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THE MUSHKEUM
IS LOCATED IN THE?

OLD FRER GRAMMAR SCHOOL BUILDINGS, SHREWSBURY

And ig at all times Ifroe,

Wangrary Suvalors of the Mlugeuny i—
PHANBEROGAMIC AND

YT . P— ,
CRYPTOGAMIC BOTANY } W. PHLLLIPS, Esq, W18, J.0

CONCHOLOGY - - - . - CHARLES F¥ORTEY, Esq.
GuoLoay - U. CALLAWAY, Esq, M.A., D.8e. (Lond), LGB
ENTOMOLOGY - - - - - - . M. SALT Ese.
NUMISMATICS, & - - - Hev. W. PARRY, D.CL
£00LOGY - - . - - - - - ( Vacani).
ARCHEQLOGY - . . Kev., T. AUDEN, M.A., F.8.A,
Fin: Arrs, & - - - . W. BEACALL, Esg., J.I,

The Counell of the Hociety respectfully request Donations of any
objects of interest relating to the County, especially Books, Prints,
Drawings, Coins, Prehistoric  Stone and Bronze Implements,
Specimens illustrating the Archeeology, Botany, Zoology, and -
Geology of the County, &o., &e,, for deposit in the Museur.

All Donatione will be duly ackrowledged.

LICHFIELD WILLS AND ADMINISTRATIONS.

The Council of the Shropshire Archmological and Natural History Society,
having deecided nob to continne the issme of the Calendars of Wills and
Administrations in the various Peculine Courts at Birmingham, Derby, and
Lichfield, since they do not relate to the County of Salop, nor of the Alpha-
betieal Index of names of tesbators to the whole series, beg to inform those
members who wish to completo their sets, that the Calendars of the above-
named Peculinrs and also_the Alph.abetical Index can be obtsined on

payment of five shillings. Names of intending gubscribers sheuld be senb to
the Rey. W. G. 1. Fletcher, 8t. bichael’s Vicarage, Shrewshury.
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Sir Richard Cave's letter to Prince Rupert, which
follows, is interesting in this connection, (The date is
erroneous. )

May it please your Highness,

I intended to have made use of Major Fox's and Sir
William Russell’s Horse, quartered near Shrewsbury, to go
through to your brother; but, half way there, I mot those
Horse coming this way, who told me the sad news of the loss
of Shrewsbury, which they say was betrayed by the townsmen,
Thers are some gentlemen come hither who were there after
the town was entered. Amongst others, Major Butler, in
coming he escaped after he was hurt.  The Castle is yet held
by the Governor; but, as they say, not at all provided with
vicbuals, T wish your brother had some experienced com.-
manders by him. I do not hear of any one but old Roan,
And now, I neither know myself, nor can I learn from others,
how T may possibly pass to your brother, I mean, God
willing, instantly to hire messengers at any price, to go to his
Highness, T have spoken with Sir Robert” Howard, and some
other gentlemen. They are agreed to use their power in
raising the country, if any considerable number come together,
I will wait upon the gentlemen, with such as will follow them
to Shrewsbury. It may work something if the Castle can but
hold out, as 1 hope it will.

I have not time to write in ciphers. If I had, I should say
move ; for all, besides this, is not so well as I could wish, nor
yet, I hope, so bad as some would make me believe, I shall
.adventure my letters to your brother to that purpose, as your
Highness commanded me, I am much unsatisfed in their
stay there where they are,

I am Sir
Your Highness’ most humble devoted Servant

Ludlow Teb, 15, 1645, Riorarp Cavel

Sir - Francis Ottley happened to be away from
Shrewsbury at the time it was taken ; but he was none
the less unfortunate, for, being engaged near the same
date, in raising forces for Prince Maurice, in the Hun-
dred of Brimstree, in company with Sir William
Whitmore, Sir Thomas Whitmore (his son), Mr. Owen,

b Warburbon's Prince Rupert, iii., 59,
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Mr, Fowler, Mr. Griffiths, and other Commissioners of
Array sitting at Apley Park, they were all surprised and
taken prisoners by Sie John Preen, one of Brereton’s
officers. The Prince had a very narrow escape on the
game occasion,

The next letter does not relate to Shropshive, though
none the less interesting from its being addressed to
Colonel Willinm Salusbury, whom I conceive to be
none other than the celebrated Hosannaw glexsion
(Blue Stockings}, the brave and porsistent defender of
Denbigh Castle.  As it would appear, the Colonel had
loft his command to attend upon Prince Maurice at
Worcester, with a regiment of horse, and Jonathan
Fdwards, whom I take to be his chaplain, feels it to be
his duty to send the Colonel a candid letter on the
state of the garrison.

Jonathan Edwards was the third son of John
Edwards of Wrexham, co. Denbigh. He matriculated
at Jesus College, Oxford, 8 February, 1632, aged 18;
took his B.A. 9 June, 1634; M.A. 24 April, 1637 ;
creatod B.D. November, 1642 ; and was appointed
Rector of Cathedine, co. Brecon. :

COXXIX, JONATHAN EDWARDS TO COLONEL SALUSBURY.
[7] 1644-5,
&

The Oppertunity of this Messenger to earry, and my
hope that you ave ab Worcester to receave, this letter
emboldens mee to present my service unto you, and acquaynt
you with the receipt of some lrs sent to you from the
Countrey, which I durst not send unto you, lest they might
miscarry by your romoval (for I am not certayn whether this
shall have the happizes to come to your hands) or Absence
from Worcester, 1 will keep them till I see or havo directon
from you. For newes from Cowt I refer you to the worthy
bearer sergeant Littleton (Hee can pleasure yott with more
Certayne Intelligence than T can),

At the Leaguer all in general are as well as pilgrims, or an
unsettld Colonye can bee, The sight doth often remember
mee what our fore fathers estate was, and what Christians estate
<hould be thought: never a clearer argument was presented
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to mine yes that they did, and wee doe, dwell in houses of
Clay. '

From your Owne Regiment, give my Affection and daty
leave to acquaynt you that they are not very well Contented
with your Absence; they say they wonder if they onely
should bee thought worthy to bee naglected and left desolate
and like that beast they fight against, without a head. They
Suspect their worth and Service, and are sorry if after so
much travell and hazard and widowship endured, they should
still keep together to have a few horse untryed, they say not
unworthy (that as yet must bee testified by their succesful
valour) preferred and followed before them. = That they find
not your promise performed that they should go no further
than your selfe went and that you would not leave them for
any interest : when they Conceave diverse Pretences have been
sought and invented to separate and keep you from them.
These murmurings are the same they daily vent, and if your
returne doth not prevent it you shall find them executed” and
burned to a Desolation; your regiment will bee go thin that
yow will hardly conceave them a Commanded Company of
your former Regiment which in your absence is likelyer to fall
in, if your Major leaves you fo bee Leift: Colonel in the
Western Expedition.

My nature was never so servile as to flatter, and my engage-
ment to you to great to Coneeale from you what concerns your
Reputation, and therefore I must and will take the Boldness
to tell, you are strangely [sic] Censured for quitting the
Command of such s regiment to follow a single troop (for that
you wayted on Prince Maurice excuses not with many), You
know best what is at stake, and I am assured your Judegment
will direct you to Pursue your honour, and T hope your noble-
ness will pardon my boldnes in acquainting you with what I
am sorry to heare, and should bee more sorry.to see, With
my prayers to God for your health and safo (and I hope)
sudden returne, I rest, Sir,

Y’rs as I am Obliged to serve you

To the Hone Uolonel JonarH: EpwAnDs,
Salusbury, these,

Some time within the interval of five months which
had elapsed since Siv Francis was taken prisoner, and
the date of the next letter, he had succeeded in
obtaining his liberty.
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CCUXXX, PRINCE MAURICES ORDER TO GOVERNORS AND GAR-
RISONS TO PROVIDE ACCOMMODATION FOR SIR FRANCIS OTTLEY,

1645,

Tior as much as §¢ Ffrancis Oateley Knight high Sherrifte
for the County of Salop is, by Speciall direction from his Maty
to raise the Posse of thai County and to perform other
Services of great and weighty Concernment whereby hee will
bee required in discharge of his duty to bee in severall parts
of that County, And to the end hee may bee well accomodated
w' quarter befitting his Quallity, and Employment, These are
to will & require you to provide & furnish the said 8 Ffrancig
Oately Knt and his Retinue with good Quatters during his
residénce in your Garrison for dispateh of his Ma® Affayres,
Hereof you may in noe wise fayle Given att Worcester this

24t day of July 1645.

To all Govern™ of Garrisons
Officers Quarter M™ & others
whom it doth or may Concerne,

About the 30th of July, the Scottish army had
entered Herefordshive, and was approaching the capital
under David Lesley, Harl of Leven. Immediabe steps
were taken to raise the posse comitatus, with a view of
relieving Heveford. The effort ended in failure, The
country was tired of war} The following is a copy of
o letter addressed to the county by Sir Barnabas
Scudamore, the High Sheriff.

COXXXI RAISING THE POSSE COMITATUS IN HEREFORDSHIRE,
1645,

A Coppie of the I're from ye H. Sheriff and Govr'ne’ both
of the Cittie and County of Hereff. declaring his resolucon
in Raysing ye posse of ye County. :

It beinge with greate and serious deliberacon consulted and
advised of, by ye gentlemen of this County now resident in
and aboutd this Cittie, and p'sonally aetive 1n his Ma'ts p'sent
service, how the best and rediest way might bee for the
effecting of his Ma’ts Comaunds, and ye Advanceinge ye true
p'testant Religion, the safetie of this County, ye freeing them.-
selves from yo slavery of ye Scotch, who doe now invade this

1 Qardiner, if., 1. 285,
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Connty with » powerful Armie, They have therefore for ye
preventing of this soe greate a dainger and ruine to this
Kingdome, unanimously joyned together as one man, and
have to that end envited you and the rest of the gentrie of
this Countie, with their sonnes and servants to bee in ye best
equipance you cann both with horse and Armes ab ye generall
meeting on Thursday next in Wigmarsh-sho by Tenn of the
Clocke in ye morning being the last of this instant July, where
wee shall meete with you and resolve of o speedy course for ye
ffveeing our selves from this distraction now likely to fall wpon
us, and that none mny pretend excuse in this greate tyme of
necessitie for conveninge upon that day I doe further declare
unto you ye ntencons and resolucons of these gentlemen, that
whosoevor shall absont himselfe from that appearance (it not
proved on oath to bee sicke or debillitated })y nge or some
warrantable or just exeuse nof only for his absence out of this
County, but_from ye place of meeting), shalbe esteemed a
newtrall and disloyall Subject, and remembered to sll A
disafected p'son toye safety and welfare of this County, in
which hee must expect noe long existence, And that there
might bee a cleare understanding of this theire resolucon, it is
desired by them that all private differences whatsoever may
bee lnyd aparte, and that wee joyne together unanimously in
soe good and pious a woorke, I'shall not faile my selfe with ye
best power I have to attend you there, and doe further
engadge my selfe unto you (having recentment of the ever-
lasting' dishonor which wilbe recorded upon this nation if ye
Seoteh prevaile) that to the best of my skill and power I will
live and die a servante to my Country and a true affectionate
friend to all that shall joyne herein, This is a dutie befitts mee
in a business of soe high a natwre. I am desired to publish
unto you they discerning ve small effects which ensue by his
Ma'ts Comaund for sumizoninge ye Posse And therefore doe
resolve with ye assistance of God to goe through with this
woorke, whereunto wee expect your utmost endeavours, and
alsoe that you will prompte it to all ye rest of your Gentlemen
your Neighbours. And soe T rest :
Your asured Loving friend
and Servaunte,
[BARNABUS ScupAMORT],

CCXXXII COMMISSIONERS OF ASSOCIATION

1645,

For our honored Freinds & Francis Oatley, Kt Irigh Sheriff
of ye County of Salop, 8* Thomas Woolrich S* Edward Acton
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and S Thomas Edwards and y® rest of y® Comissioners of ye
Association for y¢ County of Salop.
GENTLEMER.

Lt hath pleased his Mat uppon y* humble Desire of y©
Gentree of this Conntie of Stafford to comand that y* Comis-
sion nf Association should bee wi all dilligence put in
execution eoncenving it the fittest redresse for the greevances
of each Countie, & y® proeuring of a happy Peace. ‘Hig Matte
hath comatnded S Robert Howard, S, William Russell & 5t
Walter Pye, to stay behind him & attend uppo' the service as

- well heere as in theire owne Cuntrys: Wee are confident ot
yo! concurrenee to prepare yo© Cuntrie for his Mat*s service &
fheive owne safeties & uppon notice from yo® that yo© desire
any of of assistance wee shalbee ready to walte uppo’ yo' as

Lichfeild 16th August 1645
: Yoo assured freinds & servanis

Qr Wdward Acton and other LouauBorOUGH
Gont of yor Countie are put Wa: AsTON
into ye Comission of Associa- Ro: HowirD
tion, Mr Weaver can give yo' Wirr: RUSSELL

there names. T, Bagor Roperr WOLSLEY
H. Arehbold Joun HArpUR
Salop. Ric. Dvyog

GuoreE Dicey, WAL Pye.

Hesry Hastings, - Lorp LOUGHBOROUGH,— On
June 17th, 1645 (three days after the batble of
Naseby) he surrendered Leicester to the Parliamentary
army, which had been taken and sacked by Rupert
only eighteen days previously. The next day he retired
to Ashby Castle, which was closely besieged, On the
98th of February following (1646), articles of agreement
were entered into between Col. Hastings, Governor of
Ashby, and Col. Needham, Governor of Leicester, for
the surrender and sleighting of Ashby Castle. Hastings
was to leave Ashby (after the sleighting) and march to
Bridgnorth or Worcester, with colours, trumpets, and
drums, &, In November, 1648, Parliament ordered
that Ashby Castle should be demolished. Hastings
survived the Protectorate, and on the Restoration was
made Lord Lisutenant of Leicestershive, e then lived
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at Loughborough Houge, Lambeth, His will, dated
L August, 1665, was proved P.C.C. 15 and 18 May,
1667 (62 Carr). He died, unmarried, in January, 1666,
and was buried in St, George’s Chapel at Windsor
Castle, near the body of his great-uncle, Edward, T.ord
Loughborough, [W. G. D, F.),

S Warrer Astoy, the eldest son of Sir Walter
Aston of Tixall, co. Stafford, K.B, and Bart, , and
created Lord Aston of Forfar 1628, and died 1639, by
his wife Gertrude, daughter of Sir Thomas Sadler of
Standon, co. Herts. Fe succeeded as 2nd Bart. and
Peor, and inherited Standon under the will of hig
uncle, Ralph Sadler, Esq., in 1660. He was staunch
and gallant supporter of the royal cause during the
Civil Wars, He married in 1629, Mary, second
daughter of Richard, Lord Weston, Lord High Treasurer
of England, Earl of Portland, K.G. Mo died 23 April,
1678, leaving four sons and five daughters, (Burke’s
Fxiinct Peerage, Vas. Staff, 1663). [W.G. D, F.]

Sir WiLLIam Russerr, of Strensham, co, Worcester,
Ist Baronet, Governor of Worcester, (see 1xII,
note). He wmarried Frances, daughter of Sir Thomas
Read, of Brockett Hall, co. Herts, Kut., and had
eight sons and three daughters, He died 30th
November, 1669, and was buried at Strensham, where
is a monument to his remory, on which is g long
inscription, of which this forms a part :i—

Vir fuit , . . | egregia erga regem temporibug
iniquissimis fide nec eapitis periculo, nee
magna vei familiaris jactura ungquam coneussus,

H. Bagor, Hervey Bagot, born 8th Hebruary, 1590,
Created Bart. 30th May, 8 Charles I.  Died 27th Dec,,
1652.  Married 1st, Catherine, daughter of Humphrey
Adderley, of Weddington; and secondly, Anhe,daughter
of Sir Clement Fisher, of Packington, Knight, and
widow of Sir Thomas Dilke, of Maxstoke, Knt,, and
had five sons. e was son of Walter Bagot, of Blyth-
field, by Elizabeth, daughter of Roger Cave, of Stam-
ford, Esq. (See Vs, Staff, 1663).  [W. G. D, FJ
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qrr Roserr WorskLey, Bart, Son of John Wolseley
of Morton, co. Stafford, by Isabell, daughter of John
Porter, of Stallington, co. Staff. ; created a Baronet
24th Nov., 1628; married Mary, daughter of Sir
George Wroughton, of Wilcot, co. Wilts, and had
issue three sons and thres daughters. Clerk to the
Patent Office in Chancery. (See Vis. Staff., 1663).
[W. G. D. F.]

Qrr JorN HARPUR, of Calke, co. Derby, 2nd Baronet,
son of Sir John Harpur, of Calke, 1st Baronet, by
Barbara, daughter of Anthony Faunt, of Foston, co.
Leicester, Hsq. He was Sheriff of Derbyshire in 16403
married Susan West, and died cir. 1669, aged 53,
(Glover's Derbyshire, vol. il p. 185). [W.G. D. F.]

Str Rrcmarp Dvor, Knight, son and heir of
Anthony Dyot, Esq., by Catharine, daughter of John
Harcourt, of Rownton Abbey, co. Stafford, Esq.,
“one of the councell to King Charles L, in his Court
at York, tor the northern part of his realme ; Chancellor
to the Bishop of Durham for that county palatine, and
steward of this city” (s.e. Lichfield). He matried
Dorothy, daughter and heiress of Richard Donnington,
of Stafford, and had issue six sons. St Mary's
Register, Lichfield, says: ‘‘ 1659-60, Mar: 8. Sir Rd.
Dyot, Knt, bur.” The Visitation of Stafford, 1663,
says, he « died 8 Martii 1659,” from which it might be
inforred that he died, and was buried the same day.

GroreE DigrY, of Sandon, co, Stafford, Esq., 2nd
son of Everard Digby, of Tilton, co. Leicester, Esq., by
Mary, daughter and heiress of Francis Neale, of
Prestwold, co. Leicester, HEsq. He bhought Sandon
from his half-brother, Sampson Erdeswich of Sandon ;
married Mary, danghter of Sir Walter Chetwynd, of
Ingestre, co. Staftord, Knt., and had a son who died an
infant, and four danghters, of whom the only surviving
oue, Jane, married Charles Lord Gorard.  (Vis. Stafl.
1663). He paid for his composition .£1440,

Hexry Amcmporp, of Lichfield, Xsq., L.L.D.,
Registrar and Chancellor to the Bishop of Lichfield and
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Coventry; was knighted at Whitehall, 21gt November,
1670.  He paid for his composition £186 10g,

In which parish the Mynd ig situated ; but where the
son was buried is unknown, When the Parliament
began to issue commissions of Lovrds-Lioutenants and
Deputy-Lieutenants, independent of the King, Sir
Walter Pye wag appointed one of the latter for co.
Bedford, instead of Hereford, where he resided, and
where hig property and influence were greater, a stroke
of policy, it is thought, by which to divert his influence
in another direction, But he took the earliest oppor-
tunity, in common with the leading gentry of Hereford-
shire, of declaring for the King, who appointed him a

ommissioner of Array, and to the command of
regiment.,  When Waller laid siege to Hereford, in
1643, which surrendered on the 24th of April, Sir
Valter Pye, with others, was taken prisoner, and
conveyed to Bristol, and confined to the castle, but
regained hig liberty in the following June,  T13g name
appears in the list of persons who were at Ox ford when
the articles of surrender were agreed upon, June 22nd,
1646, and desired and obtained four lotters for com.
pounding for his ostates, in the counties of Bucks,
Hereford, Brecknosk and Radnor, Hig moated residence,
a few miles from Hereford, being capable of defence,

part in the war,

Captain George Mainwaring, mentioneg in the follow-
ing order of Prince Rupert, was the thirg son of Sip
George Mainwaring, of Tghtfield, co, Salop, Knt,, and
brother of Sir Arthur Mainwaring, of the same place,
carver to the Prince of Waleg, Tong Qastle wag twice
occupied by the Royalists, on the second occasion, April
oth, 1644" From “the letter below, it appears that

Vol. VITL, 244 &
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Captain Mainwaring’s command did not begin till the
18th July, in that year, and ended with October 31st,
This last date appears to be i nconsistent with Symmons’s
statement, that Tong was burnt by the Prince when he
dyew out the garrison to the battle of York, which was
in May. It was Capt. Mainwaring’s misfortune to be
taken prigoner ab the capture of Shrewsbury, and we
hear nothing more about him til} this mention of him:
by the Prince. He was admitted of Brazenose College,

Oxford, Nov. 19, 1602, ®t. 15.

CUXXXIL PRINCE RUPERT'S ORDER TO PAY CAPTAIN
G. MAINWARING'S ARBEARS,

: 1645,
GENTLEMEN

1tt is knowne to you that Captaine George Mainwaring,
A Gentleman of yo* owne Countrey did some time Com’and In
cheife att Tongue Castle, And itf is by him signified toms
ghat, in Regard there was noe Established pay for the com’and,
Tle was & still is unrecompenced for his Services, L Desire you
that he be paid out of the next contribucon comeing to the
Garrison of Bridge North, after the proportion of five poundes
a week for tho time of his Continuance in that Com'and, being
from the 18% of July to the last of October 1644, By which he.
may be Encouraged and Enabled to apply himself to hig Ma'®
fariher Service, either in your parts, or where else he shall be

Required,

Worcester 3 Dect 1645, I rest
Yot Treind:
Toy che Gentlemen, Com™ of ‘ " RUPERT.

the Countie of Salop, Resident
in Bridgenorth, these.

COXEXIV, EDWARD OWEN TO SIR FRANCIS OTTLEY.
1645,
BIR
You must neaeds forgive me if T be troublesome unto
you in desiveing some releifs from you after my long imprison-
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ment, what you can conveniently spare I desire may be sent
me by this bearer, and I shall ever remain

Stafford the 10 Your humbie Servant
Oct: 1645 Enw: Owazn,
To my most honored
Friend 8* Franeis Ottley Knt,
and Coll:
these present,

The writer of the above wag Lieut.-Colonel Edward
Owen, second son of Sir William Owen of Condover,
Knt.,, by his wife Ellena, daughter of Sir Robert
Needham of Shavington, Knt. He was born 15 May,
1623, and must have obtajned through his family
influence rapid promotion to have been a Lieut.-Colonel
80 young. He was the “Ned Owen ” whom Tom
Eyton tells us (Letter L1v.) lost some of his men at
Whitchureh in 1643, when the Roundheads from
Nantwich sent out a foree to beat up their quarters,
He married Martha, danghter of Thomas Owen of
Salop, relict of Edward Leighton of Wattlesborough,
He was made prisoner at the taking of Shrewsbury,
and had remained so up to the date of this letter,. The
sum he paid for his composition was £207.

There are but few events to record in the military
history of Shropshire during the past year.  After
Shrewsbury was secured by the Parliament army,
vigorous efforts were made by it to reduce the smaller
Royal garrisons. Siege was laid to High Ereall, but
after continuing a fortnight, the attempt was abandoned,
not, before they had sustained serious losses. It was
a strongly built residence, enclosed by a broad moat,
and held with great gallantry by the defenders, April
17th, they lost Longford House, a seat of the Far] of
Shrewsbury, taken by Prince Rupert. On the 24th,
Col. Birch invested Ludlow, but in a short time with-
drew without accomplishing anything, On the 7th
May, the King left Oxford, with about 1 1,000 men, and
passed through Droitwich on hig way towards Chester.
He slept at Chetwynd, the seat of the Pigotts, on the
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20th, situated about two miles from Newport. Two
rooms that he occupied are still shown in the older
portion of the house, one of which looks out upon the
Churchyard. On the 21st, while the army was resting
after the long marches, a force under Sir Marmaduke
Tangdale, Major General, was despatehed by night to
surprise Wem, and said to have had but 150 men in it,
but the enterprise was a failure. The King proceeded
to Drayton, and while bere, news arrived on the 22nd
that Brereton, alarmed at the approach of the Royal
army, had withdrawn from before Chester. This
‘nduced the King to alter his course into Staffordshire.
The Parliament forces at Shrewsbury were more
successful in some of their other attempts to reduce the
petty garrisons, On the 8th of June, they captured
Stokesay Castle,which belonged to Lord Craven,situated
at the junction of several roads, commanding an im-
portant position. Un the 28rd, Caus Castle surrendered
to them, and on the 929th, Shrawardine Castle. A
fortnight before this date the Dbattle of Naseby was
fought, in which the King's army was defeated, and his
correspondence seized. Un the 8th July, Lilleshall
Fouse was taken by the Parliament, and High Facall
was again beseb, but they were routed by Colonel
Vaughan, and Maurice states that ¢ in their retreat
the Parl, forces burnt Routon and Shraden Castles,”
by which he must mean after their retreat, as neither of
these places lies between High Ercall and Shrewsbury.

On the 7th of August, the King, on his way from
Brecknockshive and Radnorshire, was again in this
county ; and finally in September, after the Battle of
Rowton Heath.

The only garrisons remaining to the King were
Ludlow, Bridgnorth and High Excall

1646.

