without the
helmet, and wears a surcoai embroidered with his arms, viz,
a@rg., & crogs flory, sa. In the upper part of the surcoat there is
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a slight difference in the chaxrge, being per saltire and a cross
flory, counterchanged. Over his head is a talbot's head erased
o, for evest, Upon the lady’s mantle is this coat, «z. 3 water-
bougets or.

[in black letter] Thomas Grosvenar Fsq. and Margery his
wife, da: of John Cottes of Woodcott, Esq.

[This must be an_ervor. The male 18 a Peshall, and the
fomale coat is not that of Cotes, Thomas Grosvenor of
Bellaport masr? Isabella d. and coh. of Richard Peshall]

Wednesday the army rested, because Sir Marmaduke Lang-
dale, the Major-Generall, was sent the night befor with »
party of horse and foot to surprise Wemme, which then had
but 150 men in it, but coming too late, fayled.

Thursday May 22 Wee marched from Drayton to Stone in
eom, Stafford.

(p. 218). Thursday [1645 Aug. 7] to Taudlowe, In this march
he was accompanied by these horse: General Gerard’s. Higs
Tife-Guards 800, Sir  Maymaduke Langdale's—Sir Wm
Vaughan’s,

(p. 219). Friday 8 to Bridgnorth, a protty towne, one church
beside that in the castle. Sir Lewis Kivke is governour,

In the hall windowes of Imdlowe Castle:

Quarterly France and Ell?land’ o label of 3 points arg.;
impaling gu., & saltive arg. | eville.]

Arg., a fess bet, 4 banrulets gu. [Badlesmere.]

Oy, a fess gu.

(Blank)

[Azure], three barnacles extended in pale or, on a chief o7
a demi lion ramp® guw. “ Pembridge ” [an error—Genesnell].

Sunday to Lichfeild 24 myles.

Three garrisons of the enemies lately erected in com: Salop,
gince Shrewsbury was lost—R. Stoke Castle, R. Broncroft,
the howse of Mr. John Lutley in Dilbury parish. R. Benthall

(p. 244). 1645 Monday Sep. 29. Leaving Oswestree (8 gar-
yison of the rebells) on the left hand, to Tlandisilio and Llan-
drenio in com. Montgomery, where the army lay in the feild ;
some chief in some howses,

-Tuesday, from thence early at day breake, marched, leaving
Shrewsbury three myle on the left hand; that night late and
teadiously to Bridgnorth; the rere guard gott to Wenlock
Magna com, Salop.  In this marche 3 or 4 alarmes by Shrews-
bury horse, and b or 6 of them crosst the way and killd and
took some.

Thursday 2 The King marched to Lichfeild, Upon the
rendezvous going to Lichfeild the King knighted Sit ———
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Horwood [not mentioned in list of Knights Coll. Arms, nov is
his pedigree in  Vis, Shrop.] of com. Salop, no soldier,
nor in armes. ‘This day General Gerard’s regiment retturned
from the rendezvous quiw tired, to have refreshment under
Bridgnorth garrison. Ego eftam. This day, by reason of
the Iong and fedious marches, divers foll off, some, as six
went into Bentall howse. Prince Maurice this morning,
with his owne troope (partly commanded by TLord
Molinoux, and partly by Sir Thomas Sandys) went towards
Worcester.

%p. 247). Alveley Church com. Salop, 5 myle from Bridgnoxth,
1 & south window, next the south dore of the ehurch, thres
times this escocheon, and underneath coat, helme, mantle,
and creast .—

A sghield surrounded by a “glory,” two coats one above the
other; 1. Barry nebuly of 6 or and sa. [Blount]; 2. arg., a lion
ramp*® gu, within a bordure se., bezanty [Cornwall]; impaling,
quarterly por fess indented «z. and arg. a lion pagsant in the
first quarter [Croft]; the whole surmounted by a helmet, with,
for crest, Out of a ducal coronet or, a demi lion rampt gu.,
crowned or, bet. 2 human arms embowed, “armes gules hands
proper;” “mantle gules, dowbled argent.”

(. 248). Inthe chancel, an altar tombe for Grove, a mercer
of London, (Grocer added.)

Evmine, on a chevron engrailed guw. 8 escallops or, a crescent
for difference, [Grove] of London,

Now Mr. Grove lives here,

Quatford Church com. Salop;a myle from Bridgnorth,

South window and north window of this church, this is old
and small :—

Mortimer,

The same, the inescocheon charged with 8 [? nails sable, or,
a mistake for ermine].

An altar tombe against the north wall chancel; ineription
in brasse circumscribed, _

Quatt is the next parish, wher Sir Thomas Wolrich has an
old seate.

Garrisons in corm, Salop, 15 October, 1645,
K—Lundlow, Sir Michacl Woodhowse, Governour ; quond,
pag o Marq. Hamilton.
K.-—Bridgnorth, Sir Lewis Kirke, Governour. Sir Tho®
‘Woolrich was fixst Governour 3 years since ; then Sir L, Kirke,
200 in_the Castle,
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Leift. Governour Thomas Wyne, Sir Robt W, [Wynne's] son.
Major I Billingley juny. com. Salop.

K.—THigh Areall, the house of Sir Richd N ewport, now Lord
Newport. ~ Armorer is Governonr,

R —~Shrewsbury governed by a Committes,

-R.—Ogwestree,

R—Wemm, Major Bryan is Governour.

R.—Lindshall [Lilleshull] Abbey. Sir Rieh? Leveson owes
it; Major Duckenfeild lost it.

R.—Dawley Castle, 7 mylo from Bridgnorth, 4 myle from
??‘.Tellington. Fouke is Governour; Duckenfeild was, and
ost it

R.—Bromeroft Castle, My, Tutley owes it, the Tiord Calvyn
Scotus is Governour,

R.—Benthall. Mr, B, howse, 5 myle from Bridgnorth, Thos
Brereton is Governour,

B.—Stokesay, a house of the Lord Craven's, 4 myle from
Ludlow. ,

(p. 250).  Captain Gatacre, of the county of Salop, killed in
Bridgenorth by a quartermaster, the quartermaster killed too
by him, One endeavored to hang himselfe the next day here.

Bridgenorth Church,

Yast window, north yle, church

The kneeling figure of a knight in chain armour, over which
he wears a surcoat marked « or,” vound the waist a belt
“sable” from which the “ gword” is suspended “on the right
side,” 1In front of him is a shield azure, & cross moline o,

North window, north yle, towards the west end:

Two shields erased,

Gules, fratty o,

Azure, & chevron gules,

. « +, on a chief gules three plates,

Gules, a chevron or,

Against the north wall, same yle, upon an altar tombe, lyes
the statue of a man in armour and a woman, Many escocheons
painted on the side:

Gules [Argent] on a chief or a hawk sable « Hoord”

The same impaling a crescent bet, 3 rosos.

The Hoordes %ived mn this parish. Hoord’s park still,

Neare the former monument, and against the north wall,
upon an altar tombe, lyes the statue of a woman faively guilt
in alablaster. This incription is circumseribed and coate of
armog:

Here lysth the body of Frances Fermer, daughter of Thomag
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Hoorde Esq, and wife of Thomas Fermer Bsq. who dyed 10
day of July 1570. On w.s. I hom.

Quarterty; 1 and 4, or, on & foss sa. bet, 3 lions heads erased
gu. 3 anchors erect [of the first, Farmer]; 2 and 3. a chevron
bet. 3 escallops, impaling, 1, Hoord ; 2, an inescocheon charged
with 8 roundles or within a bordure. [For the coat of Palmer
seo this and 6 other coats not here given, in Vincent's Salop.
Coll, Arm.] .

(p. 251). In the north window, nears the former monument
very small:

Or, on a cross gules a hurt.

Or, o fess gules.

Or, three chevronels gules [Clarel.

Quarterly or and gules [Vere].

Gules, three flewrs de lis within a bordure or.

Gules, n crescent subverted or, In base an escallop of
the last,

In the same north window this picture of & saint i—

Rude sketeh of a male figure, habited in & long roba marked
“gp” ‘With his right hond he supports & staff having a cross
pattée at the top, and on his left arm is a shield, bearing arg. &
oross pattée gules.

In the middle yle of the church a flat stone, and these
fashioned and numberless shields are embossed upon it, and
worne: A sketch of the stone is given, upon which is seulp-
tured the shaft of a cross raised upon 3 steps, ab the top a
shield, and on eithey side 6 other shields, all blank,

This coat in the west window, chureh :

Awg, on a bend cotised sa. 3 eross-crosslets fitchy arg.

In ‘the church within the castle of Bridgenortﬁ is nothing
of observation.

Medeley. Upon this river of Seaverne they use here alittle
boate for one to sitt in; they call them corricles, lathg within
and leather without, from covium. _

Friday, Oct. 17, came intelligence to Bridgenorth the King
had left’ Newarke, and gone towards Scotland to Montyos the
Sunday before.

(p. 252). A payson may De tryed at o councill of war, and
was so at Bridgenorth.

A Scott was tryed at & council of war there, and he putt on
his hatt before them, and being reprehended for it by the
Governour, he told them he was equall to all except the
Governour, and they committed him for it

20hOct. Qeverall Colonels whose regiments were in Bridge-
north,



DURING THE GREAT CIVIL WAR, 281

Foot,

Sir Lewis Kirke’s, Governour; Colonel John Corbett’s,
Colonel Billingsley’s, the trained band,—this regiment watches
in the towne ; Sir Mich, Earnley’s, one company of them ; Sir
Charles Lloyd’s eame hither from the Devizes, GO.

Koot about in all, of all these 260,

Horse,

Sir Francis Ottley the high sheriffe, Sir Edw? Acton 10,
Governor’s troops 60 —Horse not 100,

Wednesday Oect, 22, Teift. Colonel Slaughter mnrched out
of Bridgnorth about 2 of the clock afternoon, Governour's
troope commanded by Capt* Singe 40, Sir Francis Otteloyes
&e. ~That night. by eight to High Ereall. Thence marehed
30 horse and 20 dragoons with us about 12 of the Clock that
night. By nine next day to Chirke. '

(p- 256). An. D'ni, 1644, Sir W= Vaughan was Generall of
Shropshire. In the winter he made these his garrisons to

uarter his owne regiment —Shraydon Castle, commanded b

ir W™ his brother, & parson ; lost it to the connties of Salop,
Chester &c. Cawes Castlo, Davalier. High Arcall, Armorer,
Linshull and Dawley, Major Duckenfield,

Oct. 1646. When the King was at Newarke, he made Six
Wmn Vaughan Generall of the horse in the counties of Salop,
Wigorn, gtaﬁ'ord, Hereford, South Wales and North Wales.