Sir Jacob Asteley, created a Baron Nov., 1644, was
the son of Isanc Asteley of Melton Clonstable, Norfolk,
and commenced his military training in the Netherlands.
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He took up the royal cause in the Cjvil War with great
zeal ; was wounded at Fdgehill ; present at the siege
of Gloucester, where he commanded g, division, and
when Issex, after relieving that city had fought the
battle of Newbury (20th Sept., 1643), and had continued
his retreat to London, Sir Jacoh Possessed himgelf of
Reading. In 1644 he assisted Lord Hopton in the
tapture of Arundel, and sharved in the defeat of Alreg.
ford 29th March, In the second battle of Newbury
(27th Oct.) Asteley commanded the infantry in the
ing’s escape from Oxford, when the ariny of Fggex
and Waller were closing on the city, At Naseby
(14th June, 1645) the main body of the foot wag led
by Lord Asteley. He was routed at Stow-in~the-WoId,
2lst March, I'sds, whete he made his  memorab]s
remark to hig captors, some of whom brought the old
soldier a drum to sit upon: ““ You have now done your
work and may go to play, unless you wil] fall out amon
yowrselves,” * At the time of writing these lettayg that
follow he was endeavouring to rajse forces for the peljef
of Chester, and +o set in order the fow disorga,nised
garrisons that remained to the King in Shropshire,
But the game wag virtually played out, ang neither
sotrage nor skill could recover the lost fortune of the
King,” Lord Asteley died in 1652, at the age of 73,1

COXXXV, LORD ASTELEY TO gIp FRANCIS OTTLEY,

. 1645-6,
GENTLEMEN

I have received both yorof the Tth & gth of 111 instant,
& am very sorry that I ean mees with, no Guarison freg from
such like distempers ; I wonder not a little that Qr Lewis Kirke
should expresse such violence, & Oppose o directiong concern-
ing Mr, Andrewes, & have the Guarison in sych disorder; fop
the present [ can say little, bus Pray yo' most vigilent, eqpe &
circumspection in Preservation of the Place, the onemy heing
busy, & having Designes upon that & every Guarison hepe.

ﬁ_m___—__.—-__ﬁ_ﬁﬁ ——— .

1 Dict, Nu, Hiog., e,
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abouts, And T shall make all possible gpeed to yo© that I ean,

in the interim I rest
‘ Gentlemen

104 Jany 1645. Yor faithfull freind & humble servt

Jacop ASTELEY.
For my honoured freind
o ffrancis Oately High Sherriff 1 of Snlop & others
his Ma® Com’issioners for the County at Bridgnorth,

CCXXXVI, LORD ASTELEY TO THE SAME.

1645-6.
NoBLE SIR

I am through the various disternpers in all these
Guarisons enforced (as you see) to gravell upp & downe to pub
them in a postuxe of defence, & compose the differences
occasioned amongst the Governo'® & those who relate to the
(3uarison. This travellinge hath drayned my purse, 8o that 1
must request yo© furtherance in collecting & preparinge for
mee, against my coming o Pridgnorth my allowance for my
subsistance: I shall make all possible speed to yo% in the
mean while I doubs not of yo Assistance to my request, &
best care of his Ma® service, and 80 wishinge a good meeting [
rest
Tichfeild 10 Jan Yor Most humble Sexvt
1645 Jacop. ASTELEY

For my honoured freind
o Tpancis Oateley K* High Sherife of
the County of Salop these.

COXXXVIL NICHOLAS ANNOVER TO THE SAME,

1645-6
s '

T understand that one Thomas Powell souldier under
Captaine Whiniard [or Whimard] hath taken away a bay
mave of Rowland Malkin of Kenlye, one of my Lord Newport's
tennants, whoe payes his contribusion to Bridguorth; my
yequest unto you is that you would be favourably pleased to
cause the Souldier to restore the Mare to the owner,hee being

e

1 No new Sheriff had been appointed by the King in the place of
Sir Fraacls Ottley. The Parliament at Westminster re-sppoinbed
Mytton the 954h September, 1645, for this year:
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& man altogether umable to bear such losses; this being
graunted [ will oblidge my seife to remaine

High Ereall! 15 Jan, Yo't humble servant

1643, _ Nicnoras Annovir
To the right wor'll & his
honourd firiend 8¢ firancis Oateley Knt,

COXXXVIIL LORD ASTELEY TO THE COMMISSIONERS OF
BRIDGKORTH,

. 1645-6,
GENTLEMEN

I have received an Express lately from my Lord Byron
declaringe the great extremity Chester is reduced unto; & I
have received severall Com’ands from his Mat® to endeav' the
raysing of the seidge, and render that citty veliofe, I have
sent unto all Guarisons adjacent to supply all horse & foote
that can.be spared wth safety to them, I have appointed the
Rendesvous of all the forces that can be raysed at Bridgnorth
the 27 of this instant ; I shall desire you also that yo' would
prepare all the horse & foote that possibly may be spared out
of Bridgnorth (we T hope will bee 100 Horse & 60 foote at
Least:) to be in readinesse to march at the time appointed, My
Lo, of Ormond writes that upon the first W esterly Winds (wé
happened yesterday) he had. in readiness to transport - fro’
Treland 3000 foote well armed, I.am also promiged. 800 horse
& foote in North Wales by the TLord Byron; I shall hope by
this means to doe the worke, and doibt not but every man of
honour wiil contribute their best, Assistance herein, T desire
also yo? would advance them 14 days paye for their reliefo or
Vietuals at least. I Suppose to see yo' before that time, not
doubting of yo* vigellence & care in all things T rest, -

Gentlemen B
‘Yo Most humble servant

17.J anuary 1645, JAcOoB ASTRLEY.

CCXXXTX, LORD ASTELEY TO BIR FRANCIS OTTLEY.

1645-6.
S
I receaved y* Lre and intend, God willinge, to be with
you ab Bridgnorth upon firyday next where I shall endeavour
what T can to settle all distractions, and to that purpose have
Mm

1714 capitulated to the Parliament in the March fo}[owing.
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sent to Ludlowe for them there to meete, I shall desire yo
gelfe and the rest that they will p'vide good accommodations of
p'visions and Quarters acainst the 27'* of this Month, for the
Generall Rendevous at Brignorth; the number will bee two
thousand horse and fifteen hundred foote. I shall also desire
you wili Against that tyme p'vide the moneyes due for my
entertaynment for then I shall have great oceasion to use the
same, And so expecting yor dilligence and care therein I rest

Dudley Castle 20 Yor very loveing frend
Januarie 1645 JacoB ASTELEY.

You are in the meane tyme to p'vide for Colenel Moulsworth
and his Companie.

for francis Ottley Knight High Sheriffe of the Countie of
Salop.

Richard Wicksted, Clerk in Holy Orders, son of
Thomas Wicksted of Shrewsbury, was born in that
town, and baptized at St. Chad’s, April 16th, 1619;
admitted of Shrewsbury School, June 6th, 1631, at the
age of 12, e married Sarah Lutwich, daughter of
Fdward Lutwich, Esq. (who died 1038), at Bridgnorth,
Jany. 20th, 1639. Of his university course and early
preferments, 1 have found no account, but he appears
as Rector of Harley in 1650, where his wife died, and
was buried August 28th, 1652. He survived her seven
years, and was buried at the same place Nov. 19th, 1659,
At the time of writing the two letters, he was under
arrest at Ludlow for not having pad his arrears of
money levied on him in the Hundred of Condover,
Harley being in the Cound division of that Hundred.
He appears to have remained in Ludlow till March
13th, 1646-7, for at that date he was admitted a
Burgess of the town, if it be the same person ; and the
town being then in the hands of the Parliament points
to his having a leaning to Puritanism. During the
Commonwealth, his son Richard was apprenticed to
Rowland Jenks, of Shrewsbury, Apothecary, for seven
years, commerncing in 1658, the year before the death
ot his father. In the Roll of the Ironmongers’ Company,
with which the Apothecaries were agsociated, the father
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is described as “ Richard Wicksteed, Minister of God’s
word at Harly,” The son obtained his Freedom in
1665, and received apprentices of the game name, and
presumably connexions of his family, from Cheshire,
and the north part ef Shropshire,

-CUXL. RICHARD WICKSTED TO SIR FRANOIS OTTLEY,

1645-6.
Nonrr Sin

After the presentation of my humble Service—It is the
time wherein 1 beseech you to be active both for myself and
Neighbounrs for our enlargement ; which we shall not easily pro-
eurs but by my Lord Ashley [sic], whose expectation here we
are glad to hear of, and desire it may be speadily found by us:
His Mates order hath been read to us by 8¢ Tho: Hdwards,
wherein it appsars that some Suggestion hath been made of
the contribution of Condover Hundred bhat it hath been paid
formerly to this Garrison; but what trath there g in that you
vety well know; upon that Order we are detained, and without
the payment of the Money (which we cannot doe) we have no
hope of liberty: what is remaining unpaid to you of the
Arrears, if you ‘send your discharge I shall not, fail %o give you
content ; for it seemeth by some whom I haye used to sound
Sr Michael Woodhouse, that he will not demand the same
twice, if paid to you : and yet some who have paid you all do
nevertheless find small effect of that Speech : 8 be you pleased
to use your power with my Lord Ashley to right yourself and
your Garrison; and I doabt not but S Lewis Kirke and the
Gentlemen whom it concerneth in your Garrison will® Assist
you, for mine own part I cannot obey his Mate command in
sticking to my plage if this course be held, for T have searce
bread to maintain myself my wife and family ; Lieut® Col;
Slaughter hath shewed himself an honest Gen{: in writing to
5° W™ Vaughan of this Business: we a3 yet know not what it
will work: but however it is I will be faithfull to you in the
cause, and will suffer much, that [ may show myself to be Sir

Your poor Neighbour

but true Servant .
Ludlow Janw 21° 1645 Ri: Wicksrrp,

Col: D'avilier cometh upon us for Horse and Arms, which I
- believe are to be raised for you, not for him, ag ig pretended ; I
Yol VIIL, 2nd S, MM
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‘pray let your Qepyant Ned Evang gend a copy hither to us of

your Warrant.
For the Rt Wor!! my nouch honord

Sir Francis Ottley Knt high Sheriff of

©  the County of Salop p'sent these
wt spead.

0CXT1 RICHARD WIOESTED TO SIR FRANCIS OTTLEY,
- 1645-6.

NosLE S" :
Since my last of yesterday ; 1 find, and it is feared
amongst us, that the hundred of Condover wilbe called upon
to make up the summ of £900 which Sir M: Woodhouse
gaith he lent to Prince Manrice, and had power given him to
. levy it upon the Country ; bub I see no order for it, nor when
it is to be levied ; if anie where, it i8 probable that it is to be
“done in those places which are under the Contribucon of
Tudlow, which Condover hundred never was: Anie pretence
will serve to charge us, and to keep us poore: But, Sir, 1t is
_ my humble snite to your selfe, to Qe [ewis Kirke, and 8¢ Ed;
. Acton, with the vest, that for my owne particular you will
procure from My Lo: Ashley’s hand my discharge hence:
and for Horse and Armes to use your power in exempting mee
: from the disposall of Col: Deavelier; for I rather desire what
" is to be done to be accountable to you: Iam verei sorrie to
hear how Pitehford hath been used this last march, I trust
. the Generall will regulate thoso or else his Ma'tie will find
much disservice from the Country, as is to be feared : Let me
exave the favour to keepe these and my last lines to your
gelfe; that I may not be open to them here for advertisement.
g I humbly take my leave, and pray for your health, and

sucoess in your affairs,

. Tudl[ow} Yo'r servant
Jan: 22° Ri: Wi[uxsTED]
1645.

T pray doe me that noble favour when you yeport my case to
the Governour to present my cervice to him and.the rest of
the Gent: My Latham will doe mee anie favour he can, I am
confident of it. '
We poore ministers must petition his Ma'ties protection, or
wee are fosb. . e
For the R* worll my mueh honoured

© Qir firan: Ottley, Knt, at Brignorth, p'sent these.
‘ with ay humble gervice,
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CCXLIL  SIR THOMAS EDWARDES TO THE SAME,
1845.-6,

SR

ffor your busines w'th Devillier ag I tould you in my
last, s0e I might iterate hig Negleot. I have solicited daily to
have his Wari{ants] seat forth, but to this hower cannot, gett
them, hee shuffles it to the Go* that hee doth oppose them as
a hinderance of his contributons, and yet I eall upon him, and
have promised that hee will Collect the money and use the
first that comes in; you shalbee assured of Intelligence, [
know you have heard Counj’tures of the Farty which were at
Pitehford and those parts; Mary Griffithes hath byne w'th
mee, and shee will give you an account of her & my endevorg
on your behalfe * I'lately suffered from Bromeroft Castle, the
Lo: deliver us out of the hands of these Oppressors, With
my hearty Respects to y good sister, & sweete cousing & my

lessing to my daughter I rest

Ludlow Jan: 22 Yo* brother & servant

1645 Tro: Enwarpss: -
ffor 8¢ ffrancis Ottley :
Knt, high Sheriffe of
Shropshire these,

The family of Cressett, whicl gave its name to Upton
Cressett, a manor about, four miles wost of Bridgnorth,
was at a previous date seated at Little Withiford:
William Cressett, the earliest mentioned of the family,
had a son Thomas, who lived in the reign of Edward
IL., and married the daughter of John, Tord of Upton,
in consequence of which, his grandson, Hugh Cressot,
Sherift of Shropshire in 1485, succeeded to the estate
of Upton. Edward Cressett, father of the writer of
bhe two following letters, wag g J ustice of the Peace for
Shropshire, in which capacity he appears in the Calendar

! The ovent in comnection witl Pitchford Hall, alluded to by
Mr, Richard Wicksted and Sir Thomas Edwardes, has had no, collateral
light thrown on it, a5 far as Tam aware, It wag probably a case of
plundering by the Parliamentary soldiers, of which no Parbionlars
have been preserved.
¥ The writer was created a Baronet Feb. 12, 1644.5, (Salmon’y
Chronol, Hist,, quoted by Webb, ii,, P 72, note).
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of Prisoners, printed in this collection, No. LXXXI, and
o Clommissioner of Array. He was one of the Grand
Jury who sat at the Agsizes, 8th August, 1842, and
signed the “Declaration and Protestation” to present to
the King, while as yet he had not erected his Standard
at Nottingham (see £xv.} ; he signed, also, the “Ingage-
ment and Resolution " for raising and maintalning
forces ab their own cost agreed upon by the gentlemen
of Salop, He sat on a Council of War, held by Lord
Capel atb Shrewsbury, Srd April, 1643, and at a
meeting of the Commissioners of Array in Bridgnorth,
May the 21st, 1645, where he was shortly after-
wards slain, Richard Cressett, in praying for ex-
emption from attending the meeting of the Com-
missioners, alleges as reasons the recent death
of his father, his desire to live in retirement,
and some unexplained danger of ruin, The latter
may have been the risk he was exposed to from the
Parliamentary soldiers paying him a visit at Upton
Cressett, if he quitted his house on. the King's business.
But I am disposed to think that the true cause of his
disinclination to act was that he saw énough to
convince him that the Parliament would very soon be
in possession of the whole county, and that he intended
to join the winning gide. It is certain that lLe was
acting with other Parliamentary Justices of the Peace
four years later, for T have seen a pass of that date given
toRichard Ottley, son of Sir Francis, with his signature
attached.

CCXLIIL. RICHARD CRESSETT TO THE SAME

' 1645-6.

Sir

Receiving a letter from you, Sir Edw: Acton and
Collonell Rillingsley, I thought it not tmproper to write an
Answer in general unto you all, but presuming of your good
wishes to me, I Address these lines to you, desiring your
serious thoughts upon my excuse, who you know since my
Father's death have lived a retived Life, and very great reason
for it 8, I am confident I need mot ask anything of you
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that you can grang, me, if you please to favouy me so farr ag to

silence my name (if urged by 2y} you will extreamly Oblige
him that is really yours, whilgg T am '

Upton Cresset Rr: Crrssgrr,
Jany : 96. 1645

For my honour'g freind

and kinsman S Fyg . Ottley these,

CCXLIV, RICHARD CRESSETT To THE COMMISSIONERS OF ARRAY,

1645.-6.
GENTLEMEN

Uppon Saturday night T received Yo Lie: requiring
my Attendance this Day upon my Lord Astley, Tn the condi-
tion and case { stang (s0 well known to you my Noble Friends
and kinsmen) T P'sime to beg the favour to be Absent, Other-
wise T Appeal to Yo”seh_fes whether I can expect less then

Yo love to me & ny children ; and yourregard to him who-ig
gone in those he hath left behind ; ‘and now having ptmised
this Confidence iy your real Affection, I ghal] rely thereon in
this favour (so conduceible to my safety) only as'a corvobors.
tion to thig my Opinion of you, And as a furthey Assurance of
his Obligations to You who is

Upton Cressets Your very humble Servant
26° January 1645 Ri CrEessprr,
For his hontable Friends
and kinsmen & Francis
Ottley, S* Edward Acton, and
Collonell Francjs Billingsley Thege

The activity of Lorq Asteley during the early part
of the year, in reorganising the fow garrisons remaining
to the King in Shropshire, failed tg turn the tide of
misfortune that hagd set in, The Shrewsbury Com.
mittee had no sooner gained High Ereall iy March,
which had long been & “tronble to them, because of itg
close Proximity, heing only 8 mileg distant, than they
were enabled to despatch g strong force of Lorge ang

on the 26th of April, it was com pelled to surrender op
the terms oXpressed in the nexi paper.
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COXLV. ARTICLES OF SURRENDER oF BRIDGNORTH OASTLE.1
1646, '

Articles Agreed upon for the guerender of Bridgnorth
Castle the 26t of April 16406 Between Sir Robert
Howard, Knight of the Bath, Governo, Sir Vineent
Corbet, Sir Bdward Acton, and Sir Francis Ottley
Commissioners for the King. And Collonell Andrew
Lloyd, Coll: Robert Clive, and Robert Charleton,
Esq® Com® for the Parliament.

1 That ail Comissioned Officers of Horse, and all Captains of
Foot, shall march away to any of his Majesty’s
Garrisons or Armys within forty Miles, with their
Horses and Arms for themselves, and each of them
to have a Servant with his Horse and Sword and

 their wearing Apparel, Free Quarter for 80 Miles and
a Safe Conduct, and not to March less than Eight
Miles a day, and any of the aforesaid Officers to
repair to any of their own babitations.

Ii. That all inferior Commissioned Officers shall have liberty
to March with their Swords, and the common Soldiers
without arms, to any of his Majesty's Garrisons or
Armies within 40 Miles as formerly mentioned, on
laying down their Ayms; to live at their own Habi-
tations, for a fortnight, and afterwards to tako the
Negative Oath, if they continue within shis Ceunty,
or Letters from hence to the Committees of the
geveral Counties where they intend to reside, and to
have papers granted them accordingly. :

1il. That all Clergymen, Town'smen, and Countrymen,
within the Castle, may have liberty to yepair to theit
own habitations, provided they lay down their arms,
and a fortnight’s time allowed them for taking the
negative oath, and not to live within 2 mile of the
Parliament Garrigons; or otherwise, if they should
desite it, to march to any of the King’s Gaxrvisons or
Armies,

IV. That all wounded and sick persons within the Castle
shall have liberty to reside in the Low Town, or else-
where, till they be fit to travel ; and then to have
passes to go home, or t0 ANy of the King's Garrisons
or Armies,

e —

1 Printed in Bellett’s Antiguitios of Bridgnorth, and in Calendar of 7
State Papers for 1646, with some unimportant verbal differences.
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V. That Sir Robert Howard, Sir Vineent Corbet, Sir Edward
Acton, and Sir Franeis Ottley, with each of them,
their horses, arms, and two men apiece, with theip
horses and swords, and theip masters wearin
apparel, shall haye liberty to march to thei several
habitations, and to continue there for the space of
two months: to which time they are to make their
election, whether they will go to make theiy peace
with the Parliament, or go beyond Sea, or to any of
the King’s Garrisons or Armiss, and to have passes
accordingly, —they engaging themselves to dp no-
thing prejudieial to the Parliament in the mean time,

VI 'That Mp Howard, Mr Fisher, and My Grovenor, sha]l
march away with their horses and arms, and one
man apiecs, with thejr apparel and swords, to any
place within forty miles,

VI That Lieutenant Col Hosier and Doctor Dewen shall
march away without horse or arms, to any of the
King's Garrisons, op any other place within thirty
wiles ; provided it be not within this County,

VIII, That My, Milward, Chaplain of the Garrison, may have
liberty to go with a horse, to his house at Leighton,

. in this County, and to take with him his manuscripts,
and there to live, taking the negativo oath within one
month's time ; or is to mareh away out of the County
with the rest.

IX. That the Clerks of the Commissioners may have libert
to march, as the rest of the Inferipy Officers, and o
have the same conditions ; and to take with them all
PApers concerning the Garrison, and their wearing
apparel,

- X, That Lady Ottley, her children, and maid-servant have
liberty, with ‘their wearing cloaths, to go to Pitchford,
or the Hay, and there to live unmolested,

XL That all women and children within the Castlo, ma
have liberty to 80 totheir own, or any of their friends’
houses, provided it be not within one mile of this
Garrison, ‘

XIT. That all Gentlemen, Officers, and Soldiers, within the
Cnstle, Strangers as well ag others, desiring to go
beyond Sea, shall have passes accordingly, and letteps
to the Committee of their several Counties, to afford
them the like conditions as to the Gentlemen of thig
County, upon the surrender of this Castle heye
granted,
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" XIIL. That the chirugeons belonging to the Garrison shall
march away, and to have the same conditions as the
infevior Officers.

XIV. That the Gunners and Powdermen, with their mates,
may march away as tho rest of the common Soldiers,

XV, That no violence, injury, or incivility, shall be offered

' to any who shall march out of this Castle, but be

protected in all things, aceording to the tenor of

these Articles; and that sufficient Hostages on both
sides be given for the performance of all and every
the matters here agreed upon.

" XVI That the Governor, and the rest of the Officers, shall
do their utmost endeavor to protect and preserve all
the ordnance, arms, ammunition, victuals, provisions,
goods, bedding, and all other accommodations
necessary and belonging to the Castle, other than
what is allowed to be taiken by the aforesaid Articles;
and all shese safe and unspoiled, to be delivered up,
together with the Castle, unto the Committee or
whom they shall appoint ; and that these Articles be
confirmed by the Governor, _

XVII. That if these Articles be consented to, the Castle shall
be surrendered by scven of the clock tomorrow
morning; and those who intend to march to
Worcester, to quarter in the Low Town, or any other
Town within five miles of the Garrigon, upon the
return of the Trumpeter and Officer sent to Worcester;
provided that they come within two days.

XVIIl, That if any Officer, or Qoldier, shall in anyway
maliciously spoil his horse or arms, o misdement
himself in his march, such misdemeanor shall not be
cxtended further than upon the party offending ;
and wpon them justice shall be done according to the
dicipiine of war,

XIX. That all Commissioned Officers be certified by the
Governor of the Castle, and upon his certificate be
allowed to march accordingly; and that all Troopers
march away with their swords,

XX, That Mr Edward Latham [? Lathom] be delivered to
the merey of the Parliament.

[Signed]
AxpREW LLOYD.
Boperr CLIVE.
RoprRr CHARLTON,
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With the full of Bridgnorth the military and officia)
cireor of Sir Franeis Ottley ended. Henceforth he
lived in retirement, and from some family letters,appears
to have been exclusively engaged in completing with
much difficulty hig heavy composition with the authori-
ties of Goldsmith’s Hall, spending part of hig time in
London, and the rest in Shropshire. Ha lived to see
the King, whom he had served so faithfully, heheaded
J anuary 30, 1649, and in less than eight months after.
wards, Sept. 11, he himself passed away in the 48th
year of his age.  Where hig remains were laid no one
appears to know.

COXLYVI. A Piss FOR SIR FRANCIS OTTLREY,

1546,

According to the Avticles of Agresment, upon the
surrender of the Castle of Bridgenorth into oy Hands for the
service of the Patliament, S* Franeis Ottley Knight, is hereby
Licensad together with hig Servants, Horses, Arms, & Wearing
Apparell, quietly to pass all your Scouts & Guards to Pitchford,
or the Hay, or Hlse whers in the County of Salop, & to remain
under the protection of the Parliament tio Months, unmoles ted,
in which he is to be at full liberty to make his Composition
with the Parliament, or to March to any of hig M ajesties
Garrisons or Armys Whatsosver, or else to g0 beyond the Seas,
& to have passes Accordingly as he shall think fith, Dated at

Bridgenorth this 2gth day of April 1646,

To all Officers & Soldiers belonging
To the Parliament,

These are straightly to Charge & require you not to Offer
Violence to the Person of S* Francis %ttley his Lady, their
children or Servants, or to plunder or take away any of their
Goods or cattle without, Special Warrant under ouy Hands to
that purpose.  As also to pass from this Garrison o Pitehford
with their Horses Arms & Necessaries, without your Molesta.-
tion, Given under our hands

AND: Lrovp,
Bridgenorth April 28 1646, Ro. Cuivy
Rost Cuarrroy,
To all Officers & Soldiers in the Parliament Armys,
Vol. VIIL, 2ne 8 NN
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CCXLVILI. ELINOR DAVENPORT TO LADY OTTLEY

1646
Cloop MaDDAM

My humble servis presented to your Ladysbip; I have
bine at bridgnorth with the sequestraters, MAget Braine went
with me to Mr Hunke Hed and wished him that I might have
any thing that was my Lady Ottley’s; hee sends me to Mr
Kittelsby and_with all bides me take a note what things I
would lave, I com to him and desire to lett me seo what
goodes my lady hath there, ag beddes, and couertens, and any
other things which is in his keping, hee sayes that my Lady
Ottley desired nothing It her hemp and tlax and that was
praised : T asked at what rates, hee says, that in the trunke at
xxxx® and that in the chest ab Xxx5, bt for anything elee hee
would not unfurnish him selfe ag yot, but when that they
ware praysed then Hee will send mec word, for now tho
committe had sent a sworne mai to praise those things which
ware not praised, I wished them bo use some conservency o
so good a Lady as she is, they promise that they will do any
curtsey they can, Yo T beesech, good maddam, when you send
to my Lady Ottley, present my Humble service to her, and 1
should bee glad it [ could doe her Lady ship any servis that
lyes in 1y power; this with my serves to 11y cozen Mavgrot
and all yours I remain

Your servant to command
ELinor DAVENPORT.
My sistor Davenport presents her humble serves
to her Ladyship and bee seeches you to excuse
her for not coming to wail on_you. -

By the Articles agreed upon ab the surrender of
Bridgnorth Castle, 96th April, 1646, it was provided
« That Lady Ottley, her children, and maid servants,
have liberty, with thelr wearing clothes, to go to Pitch-
ford, or the Hay, and there to live unmolested.” 1
presume that the writer of this letter had undertaken
to see to her Ladyship’s goods on her belalf, and thab

this 19 her report.

Thomas Lee, who writes to Lady Ottley in the next
letter, was the son of Lancelot Lee of Coton, in the
parish of Alveley, by bis wife Jane, daughter of Thomas
(lemson of Berrington, ¢o. Stafiord. Lancelot Lee was
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a Justice of the Peaco for Salop, who sided with the

arliament, and wag appointed one of the Shropshire
Committee. He weg a kinsman of Siy Franeis Ottley,
his mother being a daughter of Richard Ottley, uncle
of Sir Francig, Thomas Lee wasg of Lineoln’s Inn, and
it is not diffcult +o understand that on the strength of
their relationship Lady Ottley had engaged him ag her
attorney, with the hope that he and his father might uge
what influence they possessed with the seq uestrators, to
obtain easier terms in valoing the produce of the farm
In question, and placing on it an acceptable tenant,

“ Cosen Kettlesby,” mentioned by Thomag Lee,‘may
have been of the family of Kettleby of Steple, or Stepple

all, iu the parish of Neen Savage, the difference of
spelling the name being no obstacle to such an inferenoe,
considering what looseness existed then in spellin
names,  There was a Thomag Kettelby, who with Miles
Ashton wrote to the Bailiff and inhabitants of Bishop's
Castle, Feb, 231d, 1645.6, stating that they had received
orders from the Honorahla Committee of Parliament to
protect the town from the ““ violence and wronges of
the comon enemye,” in other words, from t]e Royalists,
This might have been Cozen Kefttlesby,”

CCXLviI, THOMAS LEE ToO LADY OTTLEY,

1648,
Mapam

willinge to leti us have it before any, but their rateg of selling
are very high, requiringe noe lesse then the one halfe of ye
yearely value of it weh 211 other payments besides, w'eh is very

ard, espeacially consideringe how fapy Ye yeare is gone, g
stocke at present beingo waitinge wth all They value it at
Eight score pounds p” An'm, and say it Iyes only in ¥e power
of the Committes #o lett it bee sett undep ye above writen
rate, they haveinge an ordey from them to Iett it nog other-
wise; I conceave your Ladyship hath noe better way then to
send your man Richards to ye Lommittee uppon firiday where
P’happs hee may meete with either Mr Hawkeshead oy my
Cosen Kettleshy, and they will acquaint ye Comnmittee how ye
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state of the busines standes, otherwige, if hee meete themn not,
hee without doubt by sowie friend’s meanes may have accesse
to them ; vt it is very hard to sive fourescore pounds p’ Aum
for it wth all other Dues & uties for it, consideringe their
want of a stocke, & the forwardnes of ye springe, wich hee,
beinge & notable husbandman, needes not bee tould what to
say, and 1 ihinke noe man fister then hee to take it, for T see
“it3% the manner of others to putt one of their servants to
talce their demeanes, ag it were for them selves, ye hard corne,
1 beleeve, yt is in the grownd wilbe given into ye bargaine;
for the pease and the barley, especially ye barley, the
buyinge of it must be payed for; and for the corne in the barne
you might resolve to take n course about, or else it wilbe all
threashed up and sould ; but I doe intend if possible to stop
them tomorrow tell I doe learne from you what you have
done, and for to bargaine with them for it; but as for the other
thinges that were in the Castle all that possibly can bee s ared
you shall bhave ab such rates as they bee praysed. hus
feavinge all to your better Consideracons with my ffathers and
mny most humble sorvice to O fRancis, your Ladyship, and
Cosens, wishinge all best that may bee T rest in hast

6v May 1646. Yor Ladyshipp’s most humble
_ servant to Comaund

Tros : LEE,

My ffather uppon Consideracon since hee speake with you
s atrayde yt you will make littlo of it unlesse it bee through
your owne stockinge of it, there are such n deale of voyde
§rounds hereabouts, hee would have you bethinke your selfe
cewise about it whether it wilbe best for you to take it all, or
ye house and some of it. I pray lett there be noe time lost in
this busines, and as soon as May bee lett Richards come to my
ffather & acquaint him whab is done, for my ffather hath
pferred yo Sequestrators £20 p’ A'um with all other payments
and hee believes it were betler proffer to the Comittee £20
mote rather then letl i passe to others. [ much feare what
weo shall doe about ye corne in the barne, they can tell so well
how many strieks it will come to, it had beine well if it had

bin looked after before it was soe neere threshed.

COXLIX. A PASS FOR MR RICHARD OTTLEY.

16106,

These are to desive you that you permit and suffer the
bearer hereot Mr Richard Ottley with his Horse to pass all
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your Courts of Guard and Secouts from Pitehford to this
Garrison of Shrewsbury, o Speak with thig Commitiee, witl}-
oub any Jyour let or Interruption, given under our hands this

16th of June 1646,

p- Ro: Crive
To all Commanders Offcers Awp: Lrovp
and Soldiers, in the service Rosr Crarvrow,

of the King and Parliamt

COL. AN ORDER OF THE SEQUESTRATORS,
1646,
~ By me Thomas Farmer.
At the Com'e of Goldsmith’s Hall, London for Compound-
Ing with Delinquents according to an Order of the Honourable
House of Commong you are hereby directed and required that
you forbear to Medle with any part of Sir Francis Ottley’s
goods not yet taken away or to Cutt any of his Woods, or sell
or dispose of Any part that is felled or unfelled,
18 Junii
D. Wargins JouN Asug
Rica, Wiring CarisroraER Hackn
JEROM: ALEXANDER  Mica ; Hrerine,

COLL AN ORDER OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS,

1646
Die Jovis 8 Julii, 1646. :

Ordered by the Commons Assembled in Parliament, that
all such Persons as have presented Petitions at Goldsmith’s
Hall, or agreed to their Compositions, & shall not come in
before the first of August next, and prosecute their Com-
positions to Lffect, shall lose the whole benefit of faviour
intended by their Compositions and be reputed amongst those
who still stand out, &];mve not rendered themselves to the
Parliament,

This to be forthwith printed & published, and that the
case thereof be referred to the Commitfes of Goldsmith’s Hall, -
H. Eisysee Cler: Parl, D- Com,

Vera Copia

COLLL AN ORDER OF THE SEQUESTRATION COMMITTER
REGARDING THE PROPERTY OF SIR FRANCIS OTILEY,
16446,

At the Comtee gt Goldsmiths Hall London for the Com-
pounding with Delinquents 24° July 1646
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GENT.

We formerly sent you a letter requiring you to Certity
unto us the Value of the Estate poal and personal of Sir
Francis Ottley, Knight, & that you should deliver all such
Writings which concern his Tstate, that thereby he might the
better proceed to 2 Composition for the same, and that you
would forbear to Cutt & fell any of hig Woods, or dispose of
any already felled or Cut; these are therefore to require you to
Yeald Conformity to oar said Order, and to deliver unto the
said Sir Fraucis, or to whom he shall Appoint to receive the
game, a deed of Feoffment, made by the said Sir Trancis
Ottley’s Father and himself for payment of Debt (and raiseing
of portions to Feoffees in Trust) in case you have not delivered
the same, and that you forbeare to Cuth or carry any more of
his Woods, or otherwise o prejudice him in any ]fm't of his
personal Estate upon any pretence whatsoever, untill you shall
receive further Order from this Committee therein, so not
doubting of your complyance We rest.

JouN ASHE ANTHO!: Inpy

To his very Loving and Much
T WATKINS

respected ~ Sister Mrs Mary

Hazries at Cructon, these with
speed

Leave this with Mr-John
Wathall Draper in the High
Street whom [ pray to convey
with speed as above

JEREM : ALEXANDER
Cg, Pacen

Qan: MovER
RicH: WARING

Shrewsbury p Post.

CCLITL,

PROVISION FOR TADY OTTLEY BY ORDER OF THE

COMMITTEE.

1644,

Quinto die Sept: 1646.

Tt is Ordered that the Tady Luey Ottley wife of Sir
Trancis Ottley Knight have o fifth part of the real estate of
her said husband, and a fifth part of his personal Hstate
(yet undisposed off) Assigned unto hor towards the Maintain-
ance of her self and Children, according to the Ordinance of

Parliament in that behalf,

T T: Ricu: MasoN

Clerk to the Comn®®.
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On the capture of Ludlow by Col. Birch in May the
last of the Royal Clarrisons in Shropshire had fallen,
and the Civil War was virtually at an end. And on
the 22nd of June Prince Rupert and Prince Maurice
“ took the road, with their attendants, and their passes
to the sea-coast; a sight for the curious. On Tuesday
“there went about 800 persons, mostly of quality; and
on Wednesday all the Royalist force, ¢ 8,000’ (or say
2,000) *to the Eastward, 500 to the North;" ¢ with
drums beating, colours flying," for the last time; all
with passes, with agitated thoughts and outlooks ; and
in sacred Oxford, as poor Wood intimates, the abomina.-
tion of desolation supervened !—Oxford surrendering
with the King’s sanetion quickened other surrenders
Ragland Castle itself, and the obstinate old Marquis,
gave in before the end of Angust; and the First Civil
War, to the last ember of it, was extinct,”

1 Caxlyle’s Otiver Cromaell, 1., p. 219.

In concludiug the task of editing, to the best of my
ability, this very interesting collection of papers, I deem
it necessary to append a few remarks,

Should [ have laid myself open to the charge of
presumption in undertaking this work, I can only reply
that I entered upon it with mneh diffidence, and con-
templated merely a transeript of the MSS., generously
entrusted to me by Colonel Cotes, for insortion iy our
Transactions, accompanied by the brief notes of the
late Joseph Morris. I soon discovered, however, that
without much fuller comments on persons and events,
the meaning and value of the MSS. could hardly be
appreciated. 1t was necessary to construct a chronolo.
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gical table of events relating to, and aflecting Shrop-
shire, during the course of the Civil War; and to collect
from every available source such biographical notes of
those who played their parts, as leading or subordinate
characters, in the great drama of the period, These
considerations opened my eyes to the gravity and
largeness of my task, bub not till it was too late to
abandon it. I have done the best I could, and now
trust to the lenient judgment of the veader. I ask mno
tolerance of errors, some of which T have already
detected, and shall be obliged by having my attention
called to those that have escaped me, which shall be
noticed in a futuve list of corrigenda. _ :

In addition to those persons to whom I have alveady
‘expressed my obligations for their assistance, [ musb
here mention the following :—Miss Auden, Dr. K
Calvert, Mr. Thomas Slaney Hyton, Rev. W. G. D,
Fletcher, Mr. H, T. Weyman, Mr., Samuel Butler,
Mr. Rupert Kettle, and Mr, Robert Watkins, ‘

WriLLIAM PHILLIPS,







i
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RUYTON CHURCH,
By R, LLOYD KENYON,

Tue Laws of King Edgar, ficst gole monarch of all
England, made about A.D. 970, enact “That God’s
Churches be ontitled fo every right; and that over
tithe be rendered to the old Minster to which tha
district belongs,”  “ But if there bs any thane who on
his bocland [frechold land held by deed] has a Church
ab which thers is a burial place, let him give the third
part of his own tithe to his Church, If anyone have a
Chureh at which there ig not a burial place, then of the
nine parts [left to himself after the tithe is paid] let
him give to his priest what he will,” Thevefore, hefore
this time, England had been divided into ecclesiastical
distriots, each attached to g4 Minster ; and ag the mass
priest of the Minster is immediately afterwards distin-
guished from the Bishop and declared to he entitled to
the tithe, these districts wore what we call not, dioceses,
but parishes, and the Minsters parish churches, And
as we find that 200 years later Buyton was a part of
Baschurch parish, we may presume that it was so from
the beginning, and that the titheg of Ruyton were paid
to the Church of Baschurch at least from the time of
King Edgar to the time when Ruyton got an indepen-
dent Church of its own.

In the reign of Edward the Confessor, the owner of
the Manor of Ruyton was one Levenot, who owned
also the manors of Petton and Stanwardine-in-the.
Wood, Sheet in Ludford Parish, Cardeston, and parts
of Whitton and Little Withiford.  The Munop of
Ruyton at that time comprised only the Township of
Ruyton, and, probably, Coton ; for Wykey and Felton,
. Yol. VIIT, 2n¢ 8 o0
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which are now included in it, were then independent
manors, and included all the obher townships now in
the Manor of Ruyton. At the conquest thoy all passed,
with the groater part of Shropshire, to Rogar of Mont-
gomery, Karl of Shrewsbury, the conqueror of Mont-
gomoryshire and founder of Shrewsbury Abbey, and
Le gave to his new Abbey, among other things, the
advawson of the Church of Baschurch, When Domesday
Book was compiled, about A.D. 1080 to 1086, one Odo
held Ruyton and Stanwardine, under the Karl. The
Barl’s property passed successively, with the Earldom of
Shrewsbury, to his sons Hugh and Robert, and was
forfoited to the King by the rebellion of the latter in
1102. The Earldom was not reconstituted, and the
enormous property was broken up, but Alan Fitz
Flaald was made hereditary Sheriff of Shropshire, and
wags given more than 70 manors in various parts of
Shropshire, besides many others elsewhere, Among the
manots so given to him were Ruyton, Stanwardine,
Telton and Wykey. They passed about 1114 to his
son William Fitz Alan, then a child, and he, about
A.D. 11585, or perhaps earlier, gave Ruyton, Wykey, and
Telton to John le Strangeto hold under himself, It
is in William Fitz Alan’s time that we find the first
mention of a Church at Ruyton; for a Charter of
Bishop Olinton of Lichfield, 1129 to 1148, confirms to
Shrewsbury Abbey ¢ The Church of Nesse with a
pension of 10/-, the Church of Album Monasterium
(Oswestry) with its Chapels and its pension of 30/-, the
Church of Bascherch with its Chapels and its pension of
90/-, and’ the Chureh of Mudle (Middle) with its pension
of 6/8;" and his successor Bishop Durdent, 1149 to 1159,
sonfirms to bhe Abbey,  The Church of Nesse with its
tithes, the Church of Album Monasterium with its
tithes and its appurtenant Chapels, the Church- of
Buschirche with the Church of Rueton and the Church
of Potton which pertain to it as Chapels, and the Chureh
of Mudla with its tithes and Chapels.” So that the
chapels subject to Baschurch were those of Ruyton
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and Petton, and both of them existed hefore the death:
of Bishop Clinton in 1148. The extremely disturbedr
reign of King Stephen is not a time at which one would’
have expected Church building to flourish, but as: a
mattor of fact, a good many of such subject Chapels
were built in Shropshire in this reign by laymen, and:
consecrated by the Bishops of Lichfield ‘and Hereford,
““as a protection for the poor and having respect to the
warlike tvoubles of the time,” as the Bishop of Hereford,
put it ;1 “ necessity compelling,” as Bishop Clinton of.
Lichfield says. : : :

The architecture of this Church must have been
Norman, for the Gothic style was not introduced for
thivty years or more after 1148; and as the Norman
style had quite gone out of use by the end of the 12th"
century, it cannot have been adopted in any subsequent:
restorations of the Church, therefore any parts of the
Church now remaining which are built in the Norman
style may be safely ascribed to a period before 1148/
These parts are the north and south walls of the chanecel,
except a few feet at the east end, where it was
lengthened in later times, and where the original ter-
mination may have been an apse ; and,the south wall
of the nave, In the south wall of the chancel are a:
Norman priest's deorway and two Norman windows, of
good work, with a string course connecting them both:
inside and outside. In the north wall are also two
Norman windows connected by a string course both
inside and outside. A similar string course runs along:
the outside of the south wall of the nave, though
interrupted by thecutting of two perpendicular windows;
and the doorway under the porch is Normau, The
aumbries in the north wall of the chancel may be
Norman, but ave perhaps more probably later insertions !
and the round arch on the outside of the same wall is.
probably modern, and perhaps connected with a vault
outside, and never contained a door into the Church,

! Byton i., 87, i, 332,
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Many of the stones in the Norman windows and else-
where have had to be renewed, but substantially the
two walls of the chancel and the south wall of the nave
belong to the original Church, and were built before
1148. 'The style of work! belongs to a period probably
not earlier than 1120, so that we may safely date the
erection of the Church hetween 1120 and 1148,
Baschurch, the * minster’ or mother Church of
Ruyton, was a Collegiate Church, where geveral priests
held the Rectory in common, as is still the case at
Pontesbury, They were appointed by Shrewsbury
Abbey, but received the income for their own use, and
were not removable by the Abbey. They would there-
fore not be monks, but secular clergy. Probably they
lived together, and one of them would periodically ride
or walk over to Ruyton to perform the services there.
But Novant, Bishop of Lichfield, between 1188 and
1194, by Charter appropriated the Church of Baschurch
with all its appurtenances, atter the deaths of the two
existing incumbents, William Brun and Herbert fitz
Alard, to Shrewsbury Abbey “for the use of their
guests and of travellers, and of the poor,” subject to an
obligation to present at all future times to the Bishop
a suitable person, who should receive a proper and
sufficient portion of the income to enable him to support
all the burdens properly belonging to the Church.
Between 1208 and 1210, William Brun’s portion fell
vacant, and as the See of Lichfield and Coventry was
also vacant, the official of the late Bishop inducted the
Abbey into corporal possession of that Portion, an
induction which was repeated in 1216 by the new
Bishop. If William fitz Alard’s portion was also vacant,
the Abbey now became Rector of Baschurch, and the
tithes, including those of Ruyton, were payable to the

! For ny information as to the architecture of the different purts
of the Church I am indebted to Mr. D. M, 8. Cranage, who most
kindly visited Ruyton and very cavctully examined the Chuich on
the 16th April, 1896,
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Abbey, Henceforth one of the monks would be appointed
Viear of Baschurch, and would be responsible for the
services af Ruyton also, but, would be removable at the
will of the Abbey.! The income of the Vicar of Baschurch
was valued for Pope Nicholas’ Taxation in 1291 at
£5 2s. per annum,

But if the black robed? Benedictines ever came to
Ruyton, their rule there cannot have lasted long,
“John le Strange, Lord of Kunokyn & of Ruton, held
always with the King [J oha], and did damage to the
prince [Llewellyn of Wales]'s people. And therefore
the prince caused the castle of Ruton to be demolished,
and took hig people and imprisoned them ; at which John
was much grieved.”®  This must have been in or about
the year 1212,* and it is very probable that the chapel
would he partly destroyed with the castle, though, ag
we have seen, part of the present Church is certainly
older than that time. And abous A.D. 12380 to 1240
Ruyton had become an independent parish, for the
name of “ Walter, Parson of Ruton ” Ocours a8 witness
to a deed of that date relating to land at Rdgbold.b

® may suppose that this was done by the influence of
John le Strange (the second), who died 1237-8, The
Manor of Baschurch was now wholly in the hands of
the Abbot of Shrewsbury, and the new Parish was con-
stituted for the two adjacent Manors of Ruyton and
Wykey, which belonged to le Strange; Felton was in
the hands of another branch of the same family, and
had o church of its own, and was therefore not
included.  Ruyton being the site of the Castle
and Church naturally gave the name to the parish,

! Sea Blaclkstone, Bk, iv,, pt. ii, eh. 1.

% The general Chapter of the Order aj Northampton, A,D. 1225,
allowed the gown to be black, white, or russet coloured cloth
( Honasticon 1., xIviii) ; bub in later timey at leagt it secny generally
to have been black, {Sce Eacyclopawdias and Owen & Blakeway, i., 87).

S Llist. of Full Fitz Wy iy, published by the Warton Club, p. 104,

+ See Owen & Biakeway, 1., 91

§ Eyton ix., 324,
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and to the united Manor, and Wykey and the
townships belonging to it became townehips in Ruyton.
On ‘the formation of the new parish, the Monks of
Shrewsbury had to surrender their right to the tithes,
but they were perhaps glad to do this in consideration
of not being called upon to rebuild the Church, for the
tithes in a district so liable to Welsh incursions and to
hostilities betsveen neighbouring Barons can have been
of very little value, Le Strange became the patron;
and doubtless himgelf did any restoration which the
Church may have requived.

At this period, therefore, between the destruction of
the Castle in 1212 and the erection of Ruyton into a
geparate parish about 1238, it is likely that repairs or
improvements were ezecuted. The early English archi-
tecture prevailed, and was in its youth at this time;
and to this period the wesbernmost pier with two
smaller shafts attached to it, and its base, and the
westernmost arch, certainly belong. The base of the
next column is invisible, and those of the two eastern-
most ones are 100 years later; but the most easterly
arch seems to be composed of stones similar to those in
the westernmost, while the mouldings on the two
western arches are much better than on the others,
but the whole seem carelessly and clumsily put to-
gether. In all probability, the original Norman Church
had 1o aisle, and Le Strange at this time built a chapel
where the east end of the aisle now is, communicating
with the Church by two arches; and the pier with two
small shafts, which is at the west end of the present
aisle, was ab the west end of that chapel, with a similar
one at the east end, which has since been cut away for
the niche there, and one column in the middle, on
which was probably the curious carved head still to be
geen ; and all the good and carefully worked moukdings
on the existing arches belonged to the two arches so
built by Le Strange; and the single carved corbel now
in the wall of the aisle supported the roof of this chapel;
but all were taken down when the chapel was enlarged
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into an aisle in the following century, and re-bujlt in
bheir present positions. Tt may. be that the Chantry
which we find existing in Henry VIIL's time was
founded by Le Strange for serving an altar in this
Chapel. The priest's primary duty would no doubt be
to pray for the souls of Le Strange and hig family,
. In 1272, the Abbot of the Augustinian Abbey of
Haughmond is said to have been a Le Strange, but
whether this were so op not, in that year John le
- Btraige, the fourth of the name, gave to Haughmond
hey one acre of his own demesne in Ruiton lying
near the King's way towards Whiteminster ( Oswestry),
and reaching in length from the houge of William, son
of Johu le Mazun, to the grantor’s meadow ; together
with the advowson of the Church of Ruiton, with its
appurtenances ; so that the patronage now passed from
the Le Stranges to Haughmond Abbsy, which retained
it till the dissolution of the Abbey. “About the same
time he also gave to the Abbey the Ieath Mill, on
condition that with half the profits of it they should
maintain two lights to burn at the head and foot of the
tomb of Johanna his wife,!l Tt does not appear whether
this tomb was in the Abbey or in Ruyton Church, If
the latier, this land may have been part of that sold in
Edward VL’s reign, .

The object of patrons in transferring their patronage
to Religions Houses is thug stated in a remonstrance
against appropriations addressed by the English nobility
to  Pope Alexander 1V, in 1259 2—*That, they and
their predecessors, out of respect to the appearing
sanctity of Religious Societies iy England, had liberall y
oconferred upon them their right of patronage, that by:
that means they might have the power of choosing fit
persous, and presenting them to the Bishops, as a more
effectual provision for the care of souls and relief of the
poor;”" and they go on to say that *“ they found them-
T ———

! Blakeway MSS, in Bodleiun.

* Kennet's Parochinl Antiguities, 433,
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selves frustrated in this pious intention, not only by
Papal provisions that interrapted the right course of
presentation, but chiefly because the religious, by
olandestine and indirect ways, with neglect or coutempt
of their own Bishops, had obtained those Churches to
their - proper use, by concessions from the Apostolic
See ¢ all of which, in spite of the remonsbrance, Was to
be afterwards illustrated in the case of Ruyton parish.
Tor the present, however, the income of the Chuvch
remained to the incumbent, the Abbey merely obtaining
the right of presentabion.

A tombstone of about this period, carved with an
elaborate cross and some rude symbols, apparently the
gole of a shoe and an axe head, was found built into
the wall of the porch, when the latter was re-built in
1892. Tt is now placed in the aigle,

- In the year 1288, King Edward L promised to under-
take a crusade to the Holy Land, and towards defray-
ing the expenses, Pope Nicholas IV, granted him for 6
years the tenths of all ccolesiastical benefices, which
tenths had for a long time been paid to the Pope.
Iin consequence of this grant, the King had a valuation
of all benefices made on oath, which was completed for
the Province of Canterbury in 1291, and is called the
Taxation of Pope Nicholas.] By this valuation all
taxes on ecclesiastical benefices were regulated until
Henry VIII had a new valaation made in 1534, The
Rectory of Ruyton was valued at £8 per annum. Perhaps
we may consider this to be equivalent in purchasing
ower to £200 per annum ab the present time, though
the prices of commodities fluetuated so enormonusly that
it is difficult to arvive ab anything like anaverage value
for them; in 1290 for instance, wheat rose from 2/- to
16- per quarter, and this was far from being an
igolated instance. T 1802, wheat is gaid to have been
worth 4]- a quarter, a cow 6 {-, a fat sheep 1/-#
Qoon after 1301, when BEdmund, Farl of Arundel,

1 Lingard i, 955 , Feel. Tazatio, Introduction, and p. 247b.
2 Tleetwood's Chrontcon Preclosii, P. 83.
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suceeoded to the title and to the suzerainty of Ruyton,
he bought from John le Strange, the 5th of the name, -
all his interest in the place, and began to take active
measures to develop and improve 1t. He granted a
charter! to the inhabitants in the hope of ‘encouraging
the growth of a town, he obtained for them the right
to hold & market and fair, and he in all probability ve-
built: both the Castle and the Church, The decorated
style of architecture came into fashion about his time,
and the tracery of the east window of the chancel is
very characteristic of the first fow years of this century,
No doubt, therefore, Edmund, Earl of Arundel, built
the few feet at the eastern end of the north and south
walls of the chancel, and the present east wall. The
chancel may have previously terminated, as Norman
chancels often did, in an apse. The aumbties in the
north wall may be original, or may have been added at
this time.  West of them is a small square opening,
smaller than the usual “low side windows,”" which hag
iron hinges for a door to open outwards from the
Church. The present doors, both of this and of the
aumbries, are new this year (1896).