(p. 267). Leominster Church, com, Hereford,

&n old altar-tombe with alablaster on the topp, in black
Lynes the two pictures, and in a large forme the effigies of our

aviour on the crosse,

Thome Phillips, ob, 1530, and Isabela ux. ejus,

(p. 270).

Bard Kye at Oswestree,

Mr. Jones of Caus, com. Flint, now prisoner in Chester Cagtle,

1645 Friday Dee. 8 to Kinver between Kiderminster and
Bridgenorth.

Saturday 5 to Bridgnorth, Tere Lt. Col. Slaughter’s troope
and Col. Dixies stayed, and Col. Gradyes.

Sir Wm Vaughan with his tvoope to Ludlow, but his men
not admitted.

Capt. Bowmer and Capt, Vaughan to Avcall, which was
shutt up by 8 or 4 petty garrisons.

Thursday Dee. 18 Sir W™ Vaughan dvew out the horse he
had with him afore, and some of Dudley and Ludlowe, G or
700 foot commanded by Lt. Col, Smytfl, horse 5 or 600;
marcbed from Bridgnorth, and had a rendezvous towards S.

Friday moiming came intelligence to B. that Hexefordwas lost.
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THE FOLLOWING PEDIGREE OF SYMONDS WILL EXPLAIN WIIO
HE WAS AND HIS CONNECITON WITH SHROPSHIRE,

Avms: a2 o cheveon engrailed between 3 trefoils or.  Cresty out of
a murnl erown o @ boar’s head arg, tusked on

John Symonds of Croft, co, Lanes + . . & of 8ir Wi Lording, knt.

!
Robt, Symonds, went into== ., ., . d. and L of . ... Uongrave of
Stafgn'dshire. ‘ Strafton,

I
John Symonds of Stratton== . . . . d. of ..., . Gravenor of Bellaput, co.
Salop, Esq.

] }
Thomas Symonds, of Stratton==, . . . . d. of Thos. Robert Symonds, 2nd
] Worthington, gent.  sonm'd and had issue,

|

John Symonds, of Newport, co. Sa.lop"“—rl“«Mﬂrgaret d. of Thos Maynard.

;
John Symonds, of N ewporﬁmm d, of Thos, Bendhow,

. i
Richard Symlonds, of the Poole,==Eliz}2d, 4. of Robt, Plume, William m’d and
in par @'t Yeldhwmn, co. Essex, | of YeldhamHall,gent. bu'd ~ had isgue,
cante out of Shropsh. one of the | Yeld. ch, Jan, 27, 1611,  Roger.
Cursitors of Chancery—bur'd in | (B, & hend vaire or. and
Yeldhan ch, July 8, 1627 g, cotiged veri.)

! | Il
Bdward Symonds 2nd s=Anne, only d. of SamueLl, 31'& a=d, of Thos.

born ab ¥eldham—m'd | Joshna Draper, Haxlahenden,
inSt. Gregorie’sof Paul’s, | of Brayniree, John, eldest s,.5=Ann d, of Thos.
Tondon, 1614, Feb, 2, | co. Essex. Tlyot.
died 9 Dec., 1636, bur'd Thomag, 4th 8., ob, & p
at Black Notley, co Richard, 5th s:5=.
Eggox. Margaret-Edmund Eyre.
) | . N
Richard Symonds, bap, at== Bdward
Notley, 12 June, 1617. Annsp, . . Wright,
(The author of the John,

Diary.)
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ON THREE ANCIENT RINGS FOUND
IN SHROPSHIRE. '

By Rev. W. A. LEIGHTON, B.A., Cams,, F.I.8., F.B.8., Lb,

1.—THE COLE HALL RING (See fig. 1).

A PLAIN massive gold seal-ring, bearing on its oval
face an incised figure of a pelican standing up in her
nest, with wings displayed, and feeding a young one
with drops of blood, which she is pecking from her
breast, encompassed with an incised fretted border,
This device is emblematical of the Blessed Saviour feed-
ing the members of His Body with His own most
precious Blood in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.
This ring was found many years ago on the site of Cole
Hall, Shrewsbury, and is now In the possession of
Samuel Wood, Fsq., F.8A., of St. Mary’s Court,
Shrewsbury. | .

The family of Cole is one of the most ancient of
thoge who lived in Shrewsbury, and members of it
occur amongst our earliest Provosts in the time of
Henry ITI.  Their mansion was called Cole Hall, and
with its appendant court, out-offices, and garden,
occupied the space or “block” now and then
bounded by Barker Street, Dog Lane, Mardol, and
Hill's Lane, and was separated from Rowley’s Mansion
by the narrow shut or passage leading from Barker
Street to Hill's Lane. The entrance was probably
through the archway of the Trumpet Tnn, in
Mardol.

These ancient Mansions were not simply large houses
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in or near a street, but were detached inclogures com-
prising large spaces of ground similar to what in India
are termed “compounds.” We have in Shrewshury
geveral of these Mansions, e.g., Charlton’s Mansion (now
- the Theatre) in Shoplatch, whose domain was bounded
by the Lee Stalls, Swan Hill, Cross Hill, and St. John’s
Hill. The entrance was through a pointed arch nearly
on the spot now occupied by the hall of the George
Hotel—and the gateway to the inner court was through
what is now called Scotland Yard. - Vaughan’s Mansion
on College Hill (part of which is now our Museum and
part the Music Hall) is another example, and enclosed
a space bounded by the Talbot Chambers, Swan Hill,
and College Hill, and by the attendant Coffee-House
Shut. The chief entrance was on College Hill, into a
vestibule from which a very fine pointed and elegantly
moulded arch opened into the hall, now the Museum.
The court-yard entrance was through the Fire-Office
passage—and the Talbot Chambers were the principal
out-offices, underneath which were the singular and
intricate stone-vaulted cellars and their long passages.
I can myself well recollect the boundary-wall along
Swan Hill, from the Talbot Chambers up to the
Museum on College Hill, and which had on the
interior a row of timber trees whose branches over-
shadowed the adjoining street. Ireland’s Mansion
in the HighStreet, Shutte Place, between Shop-
latch and the Market Square, and Bennett Hall at
the bottom of Pride Hill, are also similar examples.
And T suspect we have another in the Turf Tavern
on Claremont Hill, whoge large court-yard was
entered by a gate or archway near the top of
Clavemont Hill, and extended down to St. Romald’s
Chapel in Barker Street, which probably was the
domestic chapel. This was most probably the Man-
sion of the old family of Gamel, of Romaldesham, of
12th century period.

We must be careful not to confound these Man-
sions with the ancient hostelries of which we have
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many examples still traceable, as in the Old TFox
Inn (which stood on the site of the present Working
Man’s Hall), the Raven and Bell, the Lion Hotel,
the Unicorn Inn, and Flisha’s Passage. All these
had a wide entrance or approach from the street into
a large open court, around which were the buildings
of the hostel, and whose upper story was surrounded by
an open. balcony or corridor, from which access was
obtained to the upper rooms, precisely as in the old
Belle Sauvage ang Four Swans, Bishopsgate Street
Within, in London,

Again we must be careful not to confound the
owners and occupiers of these Mansions with the
tradesmen burgesses. They were not retired or
wealthy tradesmen, but in reality the gentry and
freeholders of the town, possessors of large or con-
siderable freehold landed property, and having, as
was required by the law and usage of early days, as
freeholders, a special seal of each family, which they
attached to all deeds or transfers of the patrimonial
estates.  Such were the Shutts, the. Prides, the
Bernards, the Gamels, and the Coles, and many
others, |

The Cole family, according to deeds, temp, Charles I1,,
which I have seen, were possessors of the manors or
lordships of Uprossall alias the Isle of Rossall, Yeaton,
alias Yetton, Yagdon alias Jagdon, and Wigmore, co.
Salop, and also other considerable property in Wigmore,
Salop, Monkforgate, Oxton, Shelton, Montfort, Forton,
Hunkington, Child’s Ereall, Sarefeld alins Shutfeld,
Old Wood, Udlington, and Frankwell, co, Salop. In
6 Klizabeth, 1564, they also owned *All that voyde
place “or ground upon the whyche heretofore was
founded and builded 2 chappell dedycated to Sainte
George commonlye nomynated Saint Greorge’s Chappell
wythe all emoluments comodytyes and profites thereof
to be taken, sett scytuate and beinge in Frankewell
within the suburbes “of the towne of Salop nighe the
Walshe gate of the sayd towne and is in lengthe from

VOL. II, w
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the howses or tenemets evected of charitye for the
veliefe of the poor people co’monly called Coles Alms-
houses to the King’s highe waye leading towards
Severne eighteen yards, & 1s in bredthe from a teneme's
or howse now in the tenure of Hughe ap Yevan
to the hyghe waye fowrete yards.” A deed, 82
Elizabeth, 1590, informs us that John Cole obtained
by purchase from Edwd. Mynton, draper, Richd.
Mynton, his eldest son, and Richard Heynes, sher-
man, “All that one messuage, tenement & Chap-
pell with the appurtenances called Saincte John's
Chappell lyinge and beinge in Franckwell aforesaid
nowe or late in the tenure or occupation of the
said Edward Mynton & Richard Mynton, and also
all those three messuages or tenements called Saincte
Jolns Almeshouses to the saied tenemente and
Chappell called Saincte John’s Chappell adjoyninge
now or late alsoe in the tenure of the said Hdwd. &
Ried. Mynton.”

The Coles appear to have resided at Cole Hall until
the year 1681, when it is stated in a deed to be in the
occupation of Edward Grinshill, and perhaps their
residence was continued even to 1751 when the
last male Cole died. The hall itself has long ago
disappeared, and we lknow nothing of its appear-
ance or architecture. But of the extent of the
domain around the mansion we have evidence in a
deed of 14 James I, 1616, whereby Thomas Cole,
the younger, grants a lease of a parcell of ground,
being part of an orchard called Cole Orchard, situate
in Shrewsbury aforesaid, in or near a certain “street
called Dog Lane.”

The arms of Cole wera arg, a chevron gu, between
three scorpions reversed 2 and 1, sa.

" The following impexfect pedigree is drawn up from

Heralds' Vis, Shropshire, 1628, Parish Registers, family

deeds, &ec.

) The family is believed to be now extinet in Shrews-
ury.
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Nicholas Cole, 1270-12945

N NOUOURR PRSPPI
[ b
Nich:‘)ias Cole, Hugh Cole, Provost ofsmAgnes Wﬂham. Cole,
Salop, temp. H. 3. Chaplain
1270-1294, 1270-1294.