In 1868, during the restoration of the Church?, the
foundations of a small chamber on the north of the
chancel were discovered, and were then arched over and
made into a vault, in which, in 1880, Mr, J, R, Kenyon,
Q.C., of Pradoe, was buried., The east wall of this cham- .
ber was a continuation of the east wall of the chancel,and
therefore it cannot have boen built before the present
east wall was built. It has been suggested that this
chamber was built for the abode of a hermit, and that this
small opening was its communication with the church.
Hermitages existed in Shropshire and in the Diocese of
Lichfield in various places from at least the 12th to the
16th centuries,® and they were sometimes attached to

1 Translated and explained, Shrop, diek. Trans., 2nd series iii , 238.

# Parish Paper for Dec., 1873, p, 111,

8 Hee index to Eyton ; Owen and Blakeway, ii.,, 165 ; and Diocesan
Hist, of Lichfield, pp. 154, 156, 162,

Yol VIIL, 2nd S. PP
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churches. That at St. Chad’s, Stafford, was in éxactly
the same position as ours, on the north side of a Norman
chancel, and with a very similar door of communication
into the church. . Another appears to have been in a
similar position, and to have had an exactly similar door
at Acton Burnell, and thers is still in existence a chamber
in. a similar position at Stoke Prior Church, Broms-
grove, as to which records are said to exist proving
that a hermit was living there in the time of Henry
II. The hermitage, if it was one, at Ruyton, can
hardly be as early as this, as Norman architecture was
still prevailing throughout Henry II's reign, bub it
may have been built at the same time as, or shortly
after, the restoration of the Church by the Earl of
Arundel in the reign of Edward II. - These hermitages
were ‘sometimes at least closed up so that the hermit
had no means of egress ; his food had to be brought to
him by the neighbours, and he probably occupied him-
self in such work as copying or illuminating MSS,
when not engaged in prayer or in giving advice to
those who sought it. The hermits were sometimes of
noble birth, A tombstone, which appears to represant
a hermit knight of the 15th century, was formerly in
St. Alkmond’s, Shrewsbury, and is now in the Abbey.
Perhaps the fact that Ruyton Church is dedicated to
it John the Baptist would make it specially likely to
be chosen for the abode of a hermit. .
" Rarl Edmund let the fishery of the Heath Pool to
John, Rector of Ruyton, for life; but it turned out
that the fishery had been granted to Haughmond
Abbey, by John le Strange, before the Farl had bought
le Strange’s rights. The rector died in April, 1825,
and in June, the Earl sarrendered the fishery to the
Abbey, He acquired for himself seven burgages in the
Borough of Ruyton, which had been built on land
belonging to the Chureh, giving in exchange to Haugh-
mond Abbey some land at Upton Magna. ]
Unfortunately for Ruyton, Edmund, Earl of Arundel,
took a very leading part in the disturbed politics of
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his time, and finally, embracing the side of the King
against the Queen and Roger Mortimer, he was taken
prisoner on the 17th November, 1826, and beheaded at
Hereford,! His estates weve conferred upon Mortimer,
and Ruyton lost the greatest benefactor and most
powerful protector it has ever had.

Ruyton had now enjoyed its own tithes for 100
years. John fitz John, Rector of Ruyton, died on Apri]
3rd, 1825, and on May 15th, John de Coventry was
admitted as rector on the presentation of the Abbot
and Convent of Haughmond, But the Abbot and
Convent seem ‘to have thought that now that the Le
Stranges and Fitz Alans, who had so long  been
interested in Ruyton, had hoth of them lost their
connection with it, there would be a good opportunity
for the Abbey to make & profit out of it. Pope John
XXII. was the reigning Pope, the second of the series
who held their Court not at Rome but at Avignon, He
was notorious above other Popes for his rapacity.? He
carried to its height the system of reserving for himself
the appointment to benefices vacated by promotion;
and of providing incumbents for them who were often
foreigners, He sold his appointments for money. In 1331
the Bishop of Lichfield had kept 40 benefices vacant
for 8 years, in order to send their revenues to the Pope,
and in 1332 he added 12 more to the number. The
Pope died fabulously rich. To this Pope the Abbot
and Convent sent a petition, accompanied, doubtless,
with a handsome fee, stating that the value of Rayton
Rectory was only 12 merks (equivalent to £8), and
asking leave to appropriate it, By a Bull® dated the
Ides of June in the 14th year of our Pontificate (13
June, 1830), the Pope granted this petition, gave the
Abbot corporal possession as soon as the existing Rector

! Owon and Blakeway, i., 161. :

* Milmaw’s Latin Christianity, vii,, 435, n. ; Dioe, Hist, of Lich-
field, 142, ‘

& Copied iu full in Blakeway’s MSS. No. 3 in Bodleian Library.



324 RUYTON CHURCH

should depart, set uside any assent or licence of the
Bishop of Lichfield as altogether unnecessary, but
veserved out of the income a * congruous portion’’ for
the perpetual Viear, which should be sufficient to
maintain him properly and enable him to sustain the
Episcopal charges and other necessary burdens. On
o7th Feb. 1881, by deed dated at Prestecote, Roger
Northburgh, Bishop of Lichfield, who had himself been
nominated to the Bishopric by John XXIT, recited the
Ball, including the clause declaring his own consent
unnecegsary, but confirmed it, and for this confirmation
he exacted his price. A precisely similar transaction
had just taken place with respect to the living of
Stanton-upon-Hineheath., There was an ancient right
by which in the case of Rectories in this district, if the
patron failed to present on a vacancy, two-thirds of the
fruits of the living devolved upon the Bishop during
the vacancy, and after a certain time, the right to
collate to the living came to him. These possible sources
of profit he lost when the Rectory was appropriated by
an Abbey, and accordingly on the 8rd April, 1831, the
Abbot had to agree to pay to the Bishop a pension of
2 merks yearly for his consent to the approptiation of
the Churches of Ruyton and Stanton, Moreover, if the
Bishop neglectéd to collate to a Rectory, the right
devolved on the Chapters of Lichfield or Coventry.
Remote as this chance of profit was, it was not to be
parted with for nothing, and each of the Chapters made
the Abbey pay them a pension of one merk annually
for their consent to the appropriation of these two
Churches. These pensions continued to be paid until
the dissolution of the Abbey. '

But, remonstrances against the rapacity both of the
Pope and of the Religious Houses were growing loud
both in England and on the Continent. The Bishops
and nobles were vehement in their complaints, and the
popular feeling is expressed in the poetry of Piers
Ploughman and Chaucer. We have seen the remon-
strance made in 1259 by the English nobility In 1280



RUYTON CHURCH. 325

a most severe letter was sent by the Archbishop of
Canterbury to the Dean and Chapter of Lichfield,?
condemning in no measured terms their conduct in
taking the tithes from the parishes appropriated to
them, and making little or no proviston for the churcheg
or resident ministers, He says with respect to Bake-
well Church, which belongs to your chapter, “ who can
endure with patience to hear that the descon and sub-
deacon of sorich a Church have to beg for the necessaries
of life,” and he proceeds with many unfavourable
comments, to order what they shall pay in a number of
different instances. In 1807 wag passed & statute for-
bidding the sending money out of the Kingdom by
Abbeys or other religious bodies ; and in 1851 a stringent
statute against papal provisions was passed. And while
the Bishops and nobles were thus trying to mitigate
the evil, a strong feeling was growing up among the
lower ranks of the people,

In the beginning of the 13th century had sprung up
the orders of mendicant friars, 5 practical protest against
the riches and corruption of the monks and secular
clergy 5 and both of their two great orders, Dominicans
and Franciscans, were established in Shrewsbury by
the middle of that century., The friars were permitted
to travel freely through the country, preaching, hearing
confessions, and living on alms, and would be well
known in Ruyton as elsewhers, In the time of John -
XXIL the Franciscans were in open collision with the
Pope ; many of them asserted that « there were two
Churches, one carnal, averburdened with possessions,
overflowing with wealth, polluted with wickedness,
over which ruled the Roman Pontiff and the inferior
Bishops; one spiritual, fragal, without uncleanness,
admirable for its virtue, with poverty for its raiment ;
it contained only the spirituals and their associates,
and was ruled by men of spiritaal life alone,” They
asserted the absolute poverty of Christ and his Apostles,

1 Monasiicon, vi., 1246,
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and that absolute poverty was the perfect way of life;
A general chapter of the Franciscan Order at Perugia
declared unanimously that to assert the absolute
poverty of Christ, the perfect way, was not heretical,
but sound, catholic, consonant to the faith. A bull of
Nicholas III. distinctly asserted this. One of John
XXII declaved it heretical. The General of the
Franciscan Order published a protest against the Pope’s
opinion, and the administrator of the Order in England,
together with the administrators in Upper Germany,
Aquitaine, France, Custile, and six others, set his seal to
the protest. And while the Franciscan friars appealed
to the populace, William of Ockham, an Englighman,
though settled in Germany, was arguing with the
learned on the same side, and attacking on philosophical
grounds the whole fabric of the Papal dominion. Clearly
an alienation of tithes from the parish where they were
raised to the kitchen of a distant Abbey would not
pass in the fourteenth century in Shropshire or else-
where without indignant protest. It would help to
form the anti-clerical opinions of Wickliffe and of the
Shropshire author of Piers Plouglman, both of them
children at this time.

Now is Religion a rydere

A romere about

A ledere of love-dayes

And a lond-buggere,!

A prikere on a pallrey

f'ro maners to manere

An heep of houndes at his ers

Asg he a lord were.

And but if his knave knele

That shal his coppe brynge,

He loureth on hym, and asketh hym

Who taughte hym curteisie.

Litel hadde lordes to doon,

To gyve lond from hire heires

To religiouse, that han no routhe

Though it veyne on hir auters.?

1 A land buyer. _
2 Piers Ploughman, Passug x., line $6217—6232. Written about
AD. 1362,
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~ On the 29th November, 18311 Roger Mortimer wag
hanged, and Richard ity Alan, gon of Edmund, wag
restoved to his father's earldom and estates, but it wag
too late for him to interfore #o prevent the alienation
of Rayton tithes. He seems, however, to have reoretted
the impoverishment, of the incum bent, for on April 16th,
1332, being at Oswestry Castle, ho gave to William
the Viear and his successors, a messuage and curbilage
in the Vill of Ruytone, to pray for the souls of the
Earl and his ancestors, and in honour of St. John the
Baptist of Ruytone. -

On the 4th January, 1332-3, the Bishop admitted
William de Tykelwardyn, Chaplain, as the first Viear
of Ruyton, on the presentation of the Abhot and
Convent of Haoghmond ; and on the noxt day, the
Abbot, with the consent of the Bishop, issued an
ordinance, in which he recites that in past timos the
prior and canons had been supplied in the refectory in
& moderate and simple fashion, so that, often it seemed
that the mouth of the ox which treadeth out the corn
had been muzzled ; but that lately the income of the
Abbey had been to some extent, though not sufficiently,
augmented, Accordingly he is about to build & new
kitehen for the Prior and Convent, and the income from
the parishes of IJ unstanton, in the Diocese of N orwich,
and of Ruyton, in the Diocese of Coventry [1.e,, Coventry
and Lichﬁeld], and also certain fish ponds, are appro-
priated for ever to the support of the said kitchen, and
whatever heyond this it requires is to be provided out
of the common funds of the Abbey, The advowson of
Hunstanton, like that of Ruyton, had hoen given by
the Le Strange family to the Abbey. _

" Thus was completed the alienation of the tithes from
the living of Ruyton, .

The Papal Bull enabled the Abbey of Haughmond to
‘*ordain” the Vicarage of Ruyton, that is to assign its
income, without any consent from the Bishop, and it

1 State Trials, 1, b4,
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did so by a document dated from the Chapter House
of Haughmond on the Monday after the conversion of
St Dol 1335, After reciting the annexation and
union of the benefice to the monastery, it proceeds as
follows —1

We wishing that the viear in the said Church should be
ordained, ordain the Vicarage as follows in the portions here-
under written, Firstly reserving to ourselves and our succes.
sors the Grange farm building and gardens adjacent which
formerly belonged to the Rector, and one messuage with half
a vireate of land in the Vill of Erdeston; and reserving to
ourgelves all kinds of tithes of all sorts of corn in the parish
of the Church of Ruyton wherever growing except the tithes
of gardens eultivated by the spade; and roserving to ouxrselves
the tithe of wool of the whole parish of the aforesaid Church ;
also the tithe hay of that meadow which lies between the vill
of Ruyton and: the new park, which tithes we will to keep and
we specially reserve to ourselves and our monastery ; We have
determined to ordain the portions of the aforesaid Viearage as
follows: Viz that the Viears from time to time may have and
recoive in the name of the said Viearage for their congruous
portion, that dwelling house which J ankin of Ruyton formerly
held, with the dovecole and garden adjacent, which formerly
bslonged to the Rectory; Also that the said Viears may have
one virgate of land in the said Vill with its tithe, and $wo
cottages in the said Vill of Ruyton. Also the tithe of milk,
flax, hemp, bees, all mortuaries? whether live or dead, the tithe

also of geese, young pigs, calves, chickens, and of fish ponds

and figsheries, and the tithe of ail mills built or to be built in-
the said parish except mills and fisheries belonging to ourselves,
They may have also St. Peter’s pence, viz, such as are-not due
to the Lord Bishop; and also the tithe of hay of the whole
parish except that of the meadow above reserved to ourselves;
ihe tithe of lambs of the whole parish; and moreover the
oblations, and the tithe of all gardens of the whole of the afore-
said parish whether cultivated by the spade or by ploughs;
also the pence arising from ¢ broken wool,” viz, from those
places where there are six fleeces, from which there is not a

1 A copy of the Latin original is in the Blakeway MSS., No, 3, in
the Bodleian Libeary,

% Vig, legaciog or gifts to the Chureh in recompenso of tithes and
offerings not duly paid. Byton xii, 187; and see Statute 21
Hen. YIII, c. 6.
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whole one for tithe, but instead of tithe a halfpenny ig payable
for each fleaee 3 and everything else which belongsto the gaig
Church under the head of altar dyes op any other head (exeept
the tithes of ] kinds of eorn, wool, hay, and the mills, fisheyipg
and lands, aboye reserved to ourselves, Apg the snif Vicars
shall recoive from s each year 8 bughols of grain at Ruyton

on the Tordg day next before Christmas; any they shail po -

suhject to and &y the burdens beloy written, viz, 6/8 to the
Archdeacon of th place for hig entertainment at hig visitation,
and 2/ a yoar fop the Bishop's Synad ; they shall alge eanse
the services of glio said Church of Ruyton to be Performed in 4]
respects by ehaplains and all other PTODer ministers at tlgip
own cost ; but gl othey incumbranoeg on. the said Chyyeh we
bake upon ourge|yeg in exoneration of the Vicars,

The endowment of the Vicarage wag therefore two
houses, two cottages, and ong virgate "1 of land, all in
the township of Ruytou, and the tithes and dyeg above
onumerated, One of the two houses, eithep the one
given by the Fap of Arundel or the one given by the

€Y, probably stood oy or about the site of the
present Vicarage house, whicl, ig the only honge now
belonging to the living, The endowment, continued
Substantially the same until in 1847 the tithes were
commuted for g money payment, varying according to

tithe to the Vicar, but of wheat, barley, and oats,
The bases of the two eastarn-most columns of the
aisle appear to belong to thig period, Probably op
appropriating the tithey the Abbey found it hecessary
o do something for the Church, g0 they took down the
& Strange Chapel and buyjlg an aisle instegd of it,

carelessly, and supplementing the good arches of the
old work with very inferior new ones, The monkg
built beautify] churches for their own Mona,steries, but

! Estimated by Eyton (xii., 209) at about 60 acres ; but is vapjeq
in extent in differont places, The glebe now containg 441 acres, and
Probably is much the sanie as the virgato given in 1335,

Vol VIIL, ong 5, QQ



330 RUYTON OHURCH,

they generally taok but little interest beyond & pect-
niary one in the parish churches which they appro-
priated. '

We have now traced the history of the Church and
living of Ruyton down to its egtablishment upon its
present basis in the year 1335, a8 @ Vicarage, endowed
with the same land as it holds now, with the same
tithes ag ave represented by its present tithe rent-charge,
with a Vicarage House on the site of the present one,
and with a Church, the greater patb of which was
:dentical with the present one. Of the Rectors of
Ruyton before this time we know only a few names.
The first was probably that Walter, Parson ot Ruyton,
mentioned above as witnessing a deed about 1230 to
1240, and would have been appointed by John Le
Strange, the Tord of the Manor; hut in 1272 the
patronage passed to Haughmond Abbey, which ap-
pointed all the incumbents from that tiume till the
Dissolution of the Abbey. The last Rectors were John
fitz John, who died 3 April, 1825, and J ohn de
Cloventry, who was dmitted 15 May, 132, and must
have “ departed,” to use the language of the Pope’s
PBull, by 1331, for -

Willlam de Tykelwardyn, Chaplain, was admitted
by the Bishop as first Vicar on 4 Jan, 1351-2. The
name is, no doubt, a local one, and very probably &
corruption of Trilwardyne, the old name of a hamlet at
Qhifnal.l The word ™ Chaplain”’ answers almost exactly
to our ' Cuarate,?  Home chaplains had separate charge
of a Chapel subject to & mother Church, such as Ruyton
had formerly been, some agsisted the incwmbent in the
mother Chureh; in both these cases the chaplain took
on oath to pay due reverence and obedience to the
parish priests. There were also chaplains maintained
by Lords of Manors for their Manor or house with the
congent of the Bishop, and others who gerved Chantries
/ 3

e

1 Eyion ii, 311
2 Kenuet's Parochial Antiquities, Glossary.
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which were foundations either separate from or attached
to churches, endowed for the purpose of performing
Masses and other services for the benefit of the soul of
the founder or his family. To these last the chaplains
were instituted and inducted like incumbents, and took
an oath to observe the statutes of the founder. They
would necessarily be priests. There was one such
Chantry in Ruyton, of which Wiiliam de Tykelwardyn
may very probably have been chaplain, and which, as
we have seen, was very likely founded by John Le
Strange about 1238. )

During William’s incumbency statutes of Provisors
and Premunire were passed to check the encroachments
of the Papal Court, Bishop Norbury of Lichfield made
a thorough visitation of his diocese, discovering and
remedying many abuses.! The Black Death of 1349
carried off many clorgy and others throughout the
diocese. One of its effects was to canse the English
language to be thenceforth used instead of French in
the schools, the supply of French-speaking teachers
being, doubtless, cut off.2 .

Atton, near Ruyton, now called Shotatton, is spoken
of ag a new vill in a deed of 133 3, dated at Shrewsbury
on 8t. Chad’s day. By this deed it appears that a
dispute had arisen hetween Master Richard de Longe-
norle, Rector of Straunge Nesse, plaintifi, and Sir
Nicholas de Longenore (probably the same name and a
relation of the Rector's), Abbot of Haghmond, and his
Convent, defendants, about the tithes of this new Vill.
The dispute was referred to the arbitration of mutual
frisnds, and it being found by the oath of credibie
witnesses that the said religious have been aceustomed
ever gince the union and annexation of the pavish
Church of Ruyton to them made and appropriate to
receive the whole third part of the aforesaid tithes and
oblations, therefore the said Rector grants for him and

L Diocesan Hist. of telchfizld, 139,
2 Owen and Blakeway, 1., 167,
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his successors that the religious may yearly take as the
vight of their Church of Ruyton the said third part of
tithes and oblations of the said new town, under a
penalty of 40/- to be by him and his successors paid as
often as he or they shall molest them, and if the Rector
or any of his successors shall make default in payment
of the penalty he wills and grants, by assent of the
ordinary and consent of his patron [Shrewsbury Abbey]
that the official of the Archdeacon of Salop, or whatso-
ever other ordinary judge, after one monition may
lawfully put the Church of Nesse under ecclesiastical
interdict and suspend all persons willing to celebrate
divine service therein until the penalty &c. be paid.”
This agreement was confirmed by the Bishop of Lichfield
by deed of 1 April, 1884, The division of the tithes
may be accounted for if we suppose that the new Vill
had been built on land Litherto in Ness parish, but
owned by a Le Strange or some other person who was '
also owner of the manor of Ruyton and patron of the
Ohurch, The owner may then have assigned to Ruyton
Church the spiritual care of the people, and also under
the Statute of King Edgar the third part of the tithes
of Shotatton, leaving the other two-thirds to the
original patish of Ness, to which they are still paid,
though the township is wholly in Ruyton,

Robert de Haston was admitted 18 Aug., 1358, but
resigned in 1367, when he was appointed Vicar ot
Shawbury. He is not described in any way, bub it
seems to have been an advantage of the patronage
being in ecclesiastical and not in lay hands that the
person presented to the living was nearly always in -
priests’ orders. This was by no means the case every-
where. OF ten Rectors of Felton during this century,
no less than four were only acolytes, and two were
probably minors, as they had leave of absence given
them to study. Such instances were quite common,

T Blakeway MSS., n, 3, Shropshire Parochial Notices, in Bodlsian
Library, and see post under the yoar 1403,
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and though the Council of Reading,! A.D, 1279, under
Archbishop Peckham » ade a canon against the practice,
it was often not enforced, Possibly the name de
Haston indicates that he came from Aston, near
Oswestry, The Vision of Priers Ploughman, which
has been already quoted, was probably published during
this incumbency. ~ The author is belisved to have been
a monk of Malvern, ard to have been bhorn at Cleobury
Mortimer. A John Aston was one of the principal
leaders of the Wyckliffites at Oxford at thig time,2

Richard de Radenale, priest, admitted 1g Oct., 1367,
resigned in 1385, e probably was a native of Rednal.
Iu his time, in 137 8, the Plague broke out again in the
diocese, and seems to have carried off among others the
Vicavs of Loppington and Roden,? The perpendicular
style of architecturs came into use in hig time, and
lasted for 160 years or more, .

John Wygynton, chaplain, was admitted 13 J une,
1385, and ‘died in 1387, He may have come from

igginton in Staffordshire, Surnamey  wero very
gradually adopted, and though they had  become
general by this time among the upper classes,
the lower “classes and peasantry, from whom parish
priests were usually taken, continued for long “after-
wards to be named froquently from their trade or
place of residence. Oy his death Richard Radenale
returned, and held the living till his own death,

John Gamull, aliag Russell, was admitted 31 May,
1395, He may have belonged to the family of Gamul
of Knighton, ~ in Staffordshire, whose pedigree in
Ormerod’s History of Cheshare, iii,, 250, mentions a
John in Edward 111 g reign, who died unmarried, and
may have been a priest, A family of Gamel was well
known in Shrewsbury at this ‘time, About  this
time the religious excitement rajsed by Wickliffe
_— -_—

Y Hapdoin, vii,, 783,

? Wood'’s Llistory of the University, i, 480—510,

3 Dioe, Ifist, of Lickficld, 156,
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and the Lollards was at its Leight ; and the Creed
of Piers Ploughman was written somewhere on the
Welsh border, containing a strong attack on the
friars and praise of Wickliffe, Several similar poems
were written and widely circulated, and the authorities
tried to stop them by proscribing them and prosecuting
the Wicklifites. A priest named William Thorpe was
arrested for preaching their doctrines at St. Chad’s in
Shrewsbury in 1407, and tried before the Archbishop
of Canterbury. The Act for burning heretics was
passed in 1400 ; but statutes against Provisions by the
Bishop of Rome were also made by the same Parlia-
ment. The battle of Shrewsbury was fought during
this incumbency, and after it for some time the whole
neighbourhood - was open to the ravages of the Welsh,
and Ruyton was very probably for sowme time in their
possession.!

Qir Thomas Wycherley, chaplain, was instituted 30
Aug., 1407, on the death of his predecessor. Like most
of his predecessors, he was probably a Shropshire man,
and may have come from (llive, where the family was
settled by the 10th year of Henry IV. Wycherley the
poet was born there in the reign of Charles L.? Ruyton
may have been again ravaged by the Welsh in hig time,
a8 in 1409 they made another attempt on Shrewsbury,
and ravaged the country yound -it. He resigned In
1411 to take the living of Paschurch, and . .

Sir John Wycherley, chaplain, was instituted 14
Oct., 1411. The celibacy of the clergy was at this
time prebty gtrietly enforced, go that he was probably
1ot & son of his predecessor. The title ¢ Sir” was used
commonly for priests ab this time, and indicated no
civil rank, John Wycherley held the living nearly 50
years. The present tower i of the early perpendicular
Jharacter of the end of the 14th and. beginning of the

1 The Platt Dridge was congidered to be the boundary bebweets
English and Welsh tervitory. Cough’s Hast. of Middle.
2 Athence. Owon., iv., B2T. Visitation of Shropshire 1623,
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L5th century, and may have been built, a thie beginning
of thig incumbency, perhaps to re-place an earljey olte
damaged by the Welsh. Tt is gid to contain stoneg
which have evidently come from an earlier building,
but they may have come eithey from an earlier tower,
if there wag one, or from the castle, which wag then, in
all probability, in rujng,

In the beginning of thig incumbency the reforming

and Jerome of Prague, re-asserted the existing system
of doctrine and discipline, and accomplished no veformg.
tion whatever, In 1417 Qir J ohn Oldcastls, one of the
greatest pafrong of the reformers, wag arrested in the
Marches of Waleg by Lord Powis, and burnt i London,

"he reigns of the Lancastrian Kings were very unfavour-

bourhoad, they were probably not openly avowed,

oreover, the distractiong first of the French wars,
and afterwardsg of the Clivi] Wars of the Roses, would
prevent religiong controversies from taking 4 very
prominent plags, ‘

Sir John Gredyuton, chaplain, succeeded on the
death of Sir Johp Wycherley, and was instituted 9
April, 1460, Ty pig time the dispute about the tithes
of Shota,bton, which had been settled in 1834, wag
renewed, Richard, Abpot, of'Haghmond, and hig convent,
and Sir Johy Gredyuton, being on the one side, and
Sir William Bikley, Perpetual Vicar of Negg Straunge,
on the othey side. It wag referred to Master John
Clone, Bachelor of Degrees, Sequestrator and Commig-
sary (oneral of J obm, Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield,
and he delivered his award ip Wem Church on the
Thursday aftey St. Luke’s Day, 1462, when hLe ordered
that ¢ {he Abbey and the Vicar of Ruyton shoyld
receive the thiyd part of all tithes and oblafions of the
ew town of Atton, according to the form and effect of
the composition of 1334; save that the Vicar of Straunge
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Ness should freely recoive the whole oblations of the

men and women of Atton offering for three solemn
and acoustomed days in the Church of Straunge Ness,”!
Accordingly, to this day, the Viear of Ness receives
wo-thirds, and the Vicar of Ruyton only one-third of
the Vicarial tithes. of Shotatton, though the whole
township is in the parish of Ruyton. The great tithes,
having been appropriated by the Abbeys of Haghmond
and Shrewsbury, passed on their dissolution into lay
hands. Gredynton regigned in 1468, and was 8Suc-
ceeded by : :
Qi Johu ap David, alias Walshe, chaplain, instituted
24 Aug., 1468. Surnames were nob adopted in Wales
till long after they had become universal in England.
This Vicar wasg a Welshman, and there was & gtatute
of 2 Henry IV. still in force that no Welshman should
be received as a burgess in any borough or be made
ecocupier or officer in the same; but Ruyton not being
a Royal or Parliamentary borough, probably the pro-
Libition would not apply here, This statute and many
others against Welshmen were repealed by 21 Jac. I,
o. 28, but had probably been practically disregarded
long before that time, As long as the memory of
Owen Glyndwr and his ravages were fresh in the
neighbourhood,no W elghman could have been appointed
to Ruyton, but Glyndwr had now been dead more than
50 years, and Welsh marauding, though not extinct,
was on a smaller and less formidable scale. :
Qiy William Sulby, Chaplain, was instituted 18 July,
1480, on the death of Sir John ap David. For some
time after this the Diocesan Registers appeat to contain
no entries relating to Ruyton,*? and we cannot tell,

therefore, how long Sulby held this living., The roof

-

1 Rlakeway MSS, No. 3, Shropshire Parochial Notices, in Bodleian
Library. This confirms the supposition that Shotatton wos originally
in Ness parish. ' ' '

2 They have been very Kindly searched for me by the Registrar,
My, Hodson. L o _ .
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of the nave appears to belong to about this period,
“the latter part of the 15th century, and it may have
been at the same time that the east pier between
the aisle and the nave was cut away, and the niche,
which is of perpendicular work, inserted to hold the
statue of a saint. The marks of an earlier and higher
roof are still to be seen on the outside wall of the tower.
Sulby may have been still in office in 1521, when
Cardinal Wolsey ordered a list of 42 of Luther's
opinions condemned by the Pope to be posted on all
parish church doors, and that the incumbents should
require all Luther’s books in their parish to be given
up.t  This may have been the first intimation in many
country places that the Papal authority was being
geriously attacked, We have no means of knowing what
the state of private opinion was in this neighbourhood
before the beginning of Henry VIIL’s proceedings, or
whether the doctrines of Piers Plonghman and his imita-
tors, or the influence of Sir John Oldcastle, had left any
digsatisfaction with the religious orders or with the es-
tablished ceremonies or doctrines of the Church in this
part, of the Welsh borders. In 1511, the Bishop of
Lichfield had tried some insignificant persons for heresy,?
and in the following March had had one of them burnt
at, Coventry, then in his diocese ; but there was exceed-
ingly little overt expression of dissatisfaction. In 1526,
- however, T'yndale’s translation of the New Testament
was gent over to England,® and so greatly stimulated
the spirit of enquiry and reform that the Bishops
- published in every diocese a prohibition against the
uge of it,
Tn 1528 a clergyman, Richard Coton, for a sermon
* preached at Atcham, was sentenced to carry a faggot

- in procession round Lichfield Cathedral, and afterwards
. round Atcham Church.

1 Strype's Beel, Mem., i, BT

2 Dive, Hist, of Lichfieid, 177,

8 Burnet’s Reformation, i, BL.

Vol. VIIL, 2nd &5, : R
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In 1530 every incumbent was required to read to his
-parish a paper, signed by the Archbishop of Canterbury,
-the Lord Chancellor, and many others, stating that the
King having called them together “ to examine some
. books lately set out in the Iinglish tongue, they had
~agreed to condemn them as containing several points of
heresy in them ; and it being proposed to them whether
‘it was necessary to set forth the Seriptures in the
- valgar tongue, they were of opinion that though it had
‘been gometimes done, yet it was not mecessary, and
-that the King did well not to set it out at that time
.in the English tongue.”? - When Tyndale’s translation
< was prohibited, it had been understood that the Bishops
-intended to put forth a better translation of their own,
- This proclamation put.an end to that expectation, but

must have set many "people to think whether the pro-
- hibition of Tyndale’s translation was justifiable, It ig
interesting to trace tlie steps by which the Reformation
- became an actual fact in a remote pavish like Ruyton,
. where foreign intrigues and the rise and fall of Queens
;'and ministers of state would appear to be of little
_importance, except as subjects for euriosity and gossip,
© Richard Gitting is the next Viear whose name we
“know, In 1533 the Act forbidding appeals to the
. Pope, and the King’sappeal from the Pope to a general
- Council, were ordered to be published on every Church
- door in England, and thus the beginning of the
 Reformation was formally announced, In 1584 the
- whole net income for the first year, and the tenth of.it
. for all succeeding yesrs, of an incumbency were trans-
ferved from the Pope to the King, and in- 1535 all

- livings were re-valued. In the record of this valuation,
.. called Valor Ecclesiasticus, Ric. Gyttynceus is entered

. as Vicar of Ruyton, and his vicarage is valued at £6
per an.,, less 2/- for synodals.? A The Rectory, belonging

1 Burnet, i, 262. o L .
2 At this time 1d. would buy 2 to 3 1bs. of beef. Fleetwood’s
Chron, Preciosum. , . .
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to Haughmond Abbey, is valued at £ 28., less the three
payments of one merk (13s. 4d.) eacl explained above,
The first fruits and tenths so given to the King were
restored to the Chuveh by Queen Anne, and form the
nucleus of the fund known as Queen Anne’s Bounty,

he family of Gitting is still well known in Ruyton,
and may not, improbably be related to this Vicar,

In 1534 the Bishops were ordered to warn all the
clergy to publish every Sunday the King'stitle of su prema
head of the Church ; and the Pope’s name was ordsred
to be erased out of ‘3] service books; and in 1535 all
the clergy were ordered bo teach the King’s supremacy,
and books on the subject: were sent to the Bishops to
distribute among them.! The Bishop of Lichfield,
Rowland Lee, was specially active in obtaining the
aoknowledgment of this title, The Avchbishop of
Ca,nterbury also made 3 metropolitical visitation
of his province with the special object of enfore-
ing the acknowledgment of thig title and the
erasure of the Pope’s name from the services.? This
wag the first alteration mads in the services, and must
be looked upon as the actual beginning of the Reforma-
tion in Ruyton and the neighbouring churches,

Next year, 1536, came down royal injunctiong® for
further declarations in Church., On every Sunday for a
- Quarterofa year,and after that twice every quarter,every
incumbent was to make a declaration that the Bishop
of Rome’s usurped power wag properly abolished, and
that the King’s power wag supreme ; and he wag to
declare the articles which had lately ‘heen agreed to by
Convocation, of which the first was that all things were
to be interpreted according to the Bible and the three
creeds, and the others werg explanations of the uge and
meaning of baptism, penance, communion, justification,
images, adoration of saints, purgatory, and a number of

: ———
-1 Strype’s Eeol, Mem., i, 259, 285, 204,

? Burnet, i, 183, 256, 294, 296,
3 Printed by Burnet, iv., 90,
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ceremonies. The explanations were orthodox enough,
and justified the continuance of the old  services and
ceremonies of the Church, but the fact that the authori-
ties thought the publication to be necessary must have
made an impression on MAany men’s minds that there
was much thal was questionahle and. in need of ex-
planation. The injunctions farther condemned the
extolling images for superstition or wain, and ordered
that the Lord’s Prayer, Creed, and ten Commandments
chould be taught in English; that the Sacraments
should be reverently administered, and that * every
Parson shall on this cide the feasts of St. Peter ad
Vincula next coming, ptovyde a book of the whole
Bible, both in Latin, and also in English, and lay the
same in the Quire for every man that will to read and
look therein.” This English Bible would be Cover-
dale’s, printed in 1335, the only complete Bible yet
printed in English,

In 1536 oll monasteries with an income less than
£200 a year were dissolved. This included Buildwas
and a number of amaller foundations in Shrewsbury
and elsewhere, but did not touch this immediate neigh-
bourhood ; but next year @ visitation was ordeved of
all the remaining monasteries, and though there was
no Act authovising their suppression, they must bave
felt that their danger was imminent.

Tu 1539 came down to all incumbents further in-
junctions from the King, to be yead quarterly in
Church.! They were to provide ‘“ one book of the whole
Bible of the largest volume in English,” and seb it up.
in the Church, and encourage everybody to read it.
No one was to trust in other men's works, or in pilgrim-

“ages, or velics, or saying over beads which they did nob
understand, all of which tended to idolatry. All images
which were abused by pilgrimages or by offerings being
made to them, were to he taken down; and the saying
of ora pro nobis to the saints was Jectared unimpottant,

1 Printed in Burnet, iv,, 101.
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and might be omitted. Some minor alterations, such
ag abolishing the commemoration of S, Thomas 3
Becket, were also made. The same injunctions for the
fivst time ordered the keeping of registers of baptisms,
marriages, and burials in every parvish, Upwards of
800 parishes still have registers of this date,! but those
of Ruyton before 1719 are lost, and are believed to
have been burnt in a fire at, the Vicarage in the middle
of the last century, The “Bible of the largest volume
in English” was that called the « Gireat Bible,”” pub-
lished this year by Coverdale nader the anthority of
Cromwell. The order aboul the Bible, however, was
in many places not earried out, and was repeated, with
Penalties, in 1541.2  The Bibles were meant for private
reading, but were sometimes misused and made centres
for loud arguments and for. disburbing the Church
services. They were ordered to be *fixed” in the
parish churches, and were generally chained to some
desk or pillar, The clergy were forbidden to preach
anywhere but in their own churches,?

- In 1589 was passed the ** Act of the six Avrticles,” ag
it is called, though in the Statute Book it bears the
remarkable title of ““ An Act for abolishing of diversity
of opinions in certain articles concerning Christian re-
ligion.” Tt was entively in favour of the old doctrines,
aflirming transubstantion, private masses, and auricular
confession, that priests may not marry, that vows of
chastity are binding, and that it is not necessary to
administer communion in both kinds. This Act also
wag ordered? to be read quarterly in all churches; but
as it was known that the Archbishop of Canterbury
had voted against it,5 it may be doubted whether it
did much towards ¢ abolishing diversity of opinions.”

1 Cox’s How to write the History of a Parish, p. 60,
* Burnet, iv., 138.

8 Strype's Beel, Mem., 1., 467,

1 Burnet, 1., 417.

5 16, 415.
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At the samo time, an Act was passed legalising all past
and future surrenders of Abbeys, great or small, to the
King, and on the 9th Sept., 1539, the great Abbey of
Haughmond, patron of the living of Ruyton and owner
of the tithes and of the mills of the parish, was surren-
dered by the Abbot and ten canons, the Abbot receiving
a pension of £40 a year, and the canons from £5 68, 8d.
to £10 each. If we remember that the whole net
income of the Vicar of Ruyton at this time was .only
valued at £5 18s., the pensions will not seem to.have
been inadequate. The property of the Abbey passed
to the Crown, and was soon sold, but the advowson of
Ruyton was retained by the Crown till a fow years ago,
when it was transferred by way of exchange fo the
Bishop of Lichfield.

T 1542 Convocation ordered? that in every parish
church a chapter of the Bible in English should be read
to the people every Sunday after the Te Deum and
Magnificat, without exposition. .

In 1543 an Act of Parliament, however, forbade
this, and repeated the prohibition® of Tyndale's
translation of the Bible, but authorised all others,
and the Primers and other books printed in English
for the instruction of the people before 1540; but
““no women nor artificers, apprentices, .journeymen,
gerving men under the degree of yeomen, hugbandmen
or labourers” might read the Bible, except that every
noble woman or gentlewoman might read it for herself.
All books contrary to the doetrine which since 1540
had been, or any time thereafter during the King's life
should be, set forth by his highness, were forbidden ;
and all persons might teach and read in their houses
the book which since the same year had been or
should be set out by the King, with the Psalter,
Primer, Paternoster, Ave, and Creed, in English, By

Y Monasticon, and Burnet, iv., 84
2 Serype’s Hecl. Men., 1, BSO.
8 Burnel, i, B10.
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“this Act a book called the « Necessary Erudition of g
Chrigtian Man,” hut populatly styled the ““ Bishop's
Book,” was made authovitative.! Tt wag drawn up by
.8 committes of divines, who sab by virtue of a com.
mission from the King, confirmed ‘in Pm'liament, and
~contained “a dofinition of faith, explanation of the
Apostles Creed, the seven S craments, the ten Qom-
mandments, the Lord's Prayer, Justifieation, and good
works, and was intendsd as g, summary of the belief of
the Fuglish Church upon these points.” The Committee
began its sittings in 1540,% and the book wag printed
“on the 29th May, 1548, a fow days after the Act
making it authoritative had. Passed. It was issued
“with ‘a preface by the King himself requiring ¢ a)
~ people to read and print in their Learts the doctrine of
this book,” .

In 1544 the King sent ouf an English form of Litany
to bo uged in processions,® and - ordered it to be used
throughout the Provinee of Canterbury. This was the
lagt alteration in Church services made in the reign of
King Henry VILI, ;- and the whole of the alterations in

- this reign were so slight that no new service books
‘were printed, but the old ones continued to be used,
with the erasure of g fow passages, such as the prayery

~for the Pope and the officag for some saints days which
were no longor to be observed 4 But men’s “opiniong
as to the authority of the Church had been shaken to
their foundations, by the rejection of the Pope and the
dissolution of the whole of the monasteries ; and the
~ Placing of at least one English Bible in every parish

- was an Immenge step towards a true conception of
‘religion, Henry VIIL’s death on' 27 Jan, 1546-7,

- greatly accelerated the Reformation, :

1 Buinet, i, 459, - . o :
T Ih, 517, n.
-3 Burnet, iv,, 145,
* Buornet, i, 473.
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In 1547 it was ordered by Royal Proclamation that
“a copy of Erasmug Paraphrase of the New Testament
should be placed, together with the Bible, in every
parieh chureh; and Visitors were sent to every diocese
with instructions similar to the injunctions of 1539.
A book of Homilies was published, and ordered to be
read every Sunday in all churches, and the Visitors
were Lo see that all monuments of idolatry were removed
out of the walls and windows of churches, as well as all
images which were abused by pilgrimages or offerings
to them, that there was a pulpit in every church for
sreaching, and a chest for receiving alms. Preaching
}md been hitherto so grossly neglected by the clergy,
that it was thought necessary to order that all dignified
clergymen should preach parsonally twice a year, and
Bishops four times'! The Homilies were to supply the
incapacity of the ordinary parish priests. The first Ach
of the reign requived the Clommunion to be given in
" both kinds, and gave the laity the right to communicate
together with the priest. Another ropealed the Act
of the Six Articles and several other Acts against
" heretics, and thus restored some liberty of speech and
thought about religious matters. A third gave to the
King all chantries, colleges, and . chapels, and all
revenues belonging to any church for anniversaries,
obits, and lights. The revenues were to be applied for
the maintenance of gramwmar schools or preachers, and
for the increase of vicarages, but were as a matter of
fact applied for the general expenses of the Government,
and altogebher alienated from the Church. This Ast
affected Ruyton, as there was a Chantry of Our Lady
here, endowed with 6 /2 per annum ; some lands in the
parish producing an income of 6/8 per annum, left for
maintaining lights, and a rent-charge of 6d. per annum
also for a light.! No Chantry priest is mentioned, so ’
probably the Chantry was served by the Vicar, whose
- ———

1 Certificates of Colleges and Chautries in the Reeord Office,
Cert. 41, nos. 8, 63, 75, :
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small income wastherefore diminighed by its suppression,
The lands left for lights may possibly have been: the
moiety of the Heath Mill, left, as we have gseen, by John
le Strange about 1272, for maintaining lights at his wife’s
tomb,  All these endowments were gold by the Crown,
and on the 21st April, in the 7th year of King Edward
VL,! Daniel and Alexander Peate’ of Tewkesbury, Gen-
tlemen, sold to John ap David ap Thomas of London,
yeoman, lands in Ryton and in Shelvoxe and Acton in
the same parish, late belonging to the Chantry or Service
of 8t. Mary in the gaid parish,together with rents belong-
ing to soveral other chantries in West Felton, Oswestry,
and elsewhere, which had been granted to them by the
King on the 17th of the same month of April,

In 1548 certain ceremonies,? such. as carrying candles
on Candlemas day, ashes on Ash Wed nesday, and
palms on Palm Sunday, were forhidden by proclamation;
and disputes having arisen as to what images were
superstitious or had been abused, and were therefore
forbidden by former proclamations, it was now ordereds
that all images whatever ghould he removed out of the
churches, Now, if not before, therefore, the crucifix
must have been removed from the 1rcod loft in
Ruyton Church, and the statue out of the niche,
and the rood loft itgelf, the doorway to which ig
still to be seen by the chancel arch, may have been
taken down. TIn March, a form of Communion Service,
adapted from the old Missal,* was sent to every diocese,
and ordered to be used from the following Easter ;
offices in English for morning and evening prayer,
Litany, baptism, confirmation, catechism, extreme
unction, and burial,’ were drawn up by a committee of
divines, and were made compulsory as from Whit-
Sunday, 1549, by Act of Parliament, Against this

—_—

! Blakeway MSS, in Bodleian,

2 Burnet, ii., 94,

3 Order of Council, printed in Burnet, iv., 270.

* Burnet, ii., 103

5 Ih, 121, .

Vol VIIL, 2nd S. 53
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Act eight Bishops and three lay peers protested; but
1t wag carried into effect without any difficulty in the
country, and the visitors found no complaint with
respect to it in any part of the kingdom.* Thus was
the first Prayer Book of Tdward VI substituted for
the old services, and though a few alterations have
since been made, yeb substantially the Church services
became then what they are now, and the Reformation
was completed in its main features. In the same
gession all previous laws about fasting weve repealed,
but it was made an indictable offence to eat meabt on
Fridays, Saturdays, Ember days, or in Lent. Anothet
Act removed all prohibitions against the marriage of
priests.

Tn 1549 « visitation was made by the royal commis-
sioners, whose instructions? were to forbid the use of
ceremonies other than those appointed in the Book of
Common Prayer, to insist that the teaching of the
clergy should be in accordance with the law, that there
shonid be no selling of the Holy Communion, and that
it should not be:celebrated in any chuveh more than
once on any day except Christmas and Easter Days.
This last provision was meant to put an _end to the
celobration of private masses for the dead, for which
the clergy used to be paid. An Act of Parliament
required all the old service books to be given up to be
destroyed, and all images which had formerly belonged
to churches to be defaced, Ienry VIIL s primers,
however, might be kept, provided that the invocations
to saints contained in them were blotted out. 3Against
this Act the Bishop of Lichfield and five other Bishops
protested.

Tn 1550 5 new form of ordination gervice was drawn
up by a Royal Clommission, by authority of an Act
pagsed the previous year,! and came into force in April;

e

1 Burnet, ii., 148, 164

2 Printed in Burnet, iv., 288,
& Burnet, i, 227.

4 Burnet, it., 225, 228.
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and an order in Council was issued to all Bishops to
remove all altars, and to set up tables everywhere for
the communion to be administered in gome convenient
part of the chancel,

In 1552 the second Prayer Book of Edward VI, was
authorised by Act of Parliament, and was to be used
from the Feast of All Saints in that year. The Confes-
sion and Absolution were added, extreme unction and
prayers for the dead were omitted, and a few minor
alterations made, bringing the whole of the gervices
into almost the same form in which we now have them,
The Act required all persons to come to Church every
Sunday and holy day. An Act was also passed, in
consequence of doubbs having been raised on the point,
making the marriages of priests good and their children
legitimate, The 42 Articles of Religion which had been
drawn up the last year were agreed to now by Convo-
cation. And it being alleged that the Visitors for
suppressing the chautries had embezzled g, good deal of
the profits of them, a gtrict, enquiry was ordered into
the matter, and many suits instituted about it in the
Star Chamber,

Edward Deyos appears to have been Viear in 1558,
In that year' Visitors were appointed to examine and
make an inventory of all Church plate; they were to
give one or two chalices of silver, or more at their
discretion, to every church, chapel, or cathedral, and.
were to distribute comely furniture for the communion
table and for surplices. = All the rest of the linen was
to be sold or given to the poor; the copes and altay
cloths were to be sold, and all the rest of the plate and
Jewels was to be delivered to Lhe King’s treasurer.
There is nothing to show that Ruyton lost anything by
bhis act of spoliation, The following Indenture, the
original of which is in the Record Office,” was made

_._h_‘.__,_.‘_._#-_ﬁ__gﬁ_ul_‘ﬁ_«__w.

! Burnet, ij,, 344.
2 Q.R. Church Goodys o
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between the Visitors and the representatives of the
parish,

This Bill indented made the 18 dny of May in the seventh
year of our most dread sovereign lord King Edward the sizth
between Andrew Corbett Richard Manwaryng Knt and Richard
Newport Esquire on the one part and Thomas ap John Robert
Arnwey Churchwardens Edward Deyos and Thomas Phelyps I
Humphrey Ward and John Bedall and Jobn Shelvock on the
other part Witnesseth that we the snid Thomas Robert Edward
and Thomas Phelyps Humphrey Ward John Bedall John
Shelvock do bind ourselves by those presents to have
unstolen unsold or unembezzled one chalice of silver with the
patent theveunto 3 bells now remaining within the Church of
the , . . of Royton and we will answer therefor. In
witness whereof we have put our hands the year and day
sbove said,

This is unsigned, unless five crosses at the foot repre-
sent as many signatures; there are no witnesses. It
shows, however, that a chalice and paten and three
bells were in the church at that time, all of which have
since disappeared. The P after Phelyps’ name has a
mark of abbreviation after it, and seems to stand for
priests, and we presume that Edward Deyos, the first
mentioned, was viear, and Thomas Phelyps his carate.
On the 6th July in this year the whole current of
legislation was changed by the death of Edward VL
and accession of Queen Mary.

Queen Mary immediately upon Ler accession forbade
all preaching whatever, even by a clergyman in his own
parish, without licence from the Crown! The issuing
of these licences was pub into the hands of Gardiner,
Bishop of Winchester, and he had authority to send
preachers to any cathedral or church he might think
fit; thus the mouth of the clergy in favour of the
Reformation was effectually closed.  All King Edward’s
laws about religion were repealed by Parliament, and
it was made penal to disturb the preachers or to hold

! Burnet, ii, 380, 384,
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meetings to alter anything of religion established by
law,

In 1554 the Queen gent instruetions! to the Bishops
to remove all married clergy and to punish heretios,
and a large number of clergy were deprived in conse-
quence,” Al laws against the Papacy since the 20th
Henry VIII. were repealed, and the laws against
heretics were rovived,

In 1555 first fruite were abolished by Aect of Parlia-
ment, and the Church lands, tithes, and tenths, which
were in the Queen’s hands, were restored to the Church.
In this year two Protestants were burnt at Lichfield,
and two at, Coventry.® In 1557 another man was
burnt at Lichfield,*

In 1558 the death of the Queen on the 17th Novem-
ber stopped the persecution, and the long reign of
Elizabeth established the Reformation on a firm footing,
She immediately issued a proclamation® for reading 1n
English the Gospels and Epistles, the Lord’s Prayer,
Apostles Creed, ten Commandmey, ts, and Litany, and
forbidding the elevation of the host at mass.

In January, 1558-9, Parliament met, and immediately
restored the Queen's supremacy and abolished the
Pope’s, restored the Prayer Book, with a few alterations
made to meet the views of those who believed in a
corporal presence in the Sacrament, and restored to her
the Church property which had been sarrendered by
Queen Mary, Against all these Aets, Bain, Bishop of
Lichfield, who had been appointed by Queen Mary,
protested, and soon after, for refusing to take the oafh
of the Queen’s supremacy, he was deprived, Of 640
patish clergy in the diocese, not more than 14 resigned
their livingg on this final establishment of the Reforma-
tion. Bain died hefore the consecration of his successor

! Printed in Burnet, iv, 333,
® Burnet, iii,, 339,

Burnet, iii,, 493,

10, 543,

10, 585,
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Bentham in 1560.! Bentham was an active reformer,
and had risked his life by ministering regularly to the
Protestants in London in {Queen Mary’s reign. All
preaching without licence from the Crown was again
forbidden, and injunctions were sent all over England,
similar to those of 1547, but with some additions. All
images, of whatever kind, were to be removed from the
churches. As offence had been given by some indecant;
marriages of priests, it was ordered that no priest or
dencon should marry without allowance from the Bishop
of the diocese and two justices of the peace, and the
congent of the woman’s parents or friends ; all the clergy
were to wear their habits, for order and decency, and
were only to preach if licensed by their ordinary ; every
one was to go to Church on Sundays and holy days ; the
Common Prayer and Litany were to be used on Wednes-
days and Fridays in all churches, and a communion
table was to be made for every church. Visitors were
sent round to see that these injunctions were obeyed,
and in the result only 80 incumbents throughout
England vesigned on account of the changes now made.
AN who remained read in Church a profession of
Joctrine? drawn up for them by the newly-appointed
Bishops. Thus the Reformation was completed, and
the Church services were pub into substantially the
same form in which we have them still.