I Cole, 1290-1322 I l Cole, 1200-1322-=A Richard Cole
8i e - ,  Thomas Cole, - =AMy, chard Co
rmon B0 M, P, for Shrewsbury, 1301. '

1313.
Tugh & 33 E, 3, 1359-60.~ Thomas Cols !Fum'. Provost of
Hugh Cole, ’ Salop, Edw. 3, 1290-1322,
M.P, for Shrewsbury, 1337,

e ———

i
Thomas Cole, 15, H. 6, 1436-7.T

— e e————

John Cole, |l5 H, 6, 1486-7. Bailiff of Salop, 1453TAgnes.

John Cole, of |Salnp, Fsg. Bailiff=~Flizabeth, 4, &b, of_Thos, Onslow,
of Balop, 1466-1475,

| . ' L
{am Cole, Bailiff of izabeth, d, and 1. of Tdward Cole, Bailift
\%313?::]1453, Y408, 1502, | Nicholag Tyton, of of Salop, 1522-1533.
Tyton, Bsq.

e

| | .
billa Cole, great-==John Oteley, of Tdmund Cole, &, & h=pAlice, 4. of
Sg:-;“dmoth‘e% of Salop, drgper, of Arcoll, co. Salop, Rich. Church-
Judge Owen. 5 H. 7, 1489-90, living 1539-1555. yard,widowin
Bailiff of Salop 1528, | 15656 and then
1587, ML P. for Salop | of Sarefeld,co.
1520 and 1623, 8alop.

Tavia Cole=Fhos, Wylle) Talk Cole, RohertCols, of Salop,==Maria, d. of
e Gk of i archold, Bl no. eut., 5 H. 8, called | Evan Lloyd
' living 1568. 1. not.in Visit, 1623, | Vycha de
claimed hix fathers | Aberianat,
catnte, in Wigmore, | Esdq.
Hinchmore, Monk-
foryate, Oxon, Salop,
Shotton, Forton, and
Montford, Trin, Teri
80 H. 8

& h., living 1595,  Wilt 1611, ob. | and Margarvet Plowden.

|
Jolin Cole, of Cole Hall, Birewslury, gent.,=pAlice, & of Riehand Sandford
8.

Jan, 28th, 1614-15. T

4
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a|

1 9] 37 Y
Thomas Cole,s=Margaret Thomas Cole=Llcanor, Simon Cole, Tdward Cols
of Leaton, |rvelict of Junr., of dou, of  of Shrews- dead at

co.Salop,gent, | —-— Uprossall & | Richard bury, 1611 father's death
cldest “son, | Wicher- Cole Hall, |Jones of 1613. 1614-15,
living 1616, | ley, Salop, Taq., | Salop,

aged 30 at 1624,  Exor. | draper,

father’s death of hisfather’s | widow 1636,

will—dead
1636.

Eiizlnbeth Cole soles=Ldward Cholmley
d, bur'd at Fitz, of Leaton, before
1606, Ap. 1. 1626,

f ] !
John Cole, of=sFLettice 6th d. of Willialn Cole, Roger Cole, Robert Cole,
Uprossall, 8ir Edward Fit. of Shrewsbury, of theIsle, 1636-1647.

Bsq., bap. at | ton, of CGaws- gent.,  1636-  bur'd at St.
St Allemond, | werth, Cheshire 1647, bap, at8t. Chad, 1622,
1613, Aprit 8, | Bart,, widow  Chad, Salop, May 21,
bur'd ab St. [ 1647, bap, - Ap. 1818, Junc 2,
Chad, 1042, | 11, 1618, marr,
May 2. at Norton in

Hales, 1635,

' Muny 21,

l
John Cole, of Cole Hall and Uprossall=rAnne, buy'd E(Lvm-d Cole, bap. at
Bsq., bap. at 8t. Chad, 1640, Dee, 3. ' at St, Alk- S, Chad, 1637, I'eb, 27.

‘Will 1667, mond, 1717,
June 28.

| | [ |
Thomas Cole,5+ Edward Cole, Joshus Cole, Hippocrates,
of Bewdley, bap. at St.  of Shrews. bap. ab St.
mercer, bap. Chad, 1623, bury, gent,, OChad, 1622,

|
Alice Uole,
bwr’d at 8t.
Chad, 1637,

at St. Chad, March 25, 1636-1647, Feb. 10, bur,  Aug. 9,
1620, Nov, 27, 1636-1647, 1684, Jan. 6,
dead before
1680,
1 (27 3

Thomas Cole of==Jane, d. of Thos. John Cole, of==8arah, hur'd Edward Cole,

Hawkstone & “and Bleanor At- Whitehurch, |at St. Chad of Worcester,

Salop, Eaq., cherley, of Mar. co. Salop, 1555, March ité)é)lthecmw,
22, .

eldest 8. and h, ton tanner, mayr- baker, 1681-

living 1723, ob, at Middle, 1681, 1780,the eldey

before 1730, . Jan, 10, bur'd at brother and h,
Middle, 1719, of Stanton

Ap. 24, Lacy, in1730.
Susannah Cole,=Wm Cherring- Efianor Cole==William Picker-
1730, ton,of Shrews- dead Dbefore ing, the elder
bury, ob. - 1767, of ftanton Lacy,

before 1757, . gent,

Jane Cole,
of Oxon,
spinster

4
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I i
Joln Cole, of  daursJ obn

{

Margaret= W ilHam TlizabetlerSamuel

Cole, Billingg- TLondon, dyer, Jones, Uole. (Cheeke,
ley, of euly® &0 of Myt- of Shrews-
Udling- Shrewsbury, ton, gent., bury,
ton, gent. Fsg. living 1767, hatter,
157, 1723, hm'd ab

§t. Chad, 17561

Mar, &1,
e —

|
Willimn Pickering, the youwngeh of
‘Wolverhampbon, ‘toysmish, 1757,

o _THE LEIGHTON RING (See fig. 3)-

Among the ruing of Haghmon Abbey, co. Salop, some
years ago, Was found @ gold seal-ring, magsive, but of
clumgy form, the broad Tounded oblong face of which.
bove m shallow incisions the following device. In the
centre a human skull, frontal view, below which was &
thigh-bone lying horizontally, and on the right side a
pick-axe and on the left a shovel; above the skull an
hour-glass with a candlestick and taper on either side
and a pair of expanded wings ; oround the verge the
motto QUAVLIS. VITA, FINIS. ITA. Within the hoop were
the initials W.L.

As the above emblems of mortality and the

motto were identical with similay ones existing
on. the monument of Qir William  Leighton, Chief

Justice of North Wales in the time of Hlizabeth, in the
Chancel of Cardington Church, co. Salop, coupled with
the initials, there could be no doubt in appropriating
it to the Judge. It was no douht one of the rings
which it was the custom of those times for Barristers
when raised to the rank of Serjeants-at-Law to present
4o each of the Judges of that time, and this particular
Ting was probably that presented to his contemporary
Richard Barker, Recorder of Shrewsbury and J udge of
North Wales, whose family then regided at Haghmon
Abbey, and whose brother, Rowland Barker, of
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Haghmon, had married for his second wife, Cecilia,
daughter of Sir Fdward Leighton, of Wattleshorough,

The large alabaster monument against the South wall
of the chancel of Cardington Church may be thus
described —

A round arch, adorned with gilt roses, &c., spans a
table on which ig a life-size figure, recumbent on the leff
side on a cushion, the loft-hand supporting the head, in
scarlet gown, black tanic, ruffs round neck and wrists,
head covered with black cap, the right-hand has held
something now broken off. FEmblems of mortality, as
skull, spade, seythe, hour-glass, and flowers at the back
of' the recess, againgt which, on a black oblong tablet,
is the inseription,

The panels of the table in front have figures of males
kneeling on cushions, with hands clasped, as in attitude
of prayer, the first in plate armour and spurs, the other
two In civilians’ gowns, all bare-headed. Four figures
of adult fomales with black gowns and headdresses,
kneeling in prayer, and the figure of a chrysom child in
shroud, swathed and eross-banded, reclining on a skull.
Above the centre of the arch are the arms and crest of
Leighton, quarterly, per fesse indented, or and gules,
with a crescent for difference. On either side of the
arch is a square pilaster, bearing at the top within seroll
work a shiold of arms, terminated above by an apex
formed of inverted serolls converging. Dexter shield
emblazoned with Leighton, as ahove, mmpaling Onslow,
arg., a fesse gules between 6 crows Proper,  Sinister
shield. Leighton impaling Corbet, or, two crows in pale
proper.

The whole has been origimally painted in proper
colours and gilded, and these original colours, having by
damp and neglect become defaced, have by the liberality
of Mr, Stanley Leighton, M.P., been restored to their
primal brilliance,

The inscription is as follows —

QVALIS, VITA, FINIS, TTA.
Here lieth the body of William Leyghton of Plashe Esq, Chief
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Justice of Nopth Wales & one of the Council of the Marcheg
of Waleg o Places he exercised by the space of above 40 vpg
W greate sincoritie & wiont, complaint, he yyag humblg iy,
Prosperitie, in hospitalitie genial, to the Poor bountiful, lovipe
to his familie & ty hig friendes tennts g neighbouyrs comforiabla
and to all courteoys and affable, conéented yyih tompetenco
wherewt! (o Dlessed him sufﬁciently for hig callin 3
© had 2 wives the first Isabell daughter of My, Thomag
Onslowe of London, Merchant;, by whom he had 2 sons, William
Leighton, Knight, & Richarq & 4 danghters Dorothy, Hllinoy,
tary & Klizabeth, e second wife was Anp d. of Renold
Corbett of Stoke Bsq* one of the J ustices of the King’s Bench,
the familis famong and antient, by whom he had Henrye ang
Penelope, in whosa memoris the ‘said Ann o shew the true
affection of 5 vertuous good wife and g Roger Owen of Con-
dover Knight, ang Edward Tatwich & Edward Vernon Hsqrs,
hig Executors, have cange( thig monument to he made,
He died the 99 of acember 1607,
Mo ante obitum beatyg,

The entry of hig burial in Cardington Register
(which commenceg 1594) is thug

tertio die mengis p'dieti 1607,
Vir bonus et prudens jacet Lio sepultus in arcs
Cujus post mortem fama perennig erit,
Fallax forma, perit, pereat, fallaeig, fallax,
Flos decus 6t Species qupe speciosa, cadit,
nlvis et umpyry Sumus, mens divi fli, Summi
Missa locig superis evolat aq superog,