By Letters Patent of the 8th May, in the second
year of her reign, the Queen sold for £284 to Sir
Thomas Hanmer of Hanmer, the Rectory of Ruyton
and all houses, lands, and other property in Ruyton
* belonging to the Rectory, the clear yearly value of the
whole being £8 18s. 4d., * excepting out of the sald
grant all bells and all the lead in and upon the premises
oxcept the lead in the gutters and windows,” The
church bells had been committed to the care of the
Churchwardens and others under Edward VL, but

e

1 Dipe. Hist, of Lickfield, 221,
2 Buruet, ii., 626, iv,, 393.



RUYTON ¢mnuRrcw, 351

were perhaps now taken away and sold for the uge of
the Crown, ag none of the date of Edward VI remain
in the church,

In 1569 the Pope excommunicateq and deposed the
Queen, and eXcommunicated all whe should obey hey
laws, thug making a formal separation between his
adherents and hers, and for the first time establishing
a separate sect of Roman Catholics in Kingland.

The church sti]] possesses a chalice with cover, dated
1570. It was, Perhaps, substituted fop the chalice
mentioned in the Bond of 1553, which hag disappeared,

ound it is inseribed “The Parishe of Ruiton Ane
1570,

William Roberts 2ppears to have been Viear in 1571,
for the Regigter of Middle Church hag the following
entry :—“ 1571, June 8. Gulielmug Roberts Verb; Dei
Minister apud Riton, duxit Dorotheam Birche famulam
Thomae Wilson Rectoris de Middle, N upti fuere 8
June.” No regular dissenting eongregations had yet
been formed, mucl, less were there any recognised
dissenting ministers ; bug « the word minister became
usual in these timeg for distinction from the idolatrous
Priests of the Romigh Church.”? W, may gather from -
this description of him, no less than from hig marriage,
that Robertg was a thorough friend to the Reformation :
and from hig marrying a maid servant we may suppose
that he was not of very distinguished biyt), Both
Roberts and Bireh are common local names noyy, The
secular clergy had neyey had much social standing, and
had been muck looked down upon by the religions
orders ; and the Reformation had mada their position
worse than before, by depriving them of the payments
‘made for masges for the dead, of oferings made at the
shrines of saints, and of othey similar profits, besides
taking away the pecuniary support which the monag-
teries, no doubt, gave to the churcheg dependent on
them, Accordingly, in King Edward VLs time, many

1 Btrype’s Lige of drehbishop Larker, p. 127,
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of them are said to have betaken themselves to trades
for o livelihood, and to have become carpenters and
tailors, and even alehouse keepers ;! and it was alleged
that ¢ the greatest part of them were so ignorant that
they could do little more than read.”

Mhomas Davis was thstituted 23 Dec., 1589. A
clergy list? of 1602 ‘nforms us that he bad taken mo
degree, but was ‘‘a preacher in his owue cure by the
L. Bighop of Coven. and Tich.,” that is, he held the
Bishop's licence to preach in his own parish, but nob
olsowhere. Many incumbents were not then allowed
to do even this. He was otill Vicar in 1628 ;> we may
presume, therefore, that he was the immediate prede-
cessor of

John Edmonds, who was instituted 2 May, 16354
The two oldest bells now in the church ave dated 1637,
and were, therefore, made during his incumbeney.
Archbishop Laud was now actively promoting greater
reverence and ceremonial obgervance in the Church
services, and our bells may probably be due to his
influence. They are the thivd and fourth of the present
peal of six, and are inscribed respectively ** Gloria in
oxcelsis Deo 1637,” and ¢ Richart Paine, Richart Paine
Wardens 16377 There ‘¢ a memorial stone in the
chancel to “ Mr, Thomas Pagne of Frdstuston who died
the 18 of December 1705, and another to Richard
Payne son and heir of Richard Payne of Fardeston who

e ——

1 Bornet, i, 323,

2 Shrop. Avch., T'rans., 9nd Series, vol. v., 268,

8 Plakeway MSS in Bodleian, Shropshire Parochial Clergy.

4 Thig is enbered in the Book of Institutions in the Record Office
under Ryton Rectory, the patron being the King; but under the
game heading, and also under that of Rauyton Vicarage is enteved a
presentation by Thos. and Edw. Corbett of one Henry Miller on 1
Dac., 1636, The King was the patron of Ruyton Vicarage, and the
Corbetts of Longnor were patrons of Hyton Rectory (near Shifual),
and two of them at this time were named Thomas and Edward. It
it, clear, therefore, that it was to Ruyton Vicarage that Jobn Edmonds
was appointed, and that Henry Miller was Rector of Ryton, near
Shifual.

e
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dyed the 27 of December 1706 aged 25.” These may,
probably, be descendants of the Churchwardens who
proeuved the bells in 1637. Outside the east end is a
stone to “ Margaret, the wife of Richard Payne, late of
Wikey, who departed this life y© 21 day of January in
the year of our Lord 1729 aged 85.” John Edmonds
was deprived of his living for “ delinquency,” by the
Parliamentarian party, and

Thomas Watmore was intruded into the living, As
“Vicar of Riton” he signed a - Testimony of the
Ministers of the Province of Salop to the Solemn Learue
and Covenant,” which is undated, but was printedg by
F. N, for Thos. Underhill at the Bible in Wood St
1648.”2  They * protest against the errors heresies and
blasphemies of these times,” and “ avouch their ready
assent to the Confession of faith presented to both
Hon" Houses of Parliament by the Agsembly of
Divines called together and yet sitting by their
authoriby ;” and they detest the thought that “‘opinions
eminently destructive to pietie and public peace,
threatening and working the speedie ruine of Souls,
should find Connivance and Toleration amongst. us;
being well assured that the Christian Magistrate cannot
answer his neglect before God’s tribunal if he be not
an avenger to execute wrath on these evill doers:
spiritual as well as temporal adulteries being an iniquitie
to be punished by the Judges,” This is signed by 59
Shropshire ministers, including Samuel Hildersam,
Rector of West Felton, Stephen Lewis, Pastor of
Baschurch, Richard Payne, Minister of Nestrange,
William Rock, Minister of Aston. The great majority
sign themselves Minister, Pastor, or Preacher, eight are
Rectors, the Vicar of Riton is the only one who calls
himself Vicar, and he had no right to the title, as his
predecessor had been illegally deprived. The signatories
would all be Presbyterians, not Independents, as the

! Blakeway MSS, in Bodleian, Shropshire Parochial Clergy.
T A MS copy is in possession of M, J. Parry-Jones, Oswestry.
Yol VIIL, 2nd 8. TT
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former disliked toleration, while the latter were in
favour of it,! though they would exclude popery and
prelacy from its benefits. The minister in possession
of Oswestry held Independent opinions, and did not
sign this Testimony.  The two Houses of Parliament
had by ordinances of 1644 and 1645 abolished the
necessity for ministers of the Church of England being
episcopally ordained, and enacted that ordinations
should be by the Presbytery;? and Watmore was pre-
sumably ordained in this way and placed at Ruyton
come time after the surrender of Shrowsbury to the
Parliament in 1645, _

In Charles IT.’s time some attention was paid to the
church, and perhaps the present chancel arch wasg put
in in his reign ; for the two wooden tablets now fastened
against the walls of the tower, on which the Ten
Commandments are well painted in black letter, bear
the date 1668, and were formerly above the chancel
arch, together with the royal arms.® They were, no
doubt, removed when the chancel arch was repaired in
1860. And on the outside of the same wall, above the
roof of the chancel, is a stone tablet ingeribed ¢ F, B.,
R, P, C , 1676.”" One or two of the initials are
not very distinct, but the last two letters were, probably,
C. W., meaning Churchwardens, and F, B. and R. P.
the initials of the Churchwardens who did the repairs
at that time. ' _
~ Bagshaw’s Shropshire (lazetteer of 1851 says that

the south side of the chureh was built about 1696.
The wall, however, is certainly Norman, but 1t may
have been restored at this time.

William Criffiths, Vicar of Ruyton, was huried there
on January 2ud, 1720, and his widow Hanunah on Dec.
17th, 1726. It was, probably, in hig time that the

i Collier's Charch History, viil,, 297, 373.

» Collier, vitl, 374, 302.

3 MS. deseription of Ruyton Church about 18486,
4 Parish Register,
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fourth bell of the present peal was procured. Tt g .
inseribed “William Hood and Tho. Poweli Ch. Wardens
1716." The oldest existing Register beging in his time.
The first entry of a marriage is on June 11th : of a
“baptism, July 14th ; and of a burial, August 10th, 1719,

Fdward Jeffreys wag instituted 5 Oct., 17201 Tig
son Itichard? was admitted ap under-graduate ab All
Souls, Oxford, aged 19,in 1731, The Viear was buried
at Ruyton, 14 Dec., 1751, aged 70, his widow Elizabeth
14 March, 1774, aged 84, and their son Thomas 25
June, 1791, aged GO. Their tombstones are . outside
the east end of the church, but were formerly placed on
the floor of the chancel.

The following table of the Vicar’s dues at this time
used* to he against the north wall of the north aisle,
but is now in the tower ;—

Petor Basnett. Corbett Edwards, Wardens. 1786, There be-
longeth to the Viear of Ruiton the offerings or oblations of the
Widowers and Widows and the Widows and Widowers of all
the servants and childyen Communicanis of the Township of
Shotatton together with the g part of all other tythings, only
excepting the offerings and oblations of married couples which
is paid to the Viear of Ness Strange,

Item there belongeth to the Viear of Ruiton Mortuaries
from 8/6 to 10/- according to the Statute of the 51 Hen, 8,

Item for burying in the Chancel 6/8, and for burying in the
Churchyard 1/4,

ltem yo offerings for married couples p* banns 9/6, with
license without banns 5/,

Item ye offerings for women after child bearing 1/..

Ttem ye offerings at Waster, for each person ab age to receive
ye Holy Sacrament 27 besides what each tradesman pays for
his hand which is 4¢, '

Ltem servants wages 19 per pound, Smoalk and garden 24,

Ttem for all Jambs under number 5 ye Vicar is to have half
one, if there be 7 he is o have » whole lamb if he please and
———

' Book of Tustitutions in Record Offige,

# Blakeway MSS,, No. 3, Shropshire Parochial Notices in Bodleian,
Library,

3 Pu};kcs’ “Dreawings of Churches,” &e., BM., Add. MS. 21,180,

! Rev. Yidw. Williains’ MSS., Add, MS., 24,236,
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ay to the owner 94, at 10 he is to have a whole lamb, Wool
18 tythed after the same manner per pound,

Ttem there belongs to the Viear of Ruiton all tythe piggs
and geese with eggs or fowls, y° eustom is to have & pigg at
and carry y* odd on to 10. Forevery cow 14 and every calf 3d.

Ttem for every colt foaled in y° parish 4%,

Ttem thére belongs to the Vicar all tythe bay and clover
throughout the whole parish excepting the township of Wikey.

Item Hemp and Flax is gathered by the 104 handful or if
bound by the 10% Sheafe.

Ttem y° tythe of Ruiton Cornmill is 8/4, of the New Mill 3/4.

Ttem y® Vicar hath 1 pew in 37“ Chancel on ye right side of
ye reading desk joining to ¥° body of y° Church.

Ttem y° Clerks wages consists of 8% for every mise place
Cottagers pays 2! Making a grave in y¢ Churchyard 18 1/-
Officiating fees pence, Marriage offerings 1/-, and for
women after childbearing pence,

One of the Churchwardens who put up this table is
commemorated on s stone slab formerly in the chureh,
but now outside the east end. The inseription 18—
« Peter Basnet elder son of Peter Basnet of Wikey.
As his body lies in the silent grave It is a portion thab
we all shall receive. Ob. Nov. 1749, at. 59.”

Francis Wilde, who was admitted Rector of Knockin
in 1750,! was instituted to Ruyton, 6 May, 17522 It
s said that about the middle of this century the Vicarage
was burnt down, and the old Parish Registers destroyed.
Tf this happened just at this time, it may account for
the living being allowed to be held together with that
of Knockin. On the 9th September, 1759, Wilde's
wife was buried at Ruyton, and the following inserip-
tion to her memory is on a brass plate on the south
wall of the chancel :— Underneath rest the remains of
Hannah ye beloved wife of Francis Wilde, Vicar of this
Parish, who died Sept. 6, 1759, aged 35, Conjux pia
casta fidelis Infelix puerpera.””  From this time Francis
Wilde's name never appears on the Ruyton registers,
which are signed by curates or clergymen from neigh-

e N

1 Blakeway’s MSS. in Bodleian, _
2 Book of Institutions in Record Office.
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bouring parishes. TIn the Knockin register, under the
year 1759, is inserted a note that *° Wilde Vicar of
Ryton was Rector of this Parish and dyed July 1761.”
He never himself signed the Knockin registers, and
after his wife’s death he may have gone away and not
resided in either parish. Neither of the registers record
his burial.  He died on the 13th July, 1761.1

David Owen was instituted? 28 Sept., 1761, and the
register records that on the 27th June, 1766, “ Rev,
David Owen of this Parish Batchelor was married to
Ermine Digry of this Parish, Widow,” which entry the
bride signed by her mark. The withesses are two
Braddocks. The Viear himself was not a man of much
education, to judge from his writing in the Vestry
Minute Book. " In that Book there is an entry for wine
in the year 1777, at Easter 11s, 6d., Michaelmas 4s. 8d.,
Christmas 11s. 6d. Similar entries oceur in other
years, and one of them shows that the price given for
one bottle of wine was 3g, Apparently wine wag gob
only on those three festivals, but & great deal was con-
sumed then. Probably some of it was treated as a
perquisite of the Viear and Churchwardens.®* From
Nov., 1775, to J uly, 1776, fifteen persons are entered
as having died of ‘sinall pex.  On the outside of the
priest’s doorway in the south wall of the chancel ig
carved the date 1777. In this year the Rectory and
tithes of Ruyton, together with the Manor, were sold
by Lord Craven to a Mr, Ashby. This sale would
include the rector’s rights in the chancel, and the date
may have been carved as a record of it, The tithes and
rectorial rights have since become divided among a
good many holders,

On the 19th July, 1785, the dwelling house of
Richard Richards of Ruyton, was registered at Quarter
Sessions as a place of religious worship for dissenters,

Y Gent’s May,

% Book of Tnstitutions in Record Offlce.

? Bee Churchwardens’ Accounts of High Lreall, Shrop, Arch, T'rans.,
2nd Series, vii,, 237,
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A brass plate formerly on the floor of the chancel
was inseribed! ¢ The Rev. David Owen died the 28th
Qct., 1786, aged 77 years s and on a stone outside the
east end is ¢ Underneath listh the remains of Ermin
Owen, relict of the Rev. David Owen, Vicar of this
Parish, who departed this life the day of April,
1799, aged 77 years.” :

David Evans was the next Vicar, but was not insti-
tuted? till 26 Sept., 1788. As he lived till 1821, theve
are old men who still remember him and tell stories
obout him., It is said thabt he was a Welshman, and
curate of Oswestry, and that he walked all the way to
London to ask the Lerd Chancellor for the living. His
shoes were worn into holes and the Lord Chancellor's
servant took him for a tramp, and refused to admit
him, bt he insisted on waiting, and succeeded in seeing
{he Chaneellor. Lord Thurlow, who held the office,
asked who his patron was, to which he replied,
«The Lord of Hosts, for [ have no other.” Lord
Thurlow rejoined, * This is the first application from
that quarter 1 have ever had,” and handed Mr, Evans
over to a head servant to be taken care of for the night.
On Mr. Evang’ return home, he found the appointment
had arrived before him. Tt is said that in his time
Clorbet, the ghost who troubled Coton, was specially
active and malevolent, used to take off the wheels of
carts, and do all kinds of other mischievous things. S0
the Rev. David livans and five other ministers proceeded
to Coton, and after praying and preaching there for
move than two hours, they aucceeded in getting the
ghost into a bottle by about midpight. They then
threw the bottle into the west corner of the pool in
fvont of the house, under the oak tree which has now
fallen, and is lying on the bank. The ghost was by

this means laid for 1,000 years.?

Mr—w

1 Parkes® “ Drawings of Churches,” &e., Brit, Mus. Add, MSS
21,130 ; Rev. Jidw. Willinms' MSS., ib. 24,236

2 Book of Institutions in Tecord Office,

3 Cooper, the old schoolmaster, aged 78, says thab his mother ve-
membered this performance.
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Mr. Evang’ entries in the Vestry Book are not more
literate in writing and spelling than those of hig pre-
decessor; but the fabric of the chureh received gome
attention in hig time, On 5 March, 1798, he enters
that the Vestry resolved That a galery bs erected in
the south aisle of the Parish Church of Ruyton across
the belfty, and a new window to be made to give light
to the galery above and the forms below, to be bujlf at
the general expense of the parish gt large,”. On 9
Nov., 1799, it was determined to propose to the parish
“that Mr. Telford who built the Platt, Bridge be
desired to inspect the church and to propose a plan for
the levelling, repairing, pewing, and otherwise putting
the church into good and substantial repair.” Nothing,
however, seoms to have beon done, for on 3¢ Nov.,
1807, there was another resolution to raige g subserip-
tion “ for the purpose of raising the floor and pewing
the Church, and also for erecting a gallery at the wegt
end of the same.” Qqur picture of the church representg
it as it was in 1809, and is taken from Parkes’ “ Draw-
ings of Churches” in the British Museum,! In 1810
it was resolved that “The Committee formerly appointed
to carry into effect the pewing and repairing the said
Parish Church, which Committes have hitherte cdone
nothing, be dissolved, and that the Vicar, the Hon,
Thomas Kenyon, and My, J ohn Bronghall, Churol.
wardens, be authorised to apply for a faculty for new
pewing, raising, repairing, and crecting a gallery within
the said Parish Churel, ;7 and accordingly, in 1811, a
contract by Richard Owen to do the work for £403 85 g4,
was accepted. It would appear from the above entriag
that the church had hitherto been supplied with formg
only, and that Pews were now introduced for tae first
time. The sibtings were sold b ¥ auction to raige money
for the improvements, In 1812 it was further resolved
that a new window be made in the lower part of the
said parigh church, opposite the gallery ; and that g

—————

1 Add, MSS,, 21,180,
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window be made over the helfry door, and to be glazed,
the estimate for each of which works was £15. The
gmall marble font, now in the church, but not used, was
presented in 1813 by the Hon. T. Kenyon. The very
rough stone one which had preceded it, is now concealed
ander the floor of the pulpit.

On the 12th June, 1819, it was “judged necessary
to erect new Cates to the Churchyard with stone
pillars;” and it was also “agreed that for the encourage-
ment and it is hoped for the improvement of Psalm
ginging in Church, that an annnal dinner be provided
at the Craven Arms,' with such other refreshment as
will make them comfortable for the evening, to be paid
out of the poors loan.” The National School was built
by subscription in 1819, the site being given by the
Misses Kinaston.?
~ Mr. Cooper, the former schoolmaster, says ‘¢ Mr.
Fvans in his latter years was always chewing tobacco,
and drank a greab deal. When I was about five years
old, I was playing with other children in the road about
nine o'clock on a Sunday morning, when we Saw the
TRev. David Evans and Braddock the Clerk coming
along. We stood aside and bowed to them, and they
went into the Ball Inn?® We saw them sitbing inside
with a jug of beer, and a sweep came into the room,
who had sleptin an outbuilding all night, and sat down
with them, The Vicar said, ‘ Now we are two ministers
meeting together’ (both being in black). Then they
oot to high words, and at last the Vicar hit, the sweep.
The sweep did not hit him back, but swang round his
bag and peppered the Vicar and Clerk all over with
soob, o that when they came out, we could not tell the
gweep from the Vicar, excopt that the Vicar always
wore a velvet coat and breeches, and shoes with buckles,

1 Now the Powis Arms.

2 Bagshaw's Shropshire Gaszettesy, 197,

8 Tt has long ceased to bo an inn, and was lately occupied by
Mr. R, Brown. The parish doctor now has his surgery there.
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and we could see the buckles. The Clerk took him
away and got him washed before service.”

The following inscription is on a stone on the wall of
the aisle :-—* Sacred to the niemory of the Rev. David
Tivans, 35 years Vicar of this Parish. He was born
Jan, 1, 1753, and died June 1, 1821, Algo of Mary
his wife, who was horn May 24, 1758, and died Aug.
11, 1826, at Lichfield, where she was buried. Also of
John Griffiths, their son, who was born May 29, 17 82,
and died Nov, 10, 1804.” Mr. Evans’ son George had
officiated as curate since 1817, and remained in charge
of the parish after his father's death. It was long
before the vacancy was filled up, for in March, 1823,
George Evans still signs the register as ourate ; but the
living was at last given to him.

* George Evans signs the register ag Viear for the first
time 8 Sept., 1823, He was baptised at Ruyton, 18
Oct., 1793. The Independent Chapel, which is the
oldest dissenting chapel in the parish, was built in
1833, In 1837, the flagon, chalice, and paten now in
use, and also a new organ, were given to the church
by the Misses Margaret and Ann Kinaston of Ruyton
Hall. At this time there had been & great increase in
the population of Ruyton, as indeed of most places
throughout the kingdom. A statement isgued in 1344
informs us that the church then had 294 sittings, of
which 264 were appropriated, and 30 froe, In 1821 the
population had been 862, and the number of inhabited
houses 168; in 1841 the population was 1,081, the
number of houses 208 ; and between 1841 and 1844 six
additional houses had been built, It was, therefore,
felt necessary to enlarge the church, and in 1844-5 the
present north aisle was built at a cost of £628 12g 6d.,
raised by voluntary subscriptions, On a wooden tablet
in the aisle is the following inseription :—“This Church
was enlarged in the year 1845, by which means 96
additional sittings were obtained, and in consequence
of a grant from the Incorporated Society for promoting
the enlargement, building and repairing of Churches
Yol. VIII, 2nd 8. uvu
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and Chapels the whole of that number are hereby
declared to be free and unappropriated for ever, the
provision of Church room previously to the alteration
being to the extent of 204 sittings, 30 of which number
are free.” It is said! that in the rubble of the old wall
pulled down for this enlargement were found several
pieces of painted plaster, no doubt belonging to the
previous aisle of the 14th century. At the same time
5 Church rate was levied to put the old part of the
church into the same state as the mew. The east
window of the north aisle wag painted at Munich aboub
1855, by a firm which had put up similar windows in
Cologne Cathedral, and is a memorial to four children
of the Rev. George Hunt, second son of Mr. Rowland
Hunt of Boreatton, who all died in 1831-2. The figures
of the two girls are portraits taken from a photograph
of a picture of them. One of the brothers of these
children afterwards became the Right Hon. George
‘Ward Hunt, Chancellor of the Hxchequer and First
Lord of the Admiralty, The subject of the window is
Christ blessing little children, The water behind re-
presents the pool at Boreatton, and the hills are the
Breidden. An inseription in memory of the parents of
the children is on the north wall of the chancel.

Tn 1839 to 1847 the tithes of the parish were com-
muted, the Vicar receiving a rent-charge of £250 per
annum, and being relieved from the necessity of collect-
ing from bis parishioners the yarious dues mentioned in
the table quoted above.

A tablet in the chancel is inscribed : ¢ Sacred to the
memory of the Rev. George Evans, M.A., thirty-six
years Vicar of this parish, He died October 6th, 1859,

‘aged 65 years. Also of Flizabeth his wife, who died
April 14th, 1866, aged 72 years.”

" Fredevick Paget Wilkinson was instituted early in
1860. He had been Curate of Ponsonby, in Cumber-
land, 1854-5, Chaplain to the Bishop of Argyll and the

1 By Jos, Cooper.
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Isles 1855-7, Rector of Great Orton, Cumberland,
1857-9. In the same year, 1860, the Primitive Meotho-
dist Jubilee Chapel on the Brown MHill was built,
Mr. Wilkinson at once took up energetically the
repairing of the chancel, the necessity of which had

ben recognised before Mr, Fvans' death, £37 was
taken from the Church rate for repairing the chancel
arch, but the chancel wag repaired, re-roofed, and re-
seated by contributions from the tithe owners in pro-
Pottion to the amount of their tithes, amounting
altogether to £248 11s, There were also considerablo
voluntary subscriptions.! The glass in the four small
Norman windows wag given by the Rev. John Evans
and Canon Evang, nephews of the late and grandsons
of the previous Viear; one south window by Rowland
Hunt, Esq., of Boreatton, the other by Miss Campbell.
The east window was filled with glass by a subseription
of £100 as a memorial to the two Misses Kinaston of
Ruyton Hall, who had died in 1838 and 1845. A
monument to. them and several former members of the
family is on the wall of the north aisle, and a stone in
emory of others forms part of the pavement near the
pulpit. The builder employed for the chancel wag
Mr. Morris of Oswestry, and the architect was Mr,
Pountney Smith, It was completed early in 1862,
At the same time au addition to the Churchyard was
made at an expense of £112, paid out of the poor rate,
The easternmost window in the wall of the aisle was
filled with stained glass “To the glory of God and in
memory of Frederick Lionel Wilkinson, died Jan. 27,
1864, aged 5 years,” Soon afterwards the main bod
of the chureh was restored at g cost? of £1066 12, 9d,
The floor was lowered to one of the old pavements {one
still older having been found some inches below), and
was re-paved ; the church was warmed with hot water,
and was re-seated with open pews of oak; the gallery
- —_

—_—— O ET
L See Parish dlay, for April, 1871,
¥ Pavish Mag, for Maxch, 1871,
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was removed, the large west window was filled with
glass, a new organ was pub up, and three new bells
hung, being the 1st, 2nd, and 6th in the present peal
of six. The st treble is inscribed ; “ 1868, God save
the Church our Queen and Realm, and send us Peace
in Christ. Amoen.” The 2nd: *1868. Rejoice in the
Lord.” The 6th, tenor: <1868, We praise thee O
God.” The other three, dated 1637 and 1716, have
been already described. They are in the key of B flat.
A new and larger font, of Bath stone, was presented by
Mr. Walford, and 2 new window near it, in the south
wall, by the Rev. Leonard Slater, formerly a curate
here. An inscription under it says that it is “ To the
glory of God and in memory of Frederic Silas, born L7
Feb., 1844, died 25 Nov., 1850; and George Grimghaw,
born 15 March, 1845, died 29 Nov., 1850, the beloved
children of the Rev. Leonard and Elizabeth Noxris
Qlater.’ The church was re-opened after the restora-
tion on Thursday, L7 Sept., 1868. Meanwhile at the
other end of the parish the Hon, Mrs, T. Kenyon had
built a new churck at Pradoe, of which Mr. Rohde
Hawking was the architect, and Messts. Morris the
builders. The first stone was laid on the 18th June,
1860, the nave was opened 19 Oct., 1861, and the
tower and chancel 1st Jan,, 1865, Bishop Lonsdale
gave leave for the sacraments to be regularly adminis-
Tered there on 28 Aug., 1867, and the first ekild
baptised there after this was Lionel Richard Kenyon,
a grandchild of the foundress of the church, who was
baptised on the 1st Sept., 1867, in the small marble
font given to Ruyton Church by his grandfather, which
was brought over for the purpose, The font belonging
to Prados church was given afterwards by Mr. and Mrs,
Avthur Kenyon, in memory of their infant child, who
died in 1868, and of Miss Emma Jane Kenyon, daughter
of the foundress, who died in 1868, It was carved out
of a stone from Mrs. Kenyon's quarry at Bardiston.
"The Holy Compunion was fivst administered in Pradoe
Church on the 15th Sept., 1867. The west window
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memory of Rowland Whitehall Kenyon, youngest gon
of the foundress, and g Major in that regiment, who
died in 1873,

In 1877, Ruyton Churchyard wasg again enlarged by
the purchase for £100, from My, Minton, of the ruing
of the old Castle, with 1 1ood 24 perches of Iand. Tt
wag consectated by Bishop Maclagan on Noy. 9th, 1881,
In 1880 the church seats were re-arranged, and the
whole of the sittings were declared freo and unappro-
priated, to the great pleasure of the Vicar. In 1881
the Village Cross was erected at the expense of Miss
Orde, the Viear's sister-in-law, on the site of the Old
Court House of the Manor. The hearse house was
built in 1882, In 1883 4 new clock was placed in the
tower. In 1885 the two mogt easterly windows of the
nave were filled with stained glass, and there is a gmall
shield on the wall, which states that they wore erectod
“To the glory of God and in memory of Richard
Rowland Minton, who died Dec. 2, 1879 also Frances
Anne, his daughter, who died March 11, 1864.” In
1888 the tower screen was erocted by My John
Humphreys of Hanley Hall, in imemory of his niece,
Catherine Basnett Ogswel] ; and the Lych gate wag put
up by public subseription in memory of two sons of
the Vicar, who died in 188 and 1887, aged respectively
20 and 22, Tn the same year, ou June 8rd, was held
the first fower service in the parish, at Pradoe Church,
In 1892 the church porch was rvebuilg according to
what is believed to have been itg original 16th century
design, by Mrs, R. R, Minton of the Hursts, Rock

erry, Liverpool, in memory of her two sons, Richard
Rowland and Thomas Powell Minton, In taking down
the old one there wag found built into the wal] above
the window the greater part of a 18¢h century tomb-
stone, carved with an elaborate cross, with an outline
of the sole of a boot op oue side of it, and an object
which may be an animal's head or g hatchet, on the
other side. It is pow preserved in the north aisls.
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The porch was dedicated on the 5th August, 1892,
when the Vicar preached what was to be one of his last
sermong. He had been very unwell for some time,and
on the 29th Oct. he passed away. T he Parish Magazine
in describing the funeral service says:—'' It was a
alorious service of praise and thanksgiving, a bright
cloge of the earthly life of one of whose character the
key note was charity—not only the charity that freely
gave to those in need, but the still higher 1m‘ge-hea1‘ted
chavity that forgave the ankind word, that even when
words of rebuke had to be spoken, were always followed
with ¢ But I am sure you did not mean it.”” He could
not believe in intentional wrong-doing.”  On subserip-
tions being invited for a memorial to him,almost every-
one in the parish contributed, and a beautiful yeredos,
designed by Messrs. Bodley and Garner, was dedicated
by the Bishop of Shrewsbury on April 3rd, 1894, It
represents St. John the Baptist, in whose honour the
church is dedicated, baptising our Tord; on the right
nd left are two of his disciples, St. Andrew and St
John, and beyond them are St, Chad, the first Bishop
of Lichfield, and St, Oswald, the champion of Christianity
in this part of Mercia, On the 4th March, 189 3,
M. Wilkinson's widow followed him to the grave. The
Primitive Methodist Chapel on Blackbow Hill was
built in 1892

William Backhouse Gowan was instituted 17 Feb.,
1893. He was Curate at Farlam, Cumberland, 1877-9,
and at Walsall 1879 to 1887, and Viear of Ketley 1887
to 1893, The previous vicars had been presented by
the Lord Chancellor, the advowson having come into
the hands of the Crown on_the dissolution of Haugh-
mond Abbey; but in 1887, Bishop Maclagan succeeded
in making an exchange, by which he gave up to the
Lord Chancellor the preseuntation to some livings in
Hampshire and one in Lincolnshire, and acquired that
of nine in his own diogese, including Ruyton, Baschurch,

and Fitz. My Gowan was the first Vicar of Ruyton

presented by the Bishop. In 1895 an alms dish in
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s and wag i consequence
re-pointed ; and iy 1896 a Cf Mission
o0, erected through the exertiong of the icar, wag
opened gt Wikay.

The follo Wing are the 18eriptiong now

in the chanee)
of Ruyton Churel, begmning at the east enq.
n the north wall ;2.

To Franeje Thorneg and hig wife, given in the History of
Shelvoek.

Beneath bhis, a tile ip memory of Bishop Selwyn of New
Zoalang and Lichﬁeld, who dieg 1878,

Beneath thig & small plate op 4 r

eaded stone, ingeribag
“Adolphyg Procior, boyy gin Apri]
—_—_

led 23 April 1821

uxisse dym vixit deo,
Sare Willagton Matronge Pientissimg,
vita Brumnosy g beatam
Um gandio translatg Gulielmyg
Willaston Coniygj dilectissimg,

MPp
Obiit die Febr, g B 1622 migiig Sus 31,

—_—
To Rey, George Bvang ang hig wife, given abovye,
—_—
In the Ohurchya

rd lis the TeMAINg of thy Revareng George
Hune MA, Seeon( son of Rg wiand Hung of Boreatton in
YA Qo Procioy rented Buyton Hall,

This was, no doubt, his ehilq,
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the adjoining Pavigh Esquire. e was for 30 years rector

of Barningham cuwm Coney-Weston in the’ County of

Qufioll, where he laboured with earmest and unaffecte
zenl for the good of the flock copymitted to his CATe. 6
departed this life on the 19t of March AD, 1853 aged
67 years. -

Poside him rests Troma his wife daughter of Sarnnel Gardiney
of Coombe Lodge Oxon Esq® She died July 17 1862
aged 06 years,

The East window in the aisle of this Chureh was designed as
a memorial of four peloved children who died AD. 1831-
92, Emma Sopbin aged 12 years, Julia aged 7 years
Fdward Vernon aged 3 years, fimma aged 1 year.

1¢ we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 80 them
also which sleep in Jesns will God bring with Hin.

On the south wall of the chancel.
On three brass plates gerewed on, oné below the
othetr —

(L) Twixt y¢ altar & ¥° gounth side of this
Chavneell lie paried Rich Kynaston of
Ruyton Gen® who died Anno 1541 Tho his

gonne, Rich his sonne, Tho his sonne, Who died
July 6 1663 Rich his sonue, wit their sov'all
Relnc'ons; lastly Margaret the danghter of
Tho Kynastont of Brandon Heath Esq.

later wife to Tho Kynaston of Ruyton

Gen® She died March 10% 1676, In Memory
Of whom Tho Kynaston her sonne

To law cavsd this erected.

(2) Here also lyeth the body of Tho
Kynaston of Rvyton Genb who
Dyed the 19t of Septemb” Anno 1678
Aged 52 years.

(3 Gacred to the Memory of

Jane Kinaston only child of

Tho Kynaston of Ruyton died Taly 1721
Wife of W™ Kinaston of Lee (o of Salop Gent

died at Ruyton August 1723 aged 92
Tho Kinaston Cient, 2¢ son of Wm & Jane
Died 31* Maveh 1762

Rdw? Kinaston Gent of Ruyton sont of
Fdward 8¢ son of W & Jane by Ann his
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Wife, daughter of Doctor Gee dean of Lincoln
and one of the Prebendarie of Westminster

Died 24t of April 1792,
Margaret Kinagton

Died 22 Novr 1591 Aged 74 years,
Bowley, Salop,

——————

Beueath thig ig the Brags to the memory of Hannah
ilde, 1759, quoted above,

—

Sacred to the Memory of
Joseph Hurmphreys of Hanley Hall
Wi

10se probity and integrity ‘gained for . )
Im the esteem and confidence of all who
know him no less than did his benevolence
and kindness endeny him to hig domestic
circle and morg immediate friends

He died May 16 1851 '

At 70

To the Memory of Sarah Elizabeth Hunt
oungest daughter of Rowland Hunt Fsqt
hose humble piety, steady principle
atient resignation, & consfant solicitude
To promote the welfare and happiness of others
Sectred the esteem of all who knew hep worth
And endeared her with peculiar affection
to those she lived with,

of Boreatton

Of the blessed Redeemer
he trusted fo
She died at Ry

in whom alone

Y acceptance with God,

yton Decr 24th 1895 aged 84,
lso

Of her beloved frlend and sister Susanna Frances Hupg
ho died 19t o, . 1866 aged 83

The window in the chance] bearing the legend

‘I was sick and ye visited mo” wag erected to her

emory by her nephew Rowland. Raunt,

Beneath the last ig .
To the Glory of God

and in loving Memory of Aloxander
William Hunt Ligut » xiii Bengal Lanceys aged 24 the

——
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youngest & dearly loved son of the Revt 1, H, Hunt &

Charlotte his wife. He met with his death by a gun

accident at Bareilly Feb. 22 1888 to the inexpressible
arief of his afflicted father and sorrowing brothers and
sisters and of all his relations by whom he was most
dearly and deservedly loved, surviving his mother only
3 months.

They were lovely and pleasant in their lives and in their
death were not divided.

What I do thou knowest not now, but thou ghalt know
hereafter.

This brass was erected by his sorrowing father.

On the north wall of the aisle, at the east end, is a
tablet, at the head of which is a shield, the dexter side
of which bears the Kynaston arms, argent a lion ram-
pant sable. The inscription is —

In a vault underneath
in the hope of & joyful yesurrection
* through the mercies of & redeemel
are deposited the remains of
William Kinaston Fsq®
one of the massers of the High Court of Chancery
Recorder—and a member in Parliament
For the borough of Shrewsbury
who died 174
Dorothy his wife who died 1730
Also Margaret their youngest daughter
who died 1806 aged 70
Reliot of Edward Kinaston Esq*
of Ruyton
Whose remains are interred by his uncle
‘Thomas Kinaston Hsq”
‘in this Chancel in 1792
also Edward only surviving son
of Edward and Margaret
who died 1795 aged 2b
and M» Martha 2 daughter of
Thomas and Jane Holland
of Teyrden in the County of Denbigh
and niece of Willian and Thomas Kinaston
died 1766 ,
also Anne youngest daughter of
Edward Kinaston Esq’ and Margaret his wife
Born Nov* 16 1763 died Octr 8 1838 -
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also Margaret eldest daughter of
FEdward Kinaston Esq and Margaret his wife
Born Ap: 25% 1762 died September 12t 1845
Enter not into judgment with
thy servants O Lord.

Above is a hatchment algo bearing the Kynaston
arms, with the same on a scutcheon of pretencs.

There are two other hatchments on this wall, that in -
the middle has the Kynaston arms in the 1st and 4th
quarters, and also in the 1st and 4th quarters of the
nd and 8rd quarters of the shield. |

The hatchment at the west end has the Kyraston
arms in the 3rd quarter, and hag an inscri ption on the
margin, “ Anna Maria Middleton died J anuary 27, 1831,
Buried at Great Comberton, Worcestershive,”

Under the middle hatchment is the tablet to Rev.
David Evans and his wife, quoted above.

Opposite the easternmost is a fourth hatchment, the
arms on which appear to be: On a field azure semé de
lys argent a lion rampant regardant argent,

On the south wall of the nave is the following table:—

Benefactions
to the
Parish of Ruyton in the eleven towns,
The ground for the garden, playground and erection of the
school in the village was the gift of M* Margaret and
M*® Anne Kinaston daughters and coheiresses of Bdward
Kinaston Esq of Ruyton hall.
Subscriptions for building the Schoolhouse and School 1817
and 1818 :
£ s d
The National Society e 60 0 0
The trustees of the late Andrew Newton of Lich-
field Esq® through the interest of M™ Muckle.
ston of Walford e 200 0 0
The remainder towards the expense of completing
the building was subseribed by the land and
tythe owners of the Parish, and prineipal in-
habitants of the village and the vicinity .., 240 0 0o

Total 500 0 o
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1819

Subseription for the endowment of the School-

master &e,
The Earl of Bridgewater W 83 0
The trustees of Andrew Newton Esq™ ... e 1000
Bequest in the will of M Phillis Lane ... o 7219
Saved out of the annual subscriptions up to Mid.-

sumnmer 1839 ... . 232 12 8

438 11 10

| Sofae Rl ne]

1812
The Honourable Thomas Kenyon of the Pradoe.
gave the baptismal font and the cushion and
ornaments for pulpit and reading desk
1837
M Margaret and M™ Anne Kinaston gave ah organ
for the Church and a silver flagon chalice and
Paten for the Communion Service
1838 _
M Anne Kinaston left a legacy of £560 which wa
distributed to the poor of the Parish. :
1866 ‘
Miss Hunt for the benefit of the scholars of Ruyton :
School. Interest of . .. 100 0 O
1880
R. R. Minton for the Poor of Ruyton., Interest of 180 0 0

The two' inscriptions on this wall relating. to the
erection of the windows have been quoted above.
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SHROPSHIRE ARCHEOLOGICAL AND
NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY,

ANNUAL MEETING.

Tur Annual General Meeting of this Society was held at the Shirehall,
Shrewsbury, on Saturday, March 28th, 1896, M. Stanley Leighton,
M.P., IN8.A., presided, and there were also present—S8ir Offfey
Walceman, Bart, Major Heber-Percy, Captain Williams-Freeman, the
Revs. T. Auden, F.S. A, G, H, Drinkwater, Prebendary G. H, Egerton
and W. G, D. Fletcher, F.8.A, Dr, Calvert, Messrs, R. Tdoyd Kenyon,
J. Bowen-Jones, Humphrey Sandford, 8. Clement Southam, H. R, H:
Southam, W. Burson, Q. Griffiths, and F. Goyne (Secretary). )

ANNUAL RBPORT,
The SucrErary read the Annual Report of the Council as follows.—

In presenting their Annual Report the Counneil regret to announce the losy
by death of two valued members of bheip body. M. Joha Caleott had been

revented by inereasing deafness from taking much pavt in the work of the
g)ouucil during the last few years, but he was formerly most regular in his
atbendance at the meetings, and at his denth he showed his appreciation of the
objects aimed at in the work of the Society by a valuable legney of scientifie
books to the Shrewsbury Free Library. = Archdeacon Lloyd, whose more
recent death has left an unusually wide gap in alinost a]] departments of public
life in Shrewsbury and the neighbourliood, was not only & member of the
Couneil, but a Vice-President of the Society, As such, he not only took deep
intevest in its work, but his wide and accurate knowledge of anbiquity,
especially as connected with Shropshire, made his advice of great valwe, His
intevesting paper on ** The Bhrewshury Churches,” vead ot the Annual Meeting
four years ago, will be in the recollection of many, and he possesses a still
maore permanent memotial in the careful and conservative resboration whish
St. Mary’s Church received during his tenure of vhab benefice. The Couneil
regrot that they have also lately lost the services of another member of their
body, Mr. G. §. Corser, who has resigned on grounds of Lealth, As regards
the work of the Society during the past year, the Transactions have been
issned with regularity, and, it fs believed, have maintained theiy interest, The
Council have also been in communication with ghe Camera Club with a view
to secaring a photographic survey of the county, and the subject is still under
the consideration of that body. The Council have further directed their
attention to the necessity of continuing the good work already done by Miss
Jackson and Miss Burne in connection with the Toll-Lore” of the gounty,
There are still many unrecorded customs and superstitions of which it is
desirable {o take note before they vanish in the light of advancing education.
The Council have appointed one of their number, My, 8, Clament Southam, to
give special attention to this subject, In the ently part of the year the Couneil
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received o sommuuication from bhe Free Library Committee of the Corporalion
on bthe subject of the Shrewsbury Museum. Since the handing over of the
contents of the Scoiety’s collection, on the formation of the Free Libravy, a
dual control had existed whioch was not satisfactory ; and the resulb of the
nogotintions referred to wes o resclution unanimously passed at a special
general meeting held for the purpose, March 20th, 1895, that the whole of the
contonts of the museum, togebber with ail prinied and written books in &he
Reference Library, belonging to the Socieby should be transferved to the
Corporation as absolute owners for the use of the public. The Counecil wish to
gake this opportunity of alluding to another matter, though it belongs to the
eurrent year, not that covered by this report, namely, the course of lectures on
English Gothic Architecbuve, just given for the benefit of the Society by Mr,
D. H. 8. Cranage, F.8.A., the author of the * Architectural Aceount of the
Churches of Shropshire,’ now in course of publication. They have pleasure
in recording the suoccess of the lecluves, and in expressing their sense of
Myr. Cranage’s grent kindsess in giving them. In conclusion the Council
desire to express the hope that ail discoveries of mabters of archaologieal
interest in the county will be commuunicated to them for investigation and
permanent record, and that those who value such pursuity will ume their
influence with their friends to secure incremsed support for the Sccieby,—

{Signed) TrOMAS AUDEW, M.A,, F.8.A,, Chairman of the Couneil,

The Statement of Accounts showed a deficiency of £50 3s 10d.

The CHARMAN moved the adoption of the Report and Statement
of Accounts. He said that he wished to join with those who drew
up the Report in expressing his own personal regret as well as the
vegret of the Society at the loss they had sustained by the death of
Archdescon Lloyd, who was a very practical and accurate archgeolo-
gist, and the worle which he did for that Society and also for local
archmology was very considerable indeed. (Applange). He was glad
to know that the Society was arranging for a photographic survey of
the county. e could not help thinking that they shonid endeavour
in every possible way to use the photograph ; it was a very cheap
way of getting an accurate account of places which from one reason
or another passed away, and now that they had losh their library of
books, they had no means of refaining those photographs except by
handing them over to the Corporation of Shyewsbury, who would De
very pleased to keep any valuable antiguities, photographs, or illus-
trations which they might receive. (Hear, hear). The Statement
of Accounts wag one thab ealled for some consideration on the part of
those belonging to the Society, for it appeared that on the whole
there was & considerable deficiency ; but he did not see how they
could spend much less than they did at prosent. He did not see
that there wag any waste, or any expenditure on superfluitics. They
had a very small income, and they had great results; bub at the
same time, he could not help saying that if they could enlarge the
Society they might be ablo to do o greater work than they had
hitherto undertaken. (Applause).

The Rev. T. AupEy, in scconding the motion, said that aliusion
had been made in the Report to the loss which the Council had
sustained more especially by the death of the late Archdeacon Lloyd,
and he should like to mention another loss among the Vioe-Pregidents,
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namely, the Rev. Canon Bridgeman, of Wigan, who took a great
interest in the Scciety, and had at different times contributed o the
Tyansactions.  The subject of his life and work would very soon
appear in that journal from the pen of Mrs. Baldwyn-Childe. Reference
had been made to the question of economy in vegard to the Society’s
work, He might say that they had been trying to practise economy,
and ab the last meeting of the Council the question was brought
forward, when a way wag thought of by which they could economise
to o small degree; but what they really wanted was additional
members. (Applause). There was still a considerable number of
petsons in good positions in the county, whose names were conspieuous
by their absence in the list of members ; but he had already heard of
several new ones, and he had succeeded in finding one or two himsell
in the lnst few days, so that he hoped they would soon be in a better
position. It should be remembered that there was always & leakage
going on from deaths and other unaveidable causes, and it was
necessary to fill the places of those who were taken away. The only
way in which they could really succeed in getting additional members
was by each of the existing members trying to persuade his friends to
join.  (Hear, hear). He ventured to put this in a letter which he
had sent out, and was thankful to say that it had already borne some
fruit.  (Hear, hear). He should like to mention in connection with
the transfer of books te the Corporation that at the last mesting of
the Free Library Committee it was suggested by a member, not
connected with $hat Society, that, in consideration of the great
benefit: which, directly and indivectly, would acerne to the Corporation
through getting possession of these records, there should be some
recognition, and it was unanimously resolved that a subscription of
three guineas be paid by the Freo Lihrary to the Society in considera-
tion of the gift. He hoped that so good an example would be followed
in other ways, (Hear, hear), He was glad to say, with regard to
another subject allnded to in the Report, that the lectures on English
Gothic Architecture had been a success in every way., The meetings
had been well attended, and he hoped they would gain as a net
result something like £20. (Hear, hear). Mr. Cranage, when he
was kind enough to make the offer to give the lectures, said he was
very anxious not merely to seoure an audience, bub to oreato a veal
interest in the work of that Society, in which he himself took a very
deep interest. (Applause).

The motion for the adoption of the Report and Statement of
Accounts was then put and earried unanimously.

Sir Orruey Wakmmax moved that the following be elected Vice-
Presidents of the Socioty :—Lord Hawkesbury, Lord Kenyon, Sir
Walter Corbet, Bart,, and My, H D, Greene, Q.C., M.P. He remarked
that it had been suggested to him by a high authority that he should
take that opportunity to bring before the Socioty & matter which had
been in the olouds for the last few months, but whieh was now aboukb
to take a more definite form. Some time ago, partly owing to the
suggestion of Mr Fox Davies, he was asked to take the necessary
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gteps for obtaining a proper and authorised grant of Arms for the
county. It had been the custom for some time past for the county
to use the borough Arms, but since it was possible for the county to
obtain a grant of Arms for themselves, it.was hardly becoming to go
on nsing those belonging to the borough, (Hesx, hear). Last swnmer
he broached the sabject to tho late Chairman of the County Couneil
(Mr 8, K. Mainwaring), and since then he had spoken to the present
Chairman, and in each case received a favourable angwer, He had
also spoken to the Rev. T. Auden and the Rev. W. G. D. Fletcher on
the matter. As to the financial part of the business, he proposed
that it should be a condition that no expense should fall on the
public. {Hear, hear). That would not be at all righ$, and he would
himgelf undertake to indemnify them from any expense, though,
perhaps, he should ask some of his friends to help him in the matter,
(Hear, hear). He had been in communication with the College of
Arms, and thought there would be no difficulty on their part ; in fact,
he was in a position to say that the county would be able to receive
a grant from them which would not depart widely from the old
historical loggerheads, If the Society would give their approval to
the proposal, iv would strengthen his hands when the matter came to
be mentioned to the County Couneil.

The Rev, Prebendary G, H. Egerrox seconded the motion, which
was unanimously adopted.

THE COUNCIL,

Mr. Lroyp Kenvox proposed the re-eleetion of the old Council,
with the addition of the Hon. and Rev, G. H. F. Vane, the Rev. H,
Stokes, and Mr. D. H. 8. Cranage ; and, in deing so, remarked that
he did not quite understand how an addition to their number was
going to get them oub of their financial diffieulties. They owed over
£50, and the ordinary expenses were fully up to the ordinary incomse,
He thought the Council would have to take into consideration whether
it would not be advisable to publish less numbers of the I wmsactions
for a few years until the Society was out of debt. (Hear, hear).
With regard to the proposed grant of Avms, he thought it was quite
right that the county should be put on a proper historical footing.

My, H, R. H SovrEaym seconded, and asked whether some of the
outstanding subsoriptions could not be got in,

The Srorerary replied that the Council had considered the matter,
and had decided that the assets of the Society were not worth more
than the sam stated in the Balance Shoet,—The motion was earried,

BELECTION OF AUDITOR.