His wil] ig extracted from the Preroga,tive Cowrt
of Canterbury ;—

In the name of Gog Amen, The eighteenth daie of December
one thousand sixe hundpeg and seaven I William Leighton of
laish in the County of Salop and Digges of Hereford sicke i
odie but of sound and perfact, memorg thanks be to God doe
make my Iast Wil and Testament in manner and forme folloyy.
inge  Fhpgt T bequeath ny Soule to God my Creator and
edeemer an( my body to be buried i the Chancell of Card-
ington  And touching thoge worldlie goodes wherewth God
hathe blessed me I give ang bequeath ag followeth  wipgs
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T give and bequeath to Anne my Wief the moyetie and
one half of all my plate money goodes oattels and debts what-
goever moveable |l immoveable of what nature soev®  Ttem
T give unio Wy SOnNO Henry Leighton one piece of P ate being
a guilte salte whereuppon his name i¢ written whe' salte was
given to my Qon Henrie by John Thynne Jeceased  Ttem
1 give and Dequeath fiftie. soundes for the making of a Tombe
over in the Chauncell of Cardington Ttem All those several
sareells of Lande comonlie called Chnreh Land wh'eh

oughte of Mr. Tipper and Mr. Dow aboute twelve years Jagt
Jash 1 give and bequenthe t0 tho Church wardens and Parish-
joners of Cardington ‘heire heires and successors for evir the one
moyetye yearlie to the uso of the Poore of the Parighe and the
other moyetye 10 the reparations of the Churche of Cardington.
Ttem Lgeve and bequeathe to Dorothen Leighton daughter of &
William Leighton my Qonne the some of one hundred pounds
of lawlull English money v shee be ruted andordered by yaynow
wief to be payde hey owte of the other moytye of my goodes
not formerlie given and bequeathed Ttem 1 geve and
bequeath the moyetie or one Tialf of all suche plate as is nob
formerlie given to Iy Wief and my Sonne Henrie Leighton
to Hareoowrt Leighton oy Sonnes Honne Provided that if B
William Leighton my Qonne doe put in good and sufficient
guveties to my Hixecutors that the same moyetye shall descend
and come to Harecourt Leighton his Qonme when the said
Harecourt ghall come tO the fulle age of one and twentye

oaves then the sayde gy William to have the use of the same
Y1 the mean tyme _Tten I geveall the residueot myplate goodes
and cattels mg debts funeral and legacies discharged to Flentie
Leighton my Honno Ttem, Lgove and bequenth to Mr. William
Griffithes Vicar of Cardington the some of five poundes, Ttem
T geve and bequeath to My Clozen Mr, Edward Vernon five
pounds as 8 token of my Kinde remembrance of him _Tzen
fonstitute and appointe g Roger Owen Knighte BEdward
Tutwich and Edward Vernons Esqrs my Beecutors to see this
my lastWill and Testament serfoymed and fulfilled And lastiy T
vevoke disannull and adnibilate all fovmer Wills whatsoever In
Witness hereof Lhave subscribed my name and putt to my Sealle
the daie and yeare firet above wribten. W. LEIGHTON.

Published and sealled in the presence of Guliel Griffithes

—Thomas _Hicks his marke—Robert  Morther — Toulke
Langley—¥rances Srnithe—John Davies marke—Tho Hasolle
his marke

(Proved in Clanterbury 1 June 1608 Dy two fivst Executors.)
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Plagh Hall, the vesidence of the Chief Justice, was in
the possession of and the residence of the Sprengheaux,
a branch of the family of that name of Longnor, about
1255. With them it continued until the time of
Henry VIL (1422—1461) when the last Sir Fulke
Sprengheanx of Plash died, leaving four daughters and
co-heiresses, one of whom married Wm. Aeton, of
Aldenham; the 2nd married Wim. Sandford, of Lee,
near Whitohurch ; the 3rd married — Tindal; and the
4th married Wm. Leighton, a younger son of John
Leighton, of Wattlesborough, Esq. The original mansion
was of stone, portions of which still exist at the back of
the brick edifice which the Chief Justice evected in front,
and with which he incorporated portions of the ancient
edifice. The present house is of brick, in variegated
patterns, with especially fine and remarkable chimneys
of moulded brick. The drawing-room is wainscotted
with oalk or sweet-chestnut, and the panels ave
exquigitely inlaid with paler and darker woods in
geometrical and floviated patterns. The hall is
ovidently that of the older house, and has a music
gallery at one end communicating with a corridor lead-
ing to the upper rooms, The divisions of the attic
storey ave singular and complicated. Plash now belongs
to the Hunts of Boreatton, who obtained it by pur-
chage, and is now a farm house. Views of it are given
in Mvs. Stackhouse Acton’s Custles and Mansions of
Shropshire.

This interesting ring was purchased by the Salopian
Todge of Freemasons, to be used as an Official Seal,
but was unfortunately soon after lost. Tt was exhibi-
ted in the Museum, formed by the Archeeological Ingti-
tute, on thelr visit to Shrewsbury in 1855, when I
fortunately obtained a wax impression, from which
an electrotype was made, which is now the only
existing representative of the lost seal.
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THE PRESTON-GOBALDS RING (See fig 2).

A dilver decade ring, chased with figures in low
velievo. The central compartment has B, V. M. full-
faced, seated on a chair, a portion of which is seen on her
right, A plain cireular nimbus surrounds her head
which is covered with a double veil flowing down to
the feet, and on the right looped up to the knee under
the book on her lap. A tight fitting boddice or tunic
clothes her body and right arm, with o simple border
around the neck., This vest is gathered into folds at
her banded waist and is continued in foldings to the
feet. Her right hand rests on a large open book on
her lap, to which she is pointing with the forefinger.
On her left stands a boy, three-quarters front, without
nimbus, similarly vested, and whom the Virgin’s veil
entively envelopes on the left side ; his left hand resting
on the open book. Under the simple pedestal on which
the figures rest is a full-front head of a demon with
outstretched wings. The back-ground is punched with
a minute delicate round crenated raised scale-like
floweret, and is surrounded by a plain simple raised
border.,

If this groupe be intended for the B, V. M. with Christ
ags a boy and not ag an infant, it is after the Byzantine
faghion of the 9th century, ag may be seen in Parker’s
Catacombs of Rome, plate 27, in fresco in the Church
of 8t. Urban in the Catacombs. There, however, the
Chrigt hag a cruciform nimbug, but herve there is no
nimbus.

It may then be intended for St. Elizabeth instructing
her daughter St. Ann as represented in the soap groupes
which the Ttalians gell in Burlington Arcade, London.

Another conjecture may be hazarded. In the
froscoes in the Catacombs of Rome, see Parker’s plate 5,
the Church is frequently represented as a robed female
figure. The present groupe may then be intended as
symbolical of the Church instructing her children out
of the Holy Scriptures.
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The compartments on either side emclose two male
winged angels in loosely fitting vestments and flowing
hair, kneeling, and with hands uplifted as in prayer,
The back-ground is simply punched.  Arvound the hoop
are ten knobs, proving 1t to be a decade or devotional
ring used in repeating Aves, On the left side as
respects the central figure on the hoop is a very minute
sunken circular space, on which the Gothic or old
English letter B () is stamped in relief, enclosing what
appears to be a minute figure standing in prayer hefore
a faldstool, with uplifted hands, The form of this
letter points to the 15th century as the date of the
ring. Its weight is 1 pennyweight 14 grains, It was
found in the restoration of Preston-Gobalds Chureh,
near Shrewsbury,—under what circumstances I know
not—but probably in the tomb or coffin of a Priest, such
persons being buried in pontificalibus with paten, chalice,
and ring. It is now in the possession of Mr. Harper,
grocer, Market Square, Shrewsbury.
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INCOME TAX COMMISSIONERS IN 1799.

Tae following names are taken from an “ Authentic
List of the Commissioners for Executing the Income
Acts in the County of Salop, May, 17997 :—

SHREWSBURY :

Nathaniel Betton, Esq., Mayor.
Henry Bevan of Shrewsbury, Esq.
James Mason of Ditto, Esq.
Robert Pemberton of Ditto, Esq,
William Smith of Ditto, Esq.

OSWESTRY !

Turner BEdwards of Oswestry, clerk.

John Gibbons of Ditto, Hsq.

Robert Lloyd of Swan Hill, Esq. [qu. Mayor]
John, Robert Lloyd of Aston, clerk.

Lazarus Venables of Woodhill, Esq.

PIMHILL :

William Challnor of Dudleston, Esq.
Francis Lloyd of Ellesmere, Esq,

B. Hatchett, jun., of Ditto, Bsq.

John Edwarcfs of Great Ness, Esq.
Joseph A. Cotton of Ellesmere, clerk.

BRADFORD NORTH:
Samuel Davies of Drayton, Esq.
John Hill of Prees, Esq.
John Hand of Whitchurch, Esq.
Owen Roberts of Wem, Hsq.
William Wickstead of Whitchurch, Esq.

"This was the first direct Income Tax ever raised in
England. Mr. Pitt was the minister who proposed it,

and his scheme was to tax incomes above £60 a year.
AR
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AN INTRODUCTION To

SOURCES OF SALOPIAN TOPOGRAPHY,
By MA@(ENZIE E C. WALCOTT, B.D., F.8A,
PrEZoENTOR AND PREBINDARY oF CHIOHES;‘ER.

———

THosE persons who have passed through a long litevary
- career know, to their cost, how large & portion of the
precious time, when invention and enthusiasm had not
given place to criticism and deliberation, was wasted in
the search for the names of such books as might assigt
them in their study and enquiries,

The counties of Sussex, Kent, and Cornwall have
already the advantage of an index of hooks relating to
their history, and at the commencement of the Journal
of the Shropshire Avrchaological Soctety its members
may welcome similar aid in the prosecution of their
work.  Shreds and Patches, so successfully carried out
in Hddowes's Journal, have already given help and in-
dications where similar treagure trove may be found,
Adventurous members of the Society will also be di-
verted from well-worn subjects tonew fields, which will
well vepay their culture,

Parish Registers, and chests, and the muniment
rooms of ancient families will furnish forth rich stores
of information, whilst local memories and traditions
must be carefully garnered up, whilst they survive the
waste and wreck of time,

It will be an easy task for local antiquaries to fill up
the outline which T give, and add fresh names of
volumes, pamphlets, and views which necessarily must
elude the keenest search by a person living at a distance

VoL 11, X
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from the scene of the Society’s labowrs, Tven the cur-
sory motices of past days contain new facts, as for
instance with regard to Lilleshull Abbey, in Gent. Mag.
lxxxix, i 597, in which it is said « that the roof of the
house fell down one night about the comroencement of
the 18th century, and that the place being made a
garvison for Charles L the Abbey was reduced to
ruins,” or the information in Gent. Mag., Ixxxiv, ii,
551, that the publication of a Salopian Magazine was
projected.

T omit such familiar works as the Magna Britannie,
Gough's Camden, Tuller's Worthies, Drayton, Church-
yard ; and Defoe’s, Salmon’s, or other well-known des-
criptive tours.

The Inventories of Church Goods and the Tist of
Chantries in the Public Record Office are, I may say,
unusually complete, and the ‘Wills at Somerset House
will be found full of ecurious details. I have given lists
of the former in Shreds and Patches, i, 95-98.

This Index Indicatorius will, I hope, serve to pro-
cure an economy of time when Salopians find it neces-
saxy to supplement their Liome-work with fresh re-
searches in the lbraries of London and Oxford. I know
from a large experience, both personal and copmuni-
cated by correspondents, friends, and strangers, extended
over many years, how irksome is the toil of looking
through huge catalogues, how great the difficulty of con-
sulting them when there are so many, and how wagteful
the time spent in discovering those which ave really
necded.  For the collections of intevesting tracts re-
lating to the Great Rebellion, the DBritish Museum

ossetsos only a MS. catalogue in many volumes.
here is a second meries in the Bodleian Library, ab
Oxford.

If the expenditure of my own_time and labour, de-
voted to the publication of this list, gmoothy the toil
of younger students, who have not access to large
libraries, 1 shall consider my endeavour to assist them
well repaid.
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SHROPSHIRE, Agriculture, General View of, J, Plymley.
1804, 8vo.

All round the Wrekin, W, White. 8vo.

Antiquities found in, Gent, Mag,, 1855-62. Phil. Trans.
v. 309, Barrow, Journ, Brit. Arch. Assoe,, xix. 817-9.
Silver Seal, vii. 483. Jo. Arch. Inst., vii. 77, 80,
195, 358, viii, 196, 197, xi, 414, 181, xiii, 417, 72.
xviil, 161, 163, xxii, 76, 167,

Antiquities of, E Lloyd, enlarged by T. F. Dukes,
1844, 4o,

Antiquities of, R, W, Eyton. 12 vols, 1854-60. Svo.

Archdeaconry, its Exient, Population, and Clerical
Incomes, Gent. Mag, Ixx, 1075,

Avmorial Bearings of Families of Shropshire, 1834. 4to.

Arms and Lineages, by F. W. Kittermaster., 1859, 12mo,

Bailiffs of Shrewsbury, 1872-1614, Publ, Libr, Camb. MS,
Dd. iv. 88,

Beauties of, J. Nightingale. 1813, 8vo,

Blakeway’s Collections, Bodl, Library, Oxford.

Book of Funerals in Salop, &e,, bogun A.D. 1600, Brit.
Mus. Harl, MS, 2041, Lands, MS. 879,

Border Counties Wortliies, E. 0, Salisbury. 1878, Sm,
8vo, Woodall and Venables, Oswestry,

Bowen’s Clollections, Bodl, Library, Oxford.

Brasses, in Haines’ Monumental Brasses.

Bye-Gones, Reprinted from Oswestry Advertizer, 1871
to 1879, &e. Sm. 4to,

Castles and Monasteries, Journ, Brit, Arch. Assoc,
xxviii, 58

Castles and Old Mansions of. 1868, 4to.

Castles of, R. W. Eyton, 1860. “4to. Collect, Archasol,,
34-49,

Catalogue of old Parchment Deeds from 15th to 18th
cent., relating to, (lately) on sale by John Partridge,
Wellington,

Church Notes, 1584. Coll of Arms, Vincent MS, 195.

Church Notes relating to Family of Cheyney, Brit. Mus.
Add, MS. 8979,

Claim of John Kynaston to Bavony of Powys, see Sess,
Papers, Feb. 1781—May 1732.

Colleetions for, Soc. Ant, MS,, 139,

o » Gent. Mag., Ixxxiv, i, 136.
. » Duke’s and Parkes’ Brit, Mus, Add, MS.
21-011—21-025.

Collections for, S, Lyson’s Brit, Mus, Add, MS., 9450,




SOTRCES OF SALOPIAN TOPOGRATHY.

Surorsuire, Collections for, W. Upcott, PBrit. Musg, Add. MS,
. 15926.

Collections for, Gough’s Catalogue of Books relating to
English Topography. Salop. Bodleian Library.
1814.

Collections for a History of Antient Family of Blount,
Lond, 1826. 4to. ~ Privately Printed.

Clollections for History of, in Collect. Topog.

Clollections from Churches, 1794-1832, DBuit. Mus, Add.
MS. 22,011, 21,015, 21,180, 21,181

Collections from Visitations of, 16th century. (Jueen’s
Coll. Oxf. MS,, exvil. Fo. 80,

Collections, Genealogical, Brit. Mus, Harl, MS, 1984,
fo, 189, 5178, 5179, 5848, 7510.

Collection of Old Deeds, in Mugewm Library, Shrewsbury.

Collections Pedigrees, Brit. Mus, Haxl. MS. 1167,

" G163.

Challener's Tlarl. M8, 2163, fo.19b

Coll. of Arms, Phillipot MS, 371,

»
» n

48P, 650P.
Colleotions, Pedigrees, 1569, Drit. Mus. Harl, M3,
G135 fo. 235,
Collections, Pedigrees, 1584, Brit. Mus, Harl. MS. 1161,
1584-1623, Brit. Mus. Add. M3

»»

3

14314,
Collections, Pedigrees, 1623, Brit, Mus. Harl, MS. 1983.
" Genealogical Collections. 1662-1668, Aghm,
. Libr, MS. 854,
Cooke's Topography, Salop.  Sm. 8vo.
Clovhet of Caus, Bliza Coolc’s Journal, 1849, page 198.
Deaneries, by 1. Edwards, 1856.
Descendants of Philip Henry, TLond. 1844. 8vo.
Deseription of, Leland’s Ttinerary, iv, p. 11, 178b-182b.
vii, 32-35.
Domesday, Brit. Mus. Haxl. MS. 6016. £ 97,
Domesday, ed, K. James. 1862. Fo.
Translation of ditto.
Dukes’ Collections, Bodl, Library, Oxford.
Dugdale’s Baronage passim.
Elihu Bueritt’'s Walks in Black Country. 8vo,
Fminent Natives, Wats. BibL Byit. iv. art. Shropshire.
Ttchings of, by Owen, Tolio.
Familics in, Old Deeds relating to, Coleman’s Catalogue.
Filices, &e., by W. Phillips. Sh, Arch. Trans,, Vol L.
(larvisons of, during the Rebellion, 1867. 4to.
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SHROPSHIRE, Gazetteer, 8vo., with Plates, Giregory, Wem, 1824,
Genealogy of Family of TLangley, of Gloucestershire and
Shropshire, to 1664, Brit. Mus, Sloane MS,, 3975.
Genealogy of Family of Middleton, of Middleton, co.
Salop, Brit. Mus, Sloane MS, 3977.
Geology of, by Miss Eyton. 1869,
Geologteal Investigations in, by C. Callaway, Sh, Arch,
Trans., Vol ii,
George Morris’s MSS, in possession ot T. €, Eyton, Esq,,
Lyton, Wellington,
Hardwicke's Collections, in possession of Mr., Sledman
Smith.
Heraldic Visitations, Cooke, 1569, College of Arms 9, 9,
fo. 104.
Heraldic Visitations, 1628, Camden, Brit, Mus. Harl,
MS, 1396, 1982, 1472, College of Arms, MS. C
20.  Vincent MS, 134, Caius Coll, Camb,, MS,, -
533, f. 43. School Libr. Shrewsbury, and Museum
Library, Shrewsbury. Copy by George Morris, with
immense additions, in possession of T. C. Eyton, Esq.
Heraldic Visitations, 1663, Coll, of Arms, MS, C' 35,
Heraldie Visitations, Lee, 1584, Brit. Mus, Harl, MS,
1241, 6172, Add, MS. 14,314, College of Arms,
MS. D. 10, Vinecent, 115.
High Sheriffs of, 1647,58 Brit, Mus, Add. MS. 5832, fo. 181,
History of the Diocese of St. Asaph, by Rev. D, R,
Thomas. 1874, 8vo,
History and Description of, Hulbert, 1838. 4to,
History and Genealogy of Davenport Family from 1086
to 1850, New York, 1851. ‘
Hon, Thomas Kenyon, with Portrait, Askew Roberts,
Sh. Arch, Trans. Vol.1i.
Hulbert's Memoirs of an Eventful Life. 1852, 4to,
Musewm. 1822, Vol iv. 12mo.
Manual of Shropshire Biography,
. Antiquities, Castles, & 1830, Royal 8vo.
Iveland’s Picturesque Views on the Severn, 1824,
Vol ii.  8vo,
Its Early History and Antiquities, J, C. Anderson.
1860. Royal 8vo.
Its History and Antiquities, B. Botfield. 1860, 4to,
In Collectanea Archeeologica, p. 333.
Joseph Morris’s MSS,, Pedigrees, and Hist., Free School,
m the possession of E. (. Peele, Faq., Shrewsbury,
Legends eonnected with neighbourhood of the Corndon,
by T\, Wright in Trans, Caradoe Club, 1869.

»

¥
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SHROPSHIRE, List of Migh Sheriffs, 1647-1653, Brit. Mus. Add.
MS. 5832, f. 181.

List of Lovd Presidents of Marches of Wales, Brit. Mus.
Harl. MS, 368, f 181, Add. MS. 5485, £, 210.

Tocal Legends of, T. Wright, Collect, Archmol.,, 1-33.

Lords of Billingsley, by the Hon. and Rev. G T. O.

., Bridgeman. S‘{l. Axch. Trans,, Vol. i

Many Memoits of Shropshire Worthies, in Wood’s
Athense Oxonienses and Cooper’s Athenw Cantab-
rigienses.

Map by Moll. (2) by Roeque. 1752, (3) by Bowen, 1751,
(4) Baugh, "King’s Library Brit, Mus.

Map of, accuratly drawen and sett forth by ¢ S
(Christopher Saxton) corrected with some additions
by P. Lea. Plan of Shrewsbury in margin.

Mediseval Architecture of, Turner’s Domestic Architee-
ture, ii, 805, iii, 365.

Memoirs of Harley Family, Brit. Mus, Lansd. MS. 885,
£.8 -

Mineral Waters of, T. Wright. 1750. 8vo.

Monumen’;s and Arms in Chuvches, Add. MSS, 21,236,
21,237,

Murray’s Guide to. 1870. Sm, 8vo.

Mytton Manuscripts. Stanley Leighton, Collections
of Powysland Club, 1874-5. With Portrait of Col.
Mytton.