On the proposition of Captain WiLriaMs FrREEMAN, seconded by
My, Grivriras, Dr. Calvert was ve-elected anditor, and a cordial vote
of thanks was passed {o him for his services during the year,



]

1X

OHAITMAN'Y ADDRESS,

The Cmamaay then delivered the following address i —At the
annual gatherings of this Society cur object is not so much to transact
business and to pass accounts ag to take note of what we huve
aceomplished, and to disouss in o tentative way what in the future
we might, under favouring ciroumstances, take in hand. In the
modest and admirable words of the preface to Owen and Blakeway's
History of Shrewsbury, we may say, “We have cleared away some
errors, but we cannob flatter ourselves that none remain for the
elucidation of futave enquirers” (Hear, hear). Iu historieal and
archeological pnrsuits, the student looks at the past through the
spectacles of the present, and as in each successive gencration the
standpoint is moved, so is the perspective changed, the colouring
modified, the horizon enlarged. We note among the antiquaries of
to-day a commendable desive to consult original documents, and to
vorify veferences. ‘It is not imaginable,” says an accomplished writer,
‘to thoge who have not tried, whab labours an historian, that would
be exact, is condemmed to. He must read all, good and bad, and
remove a world of rubbish before he can lay the foundation.” The
unique situation of Shrewsbury, the centre not only of Shropshive,
but of Wales—(langhter}—and the special facilities of communication
with which our railway system has endowed if, seem to favour the
idea of a federation of the Archwological Societios of the Principality
with the Sostety of this county. At all events, the long and intimate
association of, and eo-operntion hetween, the inhabitants of Salop and
Montgomeryshire, the fact that the Powysland Club overlaps our
boundary, nud certain financial veasons which affect both Societies,
afford some grounds for hoping that at some time or other the
Shropshire and Powysland archeeologists may agree to use at least
one common volume for their publications, A rich, in other words, a
large, society has great advantages, especially with regard to illustra-
ting its papers and maintaining its staff. 1 tkink that the illustra-
tions both in our volumes and those of the Powystand Club might be
improved both in number and quality, The value of engravings can
hardly be too highly estimated. They give a far more definite idea of
things than letterpress. They explain a building, 2 monument, »,
costume, a portrait, indeed auny artistic work which we desive to
rescue from oblivion, better than the most exact, elaborate, and
technioal desoription, One of our Shropshire antiguaries, Farmer
Dukes, compiled o list of books connected with this county, and also
of portraits and engravings, The time has coms when this eatalogue
may be largely supplemented. There is a wealth of original portraits
often unnamed, sometimes misnamed, in our eountry houses, in our
public buildings, musenms, and libraries. They would well repay
the trouble of listing, and possibly of veproduecing in a sketch cata-
logue. Of late yoars there has been established in London a National
Porirait Gallery, A loeal portrait gallery, in the shape of a book
illustrated with sketches of the originals, notices of the lives of the
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local celebrities, and roferences to tho houses in which they are to be
found, would be a great contribution to the history of this county.
(Hear, hear). I have often spoken hoth here and elsewhere on the
importance of preserving parochial registers by printing and indesing
them. I make no apology for repeating myself on this oceasion.
The process of publishing thase registers is going on slowly and an-
cevtainly ; the process of decay is also going on slowly and certainly,
This is a subject that hag not been much, if at all, attended to by
the fathers of the Church—the Bishops. They are overwhelmed
with work of another kind. Amony ordinary people there iz much
ignorance both of the importaics and the extent and difficulty of the
work. I commend this practical task to all Archwmological Societiea.
It lies within the legitimate sphere of their operatious. It is of
pressing urgency. At moeting of the Royal Avchemological Institute
here lagt year one of the members, who way an expert in this parti-
cular line, said there were only fifteen monwmental brasses in Shrop-
shire. T should like to see this statement verified. T suspect thag
there are more, and I am glad to note our Society is reproducing the
bragses in ity publications. In the British Museum thero are two
magnificent volumes of the sepulchral monwments of Shropshive by
Willmng, T donot know whether the work is absolutely perfoct ;
but certainly sinee hiz time many more might be added. A most
valuable aid would be afforded to local history if the illustrations in
these volumes could be reproduced on such a scale as to be included
in a portable volume, In such a volume weshould have an interest-
ing evidence of the changes in religion, ideas, and taste. I have
now lightly touched on many points, but by no means exhausted the
subject, not for the purpose of criticising what we have done and ave
doirg, but with the object of pointing out what an immense store-
house of material we have still within our reach; and the trained
antiquaries in this room are well aware of the many departments of
our work to which I have not alluded to at all.  (Applause).

On the motion of My, H. Sawpronp, seconded by My, Cremmst
SourHAM, a vote of thanlks was passed to Mr, Stanley Loighton for
hig inberesting address, afler which the meeting terminated.

THE ANNUAL EXCURSION.

The Annual Excursion in eonnestion with the Shropshire Archieo-
logical and Natural History Socisty took place on Wednesday, June
17th, 1896, and although the pleasure of the cubward journey was
somewhat marred owing to the rainfall during the morning, the
excursion wag exceedingly interesting and enjoyable. A very attrac-
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tivo programme had been srvanged, and the party included the Rev,
T. Auden, ¥.8.A, Miss Auden, Miss Corser, the Rev. A, Thurshy
Pelham, My, W, Phillips, F. L S,, Mr. Humphrey Sandfovd, the Rev.
J. Noale, Captain Williame-Freeman, Mr, 8. Clement Southam, M,
L. A, C. Boutham, Mr. George Griffiths, Weston, Mr., . Griffiths,
Mr. Herbert Southam, Mr. Richard Phillips, Mr, J. Nurse, Mr. W,
Bowdler, and Mr. T. Goyne (Secratary). The rain in the early
morning had the effect of deterving a number of members from joining
the excursion, - The paty met at the Shrewsbury Railway Station at
ten o'clock, and travelled in a saloon esivinge by the 10-5 train for
Church Stretton, On arviving at Church Stretton, although there
was o heavy downpour of rain, the excursionists entered the earringes
which were in waiting at the station, and a move was made for Long-
ville by way of Hope Bowdier and Wall. A heavy mist hung over
the hills.  On approaching Longville the rain abated, sud the party
alighting proceeded across the fiolds and through the woods to

WILDERHOPE,

which was formerly the seat of the Smallmans. but is now used as an
ordinary farmhouse. It dates from the latter part of the 1dth
century, and has some very elaborate plaster ceilings, 'When all had
asgembled in the large ¢ kitchen,” the Rev. T. Anden read the follow-
ing short paper on Wilderhope, which had been prepared by the
Rev. W. G, D. Fletcher, I'\8.A, —

The early history of Wildethope is given in Eyton's dntiquities,
vol iv., p. 100, &e,  There is also a description of the house in
Mrs. Stackhouse Acton’s Castles and Mansions of Shropsiive, p. 44,
The house is an interesting and well-preserved specimen of a stone
house built in the latter end of Elizabeth's reign. According to
Mrs. Btackhouse Acton, it was finished in the year 1598, The
building is entirely of stone, with some beautiful plaster ceilings, the
details of whieh it i difficult to make out, owing to the ceilings
having been whitewashed over. The initials % F8.” oeour in the
centre of a eircle, with a legend which looks like “IST, VEM. AN,
DROET. V. ” round the cirele. The initials “FS.” and “ES,” occur
four times, also * IESU ” in a shield, flenr-de-lis, porteullis, roses, and
three feathers (Prince of Wales's), Mrs. Acton states that the motto
i “Mal men Dea est,” also *ES. FS. RS, 1601,” but I have not
found RS. 1601, nor can I follow her reading of the mctto, In a
small panelled room adjoining the kitchon is the date 1672, and the
letbers #T. 8. I.” on panelling over the fireplace, thus showing when
the room was panelled, and who did the work. There may have been
an inseription outside the house over the front door, bub if so,
constant painiing and whitewashing have obliterated it, if there ever
were any. The house was, if not ereeted, at all events renovated hy
Franeis Smalman of Wilderhope, who was buried at Rushbury, 25th
July, 1599, and whose will was proved in the P.C.C. on 3rd August,
1599, The letters ¢ F3.” and “ES.” on the plastered ceilings evidently
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stand for this Franecis Smalman and Ellen his wife.  Hehad no legiti-
mate issue, but by his will he “gave the glass in the windows of the
house wherein he dwelt at Wilderhope te his nephew Stephen Smal-
man.” He did not dispose of Wilderhope in his will, so probably heleld
it ouly as tenant to his brother Thomas Smalman, of Elton. Thia
Thomas Smalmay, who is described in his will as “of the Inner
Temple, esq,” died 22 June, 1690, and was buried in the Inner
Temple Church, By bis will, which was proved in the P.C.C. cn
2nd March, 1590, he devited his lands in Wilderhep and in Rush-
burie, which he had purchased from Rowland Lacon, Esq., and
Richard Parramore, to his son Stephen in tail male, with remainders
over to his other sons ; and divected that his brother Franecis should
have a lease of the lands in Wilderhope for such a term as Stephen
should grant him. Tyom an Inquisition taken alter the death of
Thomaes Smallman on & January, 1890-1, it appears that Francis
Smallman had a lease of a messuage and Jands in Wilderhope, formerly
Richard Parramore’s, for 40 years from Michaelmas 1584 ; and that
Thomas Smaliman in 1683 levied & fine and purchased the reversion
of these premises from Richard Parramorve, and also the farm of
Wildertop and lands there from Rowland Lacon, Esq. He thus
became possessed of the Manor of Wilderhope; and in 15686 he
bought Nether Stanway and Neenton,

The initials “ T.L8.” in the small panelled room refer to Themas
Smalman (great-grandson of Thomas referred to) and Jane his wife,
a daughter of Bir Richard Prince. Thomas was a lieutenant in the
Royalist army, and compounded for his delinquency in May, 1643,
and on 23rd June was fined £140, which he paid on 8th Aug., 1600,
He afterwards lived at Neenton, where he was buried 4th Deceinber,
1693, He mugt not be confounded with his uncle, the celebrated
Major Thomas Smallman, of whom My Wm, Phillips has given & full
account in the “ Ottley Papers,” printed in the 7ransactions, Wilder-
hope was finally sold in 1720 to Thomas Lutwyche, of Lutwyche. Tt
now belongs to Mrs, Hippisley.

The Smallmans are a family of great antiquity in Corvedale, One
" Richard Smaliman held lands in Long Stanton as early ag 1229
Richard, son of John Smalemon of Shipten, oceurs in connection with
_Isnd in Thonglands in 1316 ; and in 1327 he was assessed to the
Subsidy in respeet of lands in Rushbury and Shipton,

My, Auden announced that since he had left home My, Griftiths of
Weston, had put into his hands a copy of a letter written by the late
Rev, John Wakefield, Viear of Hughlay, to Lord Bradford, which
contained some particulars which he had gathered in reference to his
ow parish.

He first referved to a rock near Wilderhope, called “Tppikin’s
" Rock,” which, he asserted, was the lagt of three on the Wenlock Edge,
above the Lower Hill Farm, and lay in the direction of Church
Stretton. Ippikin was a famous robber, and not very sparing of
human life when it seemed to stand in the way of his © professional ”
success, He lived in a cave near the top of a rock, which was very
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diffienlt of access, with a Jarge band of followers, Lights were often
seen in the cave by the people of the valley, but as there were a
number of large forests around which were the resort of robbers, the
peaceable people of the distyict were not mruch indneed to provoke
their displeasure by meddling with them, Te was, however, killed
at last, and his ghost. was said to haunt the favourite rocks for some
tine after. An olg inhabitant had stated that his father gould
remember when a large portion of the Lenloy, Preen, and Cardington
Parishes was a thick wood op forest, and squirrels could jump from
ree to tree from one end to the other.  Another matter of interest
in the letter was the reference made to “Phe Major's T.eap.”

After a battle, either of Bridgnorth or Worcester, a soldier of the
Royalist party, Major Smallman, being pursued by a party of Parlia-
mentarians, fled in the direction of Mueh Wenlock, in the hope of
reaching his own house at Wilderhape, near Lutwych, by tiring his
pursuers,  DBeaing tog closely Followed to entertain any hope of escap-
ing them he rode to {he top of Wenlock Edge, and feaped from a
rock which is situated pear Blakeway Faym, The Pau‘liamenmrians,
supposing him to have been killad by the fall, and not being able to

Wilderhope,

Mr. Auden remarked that i reading the letter ho had inverted the
terms, since Mr Wakefiold had described Major Smaliman )
Parliamentarian, which was quite enough to cause hig ghost to walk,
for it was elear he wag a Royalist, {Laughter).—A c:nversation tools
Piace &5 to the plaster work on the ceilings, and it wag pointed out
that at the period from which it dated there was one set of Italiang
who did the ceilings,

After examining other portions of the interesting old house, the
wallt was continuea through the fields to

LUIWYCRE,

originally belenging to the family of that hame, and now the property
of R. B, Benson, Lsq On arriving at My Benson’s delightful
residence the visitors were vited by Mr. and Mrs, Benson to partake
of light refreshments before examining the various objects of interest
which the building contains. A stone cup, found in the neighbour-
hood of Lutwyche, and which wag said to belong to the Neolithio
ag¢ was exhibited by Mr. Beuson, My, Auden said he had had an
opportunity of showing the cup at a meeting of the Saciety of
Antiquaries, and the general opinion was that it i British It wag
found, in sinking a well, at Longville, in blue clay, 30 feat helow
the surfnce. It was very curious and interesting, My, Phillips
pointed out that the doubt which existed ay to the oup being British
was due to the fact that it was found in a deep deposit of clay,
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Mz, Benson then gave a bijel desctiption of Lutwyehe, which dates in
part from 1687, In front of the house are the letters and figures-—
« R, L., 16877 The house was built abount that year by Sir Kdward
Lutwyche. The plaster decorations in the hall were very fine, and
were probably done by ltalian artists in the 17th or beginning of the
18th centuries, About 1776 the house and estate passed out of the
hands of Lutwyehe, and were owned by a M Tangford. Tho house
was then of red brick and gabled, s it is now, but Mr, Langford
covered it with slueco. His (M, Bengon’s) grandfather removed the
stucco from the walls, and toeck up the court-yard in adding two
rooms. Lutwyche was purchased by his (M Benson's) great-great-
grandfather about the year 1806, When the house Was restored
there were enough of the old bricks to be used oulside, hut the
builder thought he was doing tho right ¢hing by using the old bricks
inside and the new ones outside. (Langhter). My, Benson then
deseribed some interesting paintings, jncluding Captain Riou Benson,”
who was killed at the battle of Copenhagen, Judge Lutwyche, and
others.

On leaving Lutwyche, Mr. and Mys. Benson acenmpanied the party
in the carriages to Easthope Chureh, where they were met by the
Rev. J. O, Crosse, the son of the Viear., There was @& church here ag
early as 1291, when it was valued ab under £4 per annun, and paid
3¢ to the Vicar of Cound, but pothing of so early a date remains in
ghe present building except the font. The cast window is decorated,
and in the zouth wall s 2 low side window of the 14th or 15th
century, with the hinge atill sn sitw. The woodwork is especially
noticeable. The pews bear the inseription 1 —* Tdward Ball of
London gave this pullpitt and pewes to this parishe wheare he was
borne : June: 28: Anno Domini: 16237 Opposite to this iz +—
Tt is God that worketh inus both to will and also to worke: even
of gnod will: LB June: 28: Amno Domini : 1623”7 The most
vemavlkable feature of the chureh is the ancient hour-glass, which is
on iren seroll-wark foar inches in height, and six inches in Lreadth.
The height of the glass is eight inches. To the middle is attached,
projecting at right angles, an iron plate bearing the date 1662, The
front and lower margins represent sections of Gothie mouldings. In
the centre is a heart-shaped perforation, with a perforated 8 " ghape
marking on each side. At the point where the date-bearing plate
unites with the stand is a fleur-delis.  The stand and glass are
suspended from the pulpit by a strong twisted iron bent bracket arm.
In the churchyard, under a yew tree, are two ancieut crosses, gald to
mark the graves of two monks of Wenlocl, Little is known of the
history of Easthope Church,  Its patronage in early days was in the
hands of the load of the manor. Tn 1383 William Garmston was
deprived of the benefice, he having murdered John de Easthope, the
patron, In 1777 the advowson passed to the Lutwyche family.

Before leaving the churchyard Mr. Auden tendered, on behalf of
the visitors, thanks to Mr. Crosse, for accompanying them in the

. church, He at the zame time expressed their deep thanks to
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Mr, and Mrs, Benson for their kindness and bospitality, After
tlic miserable drive they had, it was a Pleasant “haven of rest” when
they found themselves af Lutwyche,

The earriages then Proceeded past Larden (the residonce of My, R,
J. Move, M.P.), and the Mooy House, and a halt wag made at

SHIPTON . HALL,

which iy now unoceupied. It is a most delightful place, In 1549
the Manor of Shipton, which had belonged to the Prior of Wenlocl,
was devised by John Lutwyche to hig cousin, Edward Mytton, of
Woreester ; but, William Mytton, who was Sheriff in 14586, is desoribed
28 of Shipton, The hall wag for many generationy the seat of the
Myttons, and is a fine specimen of the architectuve of Elizabeth’y
reign,  Shipton Chureh, close to tho hall, and which Las the unusual
feature of an Rlizabethan cliancel, was not entered, as the key was
kept at a distance of a mile from the church. The Church was
oviginally & chapelry of Wenlock Abbey, and after the Dissolution,
was granted to Sir Thomag Palmer, Xnight, subject to the payment
of B3s, 4d, for the stipend of one chaplain for the cure sud other
observances celebrated at Shipton.  He was executed fop treason in
Queen Mary's roign.  From Shipton the drive was continued to

HOLGATE,

Here the church contains g fine Norman doorway, and a remark.
able fort, duting from the samo period.  Near the church ig a large
artificial mound, probably marking an early settlement, and adjeining
are the remaing of the medirevnl castle originally foundeqd by Helgot,
one of William the Congueror’s followers, and last uged as g garrison
of the Royalists in the Civil Wa In Domesday Holgate was called
Stanton, Henvy I was entertained af Holgate by Herbert Tty
Holgate. It passed to Robert de la Mare, who died in 1193 at
Benevento, on his way home from the Crusades. Tater it passed to
Thomas Muuduit, who had licence in 1222 for a weekly market. In
1253 the Baron had his own Court and his own gallows.  About
1258 Holgate was alienated to Richard Plantagenet, King of the
Romang, who conveyed it to the Knight Templars, who had a settie.
ment at Lidley (Cardington). Tn 1284 it was held by Bishop Burnell,
and in 1292 the old castle wag not valued, beoause it yielded nothing,
It passed later through the Lovels to the Dulo of Norfolk, Teland
says: “ Holgate Castle standeth undor Clee hilles , ., , | the
Dulee of Norfolk exchanged it for other lands with M. Dudley.” 1
was too dilapidated in 1645 to he worth holding by the Parlinment ;
but was earlier held for the king.  With vegard to Holgate Chusch,
Mr. Auden explained that it had three prebeuds in 1210—the firsg
and third were in the hands of the Abbot of Shrewsbury, and the
second in the hands of the Lord of Holgate. In 1290 Richard de
Eyton, prebendary of Holgate, gave Bishop Swinfield oats and bay
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when ab Stanton Lacy and Stokesay. The chureh is mainly Norman,
with windows of a later period, The west tower wag added in the
13th century, the lower parb being Tarly Fnglish, and the upper
part Perpendicular.  In the west well there is a ourions opening.
The church has lately been restored, and My, Auden said he was glad
to see that its interesting features iad not been deslroyed in the
restorafion.

After leaving Holgate the drive was continued to Chureh Stretton,
and the party returned in the saloon carviage to Shrewsbury, by the
6-55 p.m. train, The expedition was greatly enjoyed by ail, and the
arrangements made by My, Auden and the scoretary {Mr. Goyne}
greatly enhanced the pleasure of the EXouTsion,
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Hughes, 11, H, Esq., Shrewsbury “

Hughes, W, H., Esq., 6 Telford Avenue, Streatham Hili, London,
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Jones, J. Parry, Esq, Beechfield, Osweslry
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Morrig, S. M., Esq., Belle Vuo House, Shrewsbury
Moss, Rev. Prebendary, M.A., The Schools, Shrewsbury
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Phillips, W., Esq., F.L.S,, I.P., Canonbury, Shrewsbury
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Paole, T. Frank, Esq., Kingsland, Shrewsbury

Potts, . B., 13y, Broseley

Purton, Rev. Ralph O, M.A,, Kempsey, Worcester

Robiusor, Brocke, Bisq, M.P., Barford House, Warwiok

Rogers, Henry Exell, Exq, 4.1, Shrewshury

Rowland, G, J,, Lsq., 14, Parkdale, Wolverhanpton
LRouse-Boughton, Sir €. H., Bart., 1L, J.P., Downton Hall, Ludlow

SuraprLanp, His Grace the Duke of, Lilleshall

Salt, G, M., lixq., Quarry Place, Shrewsbury

Salter, J. B, lisy., Cistie Street, Shrewsbury

Salwey, T. J., Bsq., J.1., The Cliff; Ludlow .
Sandford, Humplrey, Tsq., M.A., J T, The Isle, Shrewsbury
Sandford, Folliott, tsq., Belmont, Shrewshury

Science and Ayt Department, London, 8.W,

Sitwell, Willoughby Hurt, BEsq., Ferney Hall, Craven Arms
Smith, H. Percy, Esq., Tong Priory, near Shifual

Smith, . Rawdon, Euq,, Bastfield, Ironbridge

Southam, Herbert R, H., Esq., Sutton Lane, St. Giles, Shrewsbury
Southam, 8. Clement, Fyq., Elmhurst, Shrewsbury

Southam, Mrs., The Hollies, Shrewsbury

Southwell, W. 1., L. Asthury Hall, Bridgnovth

Sparrow, Avthny, Fsq, F.8.A., D.L, J.P.,, Preen Manor, Shrewsbury
Stanier, I, Fsq., DI, J.P., Peplow Hall, Markot Drayton
Stokes, Rev. Hudlestone, M.A., Stapleton Rectory, Salop
Swainson, Rev. J. ¢, M.A., Wistanstow Rector , Craven Arms

Taylewr, J., Hsq., Buntingsdale, Market Drayton
Taylor, R., Esq., J.P,, Abbey House, Shrewsbury
Thwsfield, T, I., Esq, J P., Barrow, Broseley
Timmis, Perey Freeman, Isq., Dryton, Wroxeter
Twemlow, T., lisq.,, Peatswood, Marlket Drayton

Vavghan, H, . J, lsq., B.A., 30, Edwardes Square, Kensington,
London

Vane, Hon. and Rov. Gilbert H, T, M.A., The Restory, Wem

Venables, R, G., Esq, B.A, J.P, Oalchurst, Oswestry

Yakeman, Sir Offley, Bart., M.A,, D.L, J.P., Yenton-Poeveray
Walker, C. C., ¥isq., J.P., Lilleshall Old Hall, Salop

Walton, I, . B, Eaq., 19, Crescent Place, Shrewsbury

Watts, W. W,, Eaq., MLA, TGS, 28, Jermyn Street, London, 8.W,
Weyman, H, I, Hsq., Ludlow, Salop

Whitaker, W. H., Esy., Totterton, Liydbury North

Whitcombe, Robert H., Isq., Bewdley
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Williams-Vaughan, I, Tsq, Broom Hall, Oswestry
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The Mayor of Shrewsbury
Randall, Mr. J., F.Q.8,, Madelsy, Salop

}dm‘ing year of office
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of deseription, to the Secretary, Mr. ¥, Govng, Dogpole, Shrewsbury.
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SOCIETIES IN COMMUNICATION WITH
THIS SOCIETY.

Archmologionl Section of Birmingham and Midland Ingtitute.
Cambrian Avchmological Association,

Cumberland and Westmoreland Archeeologicaland Antiqnarian Sogiet ¥
Derbyshire Archmological Society.

East Riding Antiquarian Society, Yorkshirs.

Essex Field Club.

Follk-Lore Socisty.

Glasgow Avchwological Society.

Historic Society of Laneashire and Cheshiye.
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Leicestershire Architectural and Archazological Society,
Powys-Land Club, Montgomeryshiro.

Royal Archieological Tustitute of Great Britain and Treland.
Sheffield Archreological Society.

Society of Antiguaries of London,

Society of Antiguaries of N eweaatle-on-Tyne,

Society of Antiquaries of Scotland,

Somerseb Archicologioal Saciety.

Surrey Archeological Society.

Sussex Archwological Society,

Worcester Diocesan Arvchecologicnl Society.

William Salt Archemological Society, Stafford,

Yorkshire Archeological and Topographical Assoeiation,

Bodleian Library.
British Museum,
Natural History Departwent of British Museum.
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The Oftley Pa]laers relating to the Civil War (Continued). Edited by
Wiltiam Phillips, F.L.S. ... L. 281
Ruyton Chureh., By R. Lloyd Kenyon ... 313
ILLUSTRATIONS.
Ruyton Church .. To face page 313

NOTICE TO MEMEBEERS.

Any Member of the Society may obtain for his own use the first
seven volumes of the Second Series of the Transactions at half price,
viz.,, Three and a half Guineas per sef, and the eloven volumes of the
First Series (of which very few copies now remain) at Six Guineas
per set. Applioation for copies should be made to Mr. F. Goyne,
Dogpole, Bhrewsbury.

TMPORTANY NOTICL.

INDEX TC SHROPSHIRE ARCHEOLOGICAL
TRANSACTIONS.

The Couneil of the Archeweological Society propose to publish an
Index Volume to the first eloven volumes of the Transactions
(Series L). 1t will contain full Index of Names, Places, Papers,
Authors, Plates, &e., and a detailed General Index, &c. A limited
number of copies only will be printed, and will be offered to none but
Subscribers, at a price not exceeding Tifteen Shillings, Intending
Subscribers are requested to send in their names ag early as possible
to the Becretary, Mr. F. Govwr, Dogpole, Shrewsbary,

The Couneil respectfully solicit Contributions of Papers, eapecially Parochial
Histories, for futura volumes of the T'ransactions of the Soclety, :

The Bociety does no$ hold itself respounsible for the Statements,Opinious or Hrrovs
of Authors of Papers,
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