Names and Arms of Knights, Esquires, and Gentlemen
who appeared at the Visitation of Shropshire, in
1620, Brit. Mus. Harl. MS. 412,

Notes on the Castellated Structuves of, by E, Edwards,
1858, 4to,

Notes on Domesday, by Rev. R, W. Eyton, Sh, Arch.
Trans, Vol. 1,

On the Forest and the Clees by Rev, W. Purfon in
Trans. Severn Vall. Club, 1873.

On Roman Roads in Shropshire by A, T, Pelham in
Trans, Sev. V. Club, 1873,

Outline Map, Temp. Eliz, O. R, Libyr, Brit. Mus, Gent.
Mag, Lxxviil, 628, Ixxx, 1, 440

Parish Registers, by G. Moris, in Museum Library,
Shrewsbury.

Patviotism in 1798, by Askew Roberts. Sh, Arch.
Trans, Vol, 1

Pedigree of Carlos Family, of Bromhall, Staffordshire,
drawn up after 1784, Brit. Mus, Add, MS. 1484de,
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SuropsHIRE, Pedigree of Francis Henry Egerton, afterwards Earl
of Bridgewater, 12 Feb., 1806. Brit. Mus, Eg. MS. 66.
Pedigres of Family of Harley, See Drummond’s Noble

rit. Fam, parts 1 and 2.

Pedigree of Family of Hatton, civea 1360. Brit. Mus.
Add. MS. 19646.

Pedigree of Leighton,in New England Hist. and Gealog,
Reg. v. 166. vii 255,

Proverbs of, Ray, Grose, Fuller.

Randall’s Severn Valley, 8vo. 1868.

Rev. Edwd. Williams, MSS. in Brit. Mus,

Rev, T'ras, Leighton’s Collections in Bodleian.

Robert Titz Wimarch, by Rev. R. W, Eyton, Sh, Arch,
Trang., Vol. ii.

Roman Roads in, by Rev. A, T. Pelham, in ddowes's
Journal, 1869,

Ruckley Grange Estate, by I F.J, Vaughan. Sh, Arch,
Trang, Vol ii, |

Salopia Antiqua, C. H, Hartshorne. 1841, 8vo,

Salopian Magazine, Hulbert. 1815-7.

Select Views of Antiquities of, W, Pearson. 1806. 8vo.

Sheriffs of, J. B. Blakeway. 1831, Fo,

Speed’s Map of, Plan of Sﬁrewsbury in margin,

Stained Glags in St. Laurence’s Church, Ludlow, by
H. Pidgeon.

Stemmata Chicheleana. Oxford, 1765, 4to.  Supple-
ment. Oxford, 1775,

Stemmata Botevilliana, Memorials of the Family of
Botfield.  Norton Hall, 1843. 8vo. Privately
Printed. -

The Wealdmoors by Rev. W. Houghton in Trans, Sev. V,
Club, 1873, and publ. separate.

Tenants in Capite, temp. Edw, L, in Coll. Top. I,, part LTI,

Towns, 20 Hen, VIII, Archzologia, xii, 89-92.

Tymm's Topographer.

Valor Teclesiasticus, I1L, 186,

Various unpublished Ftchings of Churches, &e, in
Shropshive by James Parkes in possession of Rev,
W. A, Leighton.

W. A. Leighton’s MS., Shropshire Co'lections, Parish
Registers, Pedigrees, Monumental Inseriptions, &e,
8 vols.  4to.

W. A. TLeighton's MS,, Collections relative to Family of -
Leighton, of Shropshire, and Branches thronghout
England and Scotland. 1 vol. 4to.
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SHRoPSHIRE, W. A, Leighton's MS. Collections relating to Trade
Companies of Shrewsbury, 1 vol, 4o,
W. A. Leighton’s MS,, Transeripts of ancient Deeds and
other documents relating to Shropshire, 8 vols. 4to,
Acrox Burxenr, Account of Turner’s Dom. Axch, I 160,
168, 171, III, 403.
Antiquities of, by A. T. Pelham, in Trans. Severn Valley
Club. 1873.
Brags of Nicholas, Lord Burnel, 1382, in Boutell’s

Brasses.
Castle, View of, Gent. Mag, lxxxi, ii, 17,
» by Buck. 1731,

» by Orme. 1805,
Church, Fast End of, in the Building News, Oct. 13, 1871.
Jo, Arch. Inst, ii, 825-38.
AtBRREURY Cmumcl, View of, Gent. Mag., lxxxii, i, 9.
AvprrBUry, Old Parr, in Dickens’s Household Words, 1857.
Old Paxr, in Taylor's Life. Tondon, 1635
5 in Chambers’s Book of Days, with View of
Cottage.
Old Parr. in Cagsell’s World of Wonders, with Portrait.
»  in Thoms' Longevity of Man. 1873. Crown
8vo,
AvprrgaTow, Tomb at, Gent, Mag,, 1862, 314,
Arcuam CrurcH, View of, Gent, Mag., Ixxvi, 1001,
Journ, Brit. Arch, Assoe, xii, 219.
ArrTiNgaay, View of, 1799, Brit, Mus,
Hall, View of, in Neale's Seats.
Bascrurcn, by W, A, Leighton, in Reliquary, vol. vi,
Barrierierp Crurcn, View of, Gent. Mag, 1xii, 893, Soec.
Ant, Lond, Coll,
Church, View of before Restoration, by Jas, Sayer
1856.
Journal Brit. Avch, Assoe. xii, 214-5,
Stained Glass, Gent. Mag,, 1846, 377,
Sedilia, Archsol, xiv, 279.
Bentoarn Crurcr, and Hall, Journ. Arch. Assoc. xii, 50,
Gent, Mag. 1860, ix, NS,
Berwiox Mavison, with View, Gent, Mag, x, NS. 1838, 603.
Berwick, View of, 1815, Brit. Mus.
Bismor’s Casrie, Roman Pig of Lend, Gent. Mag. 1vi, 924,
View. 1, Eliz, Brit. Mus. Coll,
Brrreriey Crurch, described Gent. Mag., 1863, 98.
» Courr, Antiquities, Gent. Mag., 1865, 609.
Cross, in Rimmer’s Stone Crosses
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Boscosrn, Account of, by Rev, . G. De Bunsen. 16mo.
Towe, Shifnal, 1878.

Account of, by W. Parke, Wolverhampton., 1858

Prattinton MS. Soc, Antiq. Lond.

Boscobel Tracts, Blount, &e,

Guide to, by.d. Penderel-Brodhurst. Steen, Wolver-

hampton, 1867, _Sm. 8v0.

History of, by John Ha.%z, in St James's Mag,, 1849

Historieal Degeription of, b John Danvers, 4to. 1662.

Tecture on, by Rev, W, Dod d, about 18G0.

Novel by Ainsworth, 8vo. With views. 1872

Paper by R. W. Ralph, in Reliquary, Oct., 1874, and

Trans. Severn Vall, Club, 1873
View, by Walker, Brit. Mus, xxxvi, 24, 1.
View of Oak, Gent, Mag. 1xii, 118, lxxix, 108.
Brumpey Hiris, Rev. G. Sandford. Pow gland Coll, 1875.
By Probendary Davies, Ditto 1878.
BRIDGENORTH, View of Chureh, Geont. Mag., lxxi, 977.
Antiquities of, by Rev. G. Bellett. 1836, 12mo.
Bridge, View of, Soc. Ant, Tond. Coll.
Bailiffs, and Borough Seals, Archeol. xv,, 401, 380-389.
Castle, Grose’s Antiq, with View. 1774
Tigtory of Ancient Borough and Castle. 1821, ~ 12mo.
Tiermitage, by Hubert Smith,  Sh. Areh, Trans., Vol. i
On the name Bridgnorth, by W, P. Phillimore, Sh,Arch.
Trans., Vol 1

Tourists’ Guide to. 1875 12mo.

Views, by Buek, 1732, L. Wynne, 1774, Sandby,
1778, Favington. 1797, liams, 1789,

West Gate at, in Antiquarian Ttinerary, vol i.
BroseLey, Burning Spring at, 1711, Phil. Trans. v. 680.
BroMIIELD PRIORY, View of, Gent. Mag. Ixxxvi, ii, 209

' , in Gent Mag., 1816,
BuiLpwas Abbey, Architectural Antiquities, J. Britain, Vol. iv.
1324, dto. ‘
Account of, G M. Hilre Collect. Axchmol,, 99-112,
Account of, B. W. Eyton. 1858, 8vo. Jo. Arch.
Tnst., xv, 318

Account of, J. L Petit, 1858, 8vo. Jo. Arch. Inst. xv, 335.

Buek’s View, 1731,

Buildwas Abbey, by Rev. A, T. Pelham, in Trans,

Caradoc Club, 1869,
Farthquake, Effects of, 1773, & View, Brit. Mus, Coll.
Tour Minsters round the Wrekin, Mackenzie Walcott.
1877, dto.
Remarks on, Jo. Arch. Inst., xi, 146,
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Buripwas Abbey, Visit to, Journ, Brit, Arch, Assoc, xii, 48,
View, Grose Antiq., 1772,
Cavverrey CuurcH, with a View, Gent, Mag. 1822, ii, 489,
Cuexpy Lownevinne. Sh. Arch, Trans, Vol. i,
Crerwynp, Slab at, in Cutts’ Slabs, pl. 58.
CHURCH STRETTON, Geolo v of, by Rev. W, 8. Symonds, Sh,
Axch, Trans,, Vol. i,
Cree Hurs, Coal Mines, 1780, Gent. Mag. 1860, 473,
CLeoRURY MORTIMER, History of, by Mrs. Childe, 1874, 8vo,
Crive CHArEL, Gent, Mrg. Ixxxii, 1, 609, View.
House, Gent, Mag, Ixxxi, ii, 505, View,
Cruy AnD Pursrow, Map of, temp, Eliz, O. R, Libr, Brit, Musg,
Cruw Castik, View of, Gont, Mag. Ixiii, 17,
» Buck, 1731,
Documents relating to the Borough of, T, Salt. 1858 ,4t0.
Coarsroox DALE BRIDGE. View of, Gent, Mag. Ixii,
Many Prints in the King’s Library, Brit, Mus, 1758-1782,
Stoppage of River Severn near, 1773, by J. Fletcher.
1773, 8vo. )
Plan of Earthquake at the Birches neay Buildwas, 1773,
Account of this Earthquake in Edinburgh Fvening
Courant, 1778, .
Conpover, View of, 1800, Brit. Mus, Coll.
Monument of Judge Owen in Westminster Abbey,
CorveparLy, The Anglo-Saxons in, by T. Wright, in Once a
- Week, 1866.
Counp CHurcH, Gent, Mag. 1820, i, 201,
By D. Parkes, in Gent. Mag., 1820.
CRESSAGE, Account of Gent, Mag. 1852, ii, 58,
CrossmERE, Lost Bells of, Gent, Mag. 1864, 72,
Doppinaron, Deed relating to, Jo. Arch, Ingt, xxviil, 165,
Dupmaston, View of, Soe. Ant. Lond, Coll.
"Brresmerr, View of, Brit. Mus, Coll.
Eyron Housk, View of, Gent, Mag, Ixxxvi, i, 815,
Garacre Houss, View, Jo. Arch, [inst. viil, 815,
GryN, View of, (fent, Mag. lxxxiv, i, 217,
HapNarn CHaPur, View of, Gent, Mag. Ixxxii, i, 609,
Harsron, Tevans, View.
Hanwvs Spa, Medimval History of, Dr. Linden. 1768, 8vo,
Havms Owen Abbey, Views of, many in King’s Library, in
Seago, Green, Buek, Phillips, Gent. Mag. Ixix, 113,
Ixxviii, 577, Jo. Brit, Ach, Assoe, 1878,
Account of, Prattinton Coll. Soc. Ant, Lond,
Church, View of Gent, Mag. Ixxiii, 613, Soe. Ant,
Lond. Coll,
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Harzs Owen, 8. Kenelm's Chapel, View of, Gent, Mag. Ixvii, 738,
Lxxii, 1177, Brit, Mus. £ xxxvi, Green’s View, 1778,
S. Margaret’s Well, View of, Gent. Mag. Ixxvii, 809,
Shenstone’s School, View of Clent. Mag. lxv. 005,
Stone Coffin at, View of, Gent. Mag, Ixi. 1097,
Tiles at, Jo. Arch. Tnst. xxviii, 247,
View of, Soc. Ant. Tond, Coll.
,, Grose’s Antiq., 1775,
Havammonn Amsey, Turner's Dom, Arch. ii,, 307.
Bucl's View, 1731,
Four Minsters round the Wrekin, Mackenzie E, C,
Walcott, 1877, 4to,
Gent. Mag. Ixxxiii, ii, 539, Ixxxiv, i, 12,
Grose’s Antiquities Suppl, 1780,
H. Pidgeon, 1867. 8vo.
Journ. Brit. Arch, Assoc, xii, 218,
Memoir, Jo, Avch. Inst. xii, 396, .
3 2 n R' -‘V' Eytons Xﬁil 14{5'
Seal found, Gent. Mag., 1861, 656.
Tombstones of Fitzalans at, in Gent. Ma . 1825, and in
Cutts’ Sepul. Slabs, pl. 13,

Havanmonp CastiE, View of, 1815, Brit. Mus,

Haeuyoy, Extracts from Chartulary, and Tist of Abbots by
W. A, Leighton, in Nichols’ Collect, Topog. &e., and
in Arch, Trans, Shropshire, vol. i,  Brit, Mus. Haxl,

MBS, 2188 and 446,
Hawkestong, View of Pillar, Gent. Mag., Ixvii, 377.
Antiquities of, T. Rawdenhurst. 12mo. 1807 [1st
Adit,, 1784.]
Description of, by Rodenhurst, 1796, Sm. Svo.
Hermit of, by Charles Ash, 12mo, 1816.
Mason’s Description of, 1827, 8vo,
Salmon’s Beauties of, 1809, 12mo,

Hopngr Crurcn, with View, Gent. Mag., xci, 892,

Hoproy Casti, Buck’s View, 1781,

Huck’s Banr, View of, Gent. Mag, Ixxx, ii, 803,

IenrriELp, Tombstone at, Brit. Mus.

Kmvrer, House there, Jo. Arch. Inst, xxx, 96.

KinARDSEY AND Donyinarow, G Plaxton, Phil, Trans, v. 307,

Lanerey Hawr, Turner's Dom, Arch, iii, 365,

Lzasowes Priory View of, Gent, Mag. Ixv. 457, 1823, 105,

Account of, S, J, Pratt, 1814, 1Zmo,

Companion o, 1789, 12mo.

Gent. Mag,, 1823, 105,

Shenstone’s House, View of, Gent, Mag. lxxxi, i, 505,
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Lmasowes Priory, Urn, for Somerville, View of, Gent. Mag.,
Ixxnii, 809,

View of, by Jenkins; Il T. James ; Hearne, 1792,
T.ezRorwoon CHURcH, with View, Gent. Mag, 1831, 393.
Truiesaant CuorcH, by Rev. H G DeBunsen, Sh. Arch.

Trans,, Vol L
TiuiEsHULL ApsEy, B Jones, 1865, 8vo.

Buck’s View, 1731,

By Rev. R. W. Eyton, vol. 12, p. 229,

Txcerpta e Chartulario Brif, Mus. Harl, MS, 2060.

Font, Jo. Avch, Tnst. xi, 413,

Tour Minsters round the Wrekin, Mackenzie E. C.

Walcott., 1877, 4to.

(ent. Mag, Ixxxix, 1. B97.

Journ. Brit. Arch, Assoc, xii, 151, xvii, 265, 271, xv, 2656

Kerricl’s Sketch, Brit. Mus. Add. MSS. G750, fo. 140.

Memoir, Jo. Arch. Inst. xii, 228.

LinLey, Roman Villa at, Gent. Mag, 1856, ii, 500, Jowmn,
Brit. Arch, Assoc, xii, 213

LintEy Fomrp, Jo. Arch. Inst. xii, 210,

TLANVATR WATERDINE, Jo. Arch. Inst. 209, 404.

LoNaNor, View of, 1805, Brit, Mus. Coll. 1828, Gent. Mag.
xeviil: 11, front.,

Chapel, with View, Gent. Mag.. 1831, 393,

Church, in Gent, Mag, 1831
Luprow, Gent, Mag., Ixviii, 561,

Chumbrion Archseol. Association Meeting, 1851.

Castle, Aceount of W. Hodges. 1803, 8vo. [1st

Fdit.  1794.]
Castle, and its connection with the Marches, by Rev.
. Sandford. Sh. Arch, Trans., Vol i.
Castle, Views of, Stukeley, 1721 Hodges, 1728. Wright,
1812, Buek, 1731,
Castle, lxvii, 475, 761, 1xx, 958, Journ, Brit. Arch
Assoe,, xii, 159,
Castle, Turner’s Dom. Arch., 8L Chapel, ii, 305,
,  Plan of, Soc, Ant. Lond. Coll.
,  View of,Soe, Ant. Tond. Coll,, Grose’s Antiq. 1774,
., Account of Architectural Antiquities, Britton.
1824, 4do.

Clastle, Two Views, by Hearve, 1798. Fol,

Castle, Historieal and Descriptive Sketch of, 1848,

Castle, in Antiquarian Itinerary, vol. iv.

Church, Gent, Mag. lxxiv, 744, Isxviii, 1087, 1142,

Ixxix, 87, lxxxii, ii, 200.
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Luprow, Churchwardeny’ Accompts, T. Wright., 1868, Camd.,
Soe, Publ,  1¥Y79.
Church, View of, Gent. Mag., Ixxxii, ii, 209. West.
1860. Coll. Ant, Soc, Lond, .
Church, Historical Description of, Evans. 1860, 12mo,
Corve St., View of, Brit. Mus.
Description of, W. Bewley. 1811, 8vo,
Documents connected with the History of, R, H. Clive,
1841, 8vo,
Grey Friars, Avchmol, xxxix, 173-8. Restoration and
Plan, Coll, Soe, Ant. Lond,
Guide, 1808, 12mo,
Guide to, W. Felton. 1797, 12mo.
Handbook to. 1865, 8vo. 1878, S8vo.
History and Antiquities, T, Wright. 1822 and 1826,
12mo, 1843. 8vo, 1852
Palmers’ Giild, by Dr, Sparrow, Sh, Arch, Trans, Vol. i.
Sketches, by T. %Vright. 1867.  8vo,
St. John Baptist, Brit, Mus, Add, MS. 6276,
Views of, Published by Hodson, 1830, :
View (Deare’s) from Bridge at, 1766, Add. MS. Brit,
Mus, xxxvi.
MapzLey Wood, Perry’s Plan of lronworks, Brit. Mus. L0
XXXV,
Court, Sundial, Journ, Arch, Inst, xi, 418
MARKET Dravrown, J. R. Lee, 1861 S8vo.
MEeLvERLEY, Font, Jo, Arch. Inst, i, 161.
MEeorm Brack, Gent. Mag., Ixxvii, 807.
Description of Windows and Reredos in Chancel of
Chureh, 1871, S8vo.
MipprE, Antiquities of, R, Gough, 1834, Fo. New Edition,
Adnitt and Nawnton, Shrewsbury, 1875, 4to,
Castle, Turner’s Dom, Arch., ii, 306,
Mirurcnore Mavor Housr, View of, Soc. Ant. Lond. Coll,
Morrg, Forest of, Map, temp, Eliz,, O. R. Libr. Brit, Mus.
Morvrtir, Font, Jo, Arch, Inst, xii, 210,
MunsLow CHURCH, with View, Gent, Mag., 1839, 9,
NrscrLirrs, by T. M. Bayney,
Six Views of. TFolio,
Oswestry, Church of St. Oswald, Monumental Tnsoriptions, by
Stanley Leighton, M.P.  Collections of Powysland
Club, 1872, With West View of Exterior.
Church of St, Oswald, some Account of Restoration,
by Askew Roberts, Ditto 1875, With Autotype
View of Interior.
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Oswestry, Corporation Records, by Stanley Leighton. Sh.
Axel. Trans., Vol. il
Davies's MS. History, in Brit. Mus, 1635
History of the Church, Woodall and Venables, 1874,
With South View of Exterior in 1808, Sm. 4to,
History of, W, Price. 1816, 12mo.
Edwards, 1819, 8vo,
Cathrall, 1855, 8vo.
M in Ogwald’s Well, o Magazine, published by
&, Roberts, 1847-8,
Life of the Rev. James Owen, minister of the Old Chapel,
Oswestry. London: Lawrence, 1709. Sm. 8vo,
Map of Hundred, temp, Eliz, O. R. Libr, Brit, Mus,
Naturalists’ Field Club, Excursions of. Askew Roberts.
18G5, 8vo,
Oswald’s Well, View of. Geo. Yates. about 1825,
Reports of Society for Bettering Condition of Poor.
Edwards, 1812-17. 8vo.
Siege of Oswestry. Aceount of, in Bye-Gones, 1874,
Tetter to Lenthall. 1644,
" Two Great Vietories, 1664,
Tokens, by Askew Roberts. Sh, Arch. Trans, Vol. i
Topographical Description of, in Gent, Mag., 1810,
) » Universal Mag., 1757.
Trial of the Phipps’s for Forgery. Salter. 4to. 1789.
(Supposed to be the fist book ever printed in
Oswestry).
View of Oswestry from Shelf Bank, by T H. Buckler.
Boberts, 1853,
View of Church, Gent, Mag., Ixxx, i, 409.
View of Church, European Magazine, 1808
Where Did King Oswald Die? Dy Howel W, Lloyd, &e.
Sh. Arch, Trans,, Vol ii,
OxensorD, Turner's Dom. Arch,, iii, 365,
Parg HaLy, Sundial, Jo. Avch. Inst. xiii, 417.
By J. Rowland,
By Evans,
Praisa ﬁALL, Turner's Dom. Areh,, iii, 365.
PoxtEsBURY CHURCH, with View, Gent, Mag, 1827, 207,
Quarrorp CHURCH, View of, Gent. Mag., lxxxviii, 1, 17.
Roman Pigs of Lead found, Jo, Arch, Tnst, xvii, 32-34,
” Roads, Gent, Mag., 1862, 64,
RuvToN, Silver Mace, Jo. Arch. Inst, X, 263,
SuerTon OAX, View of, Gent. Mag, Ixxx, ii, 305, in Owen
and Blakeway's and Leighton’s Shrewsbury Guide,

H
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Patit, Colleet, Arch
Brit, Arch. Asg Xii, 150,

'y of in Collect Topog. Publ, Lip, Cam,
d, ix, 62
Abbey Pa,ush Chnreh & Bstate, m

Shiopsh Arch, Tmns.,
vol i, by W. A, Leighto
Abbey Ohurch, in Neale’s” Oluuohes 3 Dlates, 8vo,

bey, W, View, Buck, 1737, N W, 1

ew, |J, .'Buckler,
Bells of byD Davieg, Sh, Arch, Trans, o1 ii,
.S‘HREWSBURY Accoun, of Ancient Guildy and Shl ewsbury Shoy
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Shrewsbury in 1880.  Published by Hulbert.
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Tower 0f7 the Town Wall, View of, Gent. Mag. Ixxix,
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vol. xii, Gent, Mag., 1860,
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‘With the English and Coleham Bridges. Published by
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SroxmsAY CAsILE, Six Views of, by Mys, Stackhouse Acton, fo.
StrerroN, Gent. Mag, 1860, 467,
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ToxeN, Salop, 1667, Gent, Mag,, lxxviii, 1057.

Tong CHURCH, B. Botfield, 4to. Jo. Arch. Inst., ii, 1-13,
Castle, View of, Buck, 1731, Gent. Mag., 1863, 202,
Cagtle, in Neale’s Seats:

Head of Lady Vernon,1467,in Church,in Boutell's Brasses.
Vernon Effigy, Jo. Axch. Inst, xii, 208,
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WerLiNgroNy Crurcm, 1798, Brit. Mus, £ 19, 1.

WanLock Priory, Views of, and Seal, Gent. Mag., lxxvi, 1017
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xxix, 52, 104,

Prior's Lodge, Turner’s Dom, Arch, ii, 306, iii, 145,
366, 368.

Priory, in Antiquarian Itinerary, vol. ii.

Wron, History of, Rev. S, Garbett, 1818. 8vo.

Account of Dreadful Fire at, by Rev, 8. Garbett. 1802.
12mo.

WinpLEBURY, Jo. Arch. Inst., xxx, 183.

Warre Lapirs, View of, Gent. Mag, v, 89, Ixxix, 809, lv,

89, Ixx, 121, lxii, 893.
Gent. Mag,, 1863, 202,
Seal, Gent, Mag,, xlii, 281.
Wairerures, Narrative of the Fives in 1830-1, by Rev.
J. Evans, Whixall,

WarriiNeron, View of, Gent. Mag., lxxxiii, i 9, Ixxx, 1-617.
Castle, Gent. Mag., 1814, p. 105,

History of, by D. Davies. Oswestry, Edwards, About
1818, 3&2mo.

Winnorn Housk, View, Soc. Ant. Lond. Coll

Wrekmy, Cunp on, Jo. Arch, Inst., xvi, 56.

Attempt to Ascertain the Limits of the Horizon of,
Darton. 1824,
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Wreky From Wellington, View by W. Emans.

Guide to, with Map, 1862.

Hill, Chatelain’s View, 1748, Drit. Mus,
Wroxkrer, Ruins of Uriconium, T. Wright, 1859. 8vo.

H, M, Scarth, Jo. Avch. Inst., xvi, 53, xxi, 121
Archeologia, ix, 21, pl. xxii, and Soc. Ant. Lond. Coll.
Archwologia, ix, 323-8. :
Chureh and Monuments of, Rev, H. 3. Scarth, Arch, Soe.
Excavations at, Jo. Avch. Inst., xvi, 174, 215, 387, xvii,

b4, 78, 240, 269,

TFxeavations at, Arvch, Cambrensis, July and Oect., 1859.
Journal Brit, Areh, Assoc, xii, 161, 214, 218,
Pavements at, G, Maw, Arch, Soc.

Plan, by Davies, 1862, Soc, Ant, Lond. Coll.

Roman Coins found at, by G. Momis, in Eddowes’s

Journal, 1825 and 1826.

Roms and Turnips, in Dickens’s All the Year Round,

1859, :

Ruins of, by J. C. Anderson, 1867, 8vo.
Roman Engraved Stones at Uriconium, by T, Wright,
Seal with word TELIX, found at, in Gent. Mag.
Uriconium, Views of Excavations, Hypocaust and Relics,
in INustrated News of World, 1859,
Roman Wall of, by D. Parkes, 1812, in Gent. Mag.
Roman Cemetery of, by L. Wright, 8vo,
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Christopher Harcourt, Eaq., ob, 1474.:5-Jane, d. of Sir Miles
‘ Stapleton.

(Arms or, two hars gu).

Beotney, co. Kent.

. f
Sir 8imon Harcourt, ob. 1547.TAgnes, d. of Thos. Dairol of

|
Sir John Hareourt, ob. 1565=-Margaret, d. of Sir Wnn.

’ Baréntyne.

1

2
Mary, d. of Sir=F8ir Simon Harcourt, ob.=FGrace, d. of Humphrey
Fitzherbert, Esq., mary’d.
at Drayton, May 18th

Edward Aston, | 1577
of Tixhall.
‘ 1563.

|
Bir Walter Harcourt.
|

Ear} Harcourt.

Winifreid, d. of Sir
Simon  Harcourt,
hap. at Drayton,
Leicestershire,
March 3, 1564.

PEDIGREE OF

SIR W. LEIGHTON,

John Leighton, Bsy., of Leighton and ofs=Anchoretta, 2nd d. and co-h. of Bir John Burgh

Wattlesborongh, jure nxors.

of Willey, Knt.
horn 1456, ob. 1520.

of Wattleshorough, Knt., born 1435.

| .
Dorothy, & of Sir Thos. Lacon=8ir William Leighton, Knt., of==Margery, d. and co-h. of 8ir Fulk
Plash, co. Salop, jure uxoris,

fprencheaux, of Plash, Knt. She
was living 1470 and 1501-2,

David Onslow.

at Cardingion, 1607.

i .
Tsabetla, d. of Thomas Onslowe,s=William Leighton, Fsq., of Plash,=Ann, d. of Reginald Clorbet of
of London, Merchant, s. of | one of the Couneil of Marches of
Wales, temp. Elizabeth, and | born 1555
Chief Justice of North Wales,
Lord of Manor of Pontesbury,
432-44 Kliz., born 1533, ob. & bur.

Stoke, Esq., Justice of K. B.

Will at

Doctors’ Commons. 1608,

With Sketch Pedigree of the Barkers to show the contemporaneity of the two Judges.

John Barker, of Haghmon, jure uxoris==Elizabeth d. of Thos. Hill, and sister of Sir

Rowland Hill, Kut., first Protestant Lord
Mayer of London, in 1549,

l
James Barker, of Haghmon.s=Dorothy, &. of Richard Clive, of Styche,

| settlement, 1548

[

Cecelia d. of Francis==Rowland Barker, of==Cecilia d. of Richard Barker, lof Abbey=FDorothy, d. &
adm. Sir Edward Foregate, and of Nerton | coh.of William
Shrewsbury school, Leighton of co., Salop, born 1554, adm. | Poyner, of
1562, Burgess 1556, Waftlesbo-  Shrewsbury School 1562, [ Abbeyforgate,
ob. rough,widow Recorder of Shrewsbury, | gent., marr’d
of Wm. Jen- & Judge of N. Wales, | at Holy Cross

Charlton, of Apley, [ Haghmon,

marr’d 1574,

Sheriff

1599.

nings, of M.P.for Shrewsburyl1604, | 1583,
Wallebourne, bmr’d at Wroxeter 1636.
marn’d 1588, e

[
=Sir \IrVillia,m Leighton, Knt., Richard
of Plash, M.P. for Wen- Leighton.
lock, and called ** Junior,”
in 1801, author of ©“The
Teqres or Lainentations of
o sorrowfull Soule, set
forth by Sir Wra, Leighton
Ent.,one of His M. Hon'ble
Band of Pentioners. d4to.

1613 ;” see Brydge’s Dril.
Bibliog., 1, 378, Hawkins’s
Hist. of Music, 3, 534, and

4, 26.

|

Dorothy, married Ig.ichL.l'&lPrynee, of
Shrewshury.

Elinor, marr'd Thos, Lyster, of «——
co. Hereford.

Mary, marr’'d John Parry, of Poston, co.
Hereford.

Elizabeth, marr’d Edward Lutwyche &
had issue Mary, who warr’d Edward
Baldwyn,of Diddlebury, and kad issue
Gertrude, who married Robert Leigh-
ton, of Wattleshorongh.

|
Ursula, d. of —Wise-==Harcourt Leighton,
man and relict of Siv Plash, Esq,, 1623, wn-

Simon Harvey, Knt. der Cutlawry 9 & 10 Dauntesy,
(who died prior to Chas. 1.1683.4 0.5 p. Knb,osg. of Ely.
1630), o.8.p. Admon at bur'd at Cardington,

Hereford, 1670,

1668, Nov. 19th, Will
at Doctors’ Commons
1659. He was one of
the Commiftee with
the Parliamentary

Army, at Naseby, 14
June, 1645, Saturday.

| |
of==Elizabeth d. Dorothy Leighten Rebecca Leighton,
of 8ir John man'd ——m—

marr’d Rev. Wm.
Goodriche, of Izsle Rowe.

Henry Leighton.

Penelope Leighton, re-
presented on her father's
monument as a_chry-
som child im a shroud.




